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Introduction 

Up until 1980, I was blissfully ignorant of all but a basic knowledge of my ancestors. What is it that starts any one of us 
to pick up a new interest? 

Having always had an interest in history was probably the reason why I became curious about the origin of surnames, 
and which soon led to a particular curiosity about my name of Jephcott.  

As a young lad, I was quite an introvert, and this condition was not helped by the embarrassment that I often felt at 
having such a strange name. Jess Arthur Jephcott - what were my parents thinking of? When asked my name, I would 
dread the predictable reaction. 'What a funny name', 'Say that again', 'Pardon', etc. In later life I was often addressed 
as Mr Cott by those who seem totally unable to grasp the fact that my first name is not Jeff. 

The passing years have dispelled the adolescent shyness, to be replaced with a feeling of pride at possessing such a 
surname of distinction and of knowing so much of the genealogy of the family. I reason that I must surely be the only 
holder of this particular name combination. How many people can say that of themselves? 

My research started with a few tentative questions to members of my family. My father told me stories of his childhood 
in London and all the addresses in 'well to do' parts of the City in which he and his family used to live. He didn't really 
know why they lived in London and had seemingly never questioned it. He thought that his father had come from 
Birmingham and that he had some link with Coventry. As is so often the case, the women in the family had a greater 
knowledge of family matters and father's sister, my Aunt Nancy, came up with a few more clues. The picture was 
certainly far from clear and the phrase 'having a skeleton in the cupboard' began to ring out. 

I started reading books on genealogy and how to research one's family history. That soon led me to the Registry of 
Births, Marriages and Deaths and St Catherine’s House in London where I searched the indexes for the birth of the 
grandfather that I had never known (my father's father). To my surprise I found that he was born in 1857 at a place 
called Foleshill, somewhere near Coventry in the West Midlands. Now then, my father was born in 1915, meaning that 
his father (my grandfather) was 58 years old when he was born. Hadn't he left it rather late to have a family? 

I reported this information back to my father who was mildly surprised at his father's age. By all accounts, my 
grandfather Henry Jephcott was a stern man who spoke little to his children of his earlier life or about himself. 

As so many family historians find, the seed becomes set and the quest for more and more information is upon you. 
Temporarily putting aside the mystery of my grandfather's life, I made further visits to St Catherine’s House and then 
on to the Warwickshire Record Office to look at the parish registers for Foleshill. After a few minor setbacks, mainly 
attributable to my impatience and inexperience, I decided on a visit to the parish church of Foleshill. This led me to 
discover three gravestones with the name Jephcott on them. One of them was to an Abraham Jephcott who died in 
1838 and who would have been born in 1761. Who on earth could this be? To my further amazement, after several 
visits to Warwick, I extracted more than 100 entries in the parish registers for the name, from as recent as 1930 and 
as far back as 1710. A span of 220 years for a family of Jephcotts into which my grandfather clearly fitted. 

I became better read on the subject of genealogy and decided to write to, and telephone, people with my surname that 
I found in the telephone directory. It became apparent to me at an early stage that not everyone shared my 
enthusiasm for finding out about their family history and, after a few negative responses, I resolved to contact people 
by letter only. 

As time went on, I discovered cousins that I never knew I had, and some people with my name that seemingly were 
not related at all. Or were they? In my researches, I also noticed other surnames that were similar to my own, such as 
Jephcote, Jeffcott, Jeffcoat, etc. Was there any possibility that these families too could be related to my own? 
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In 1983, with the support of June and Archie Jephcott of Stratford upon Avon and Sue McBeth and Bob Jephcott of 
Melbourne, Australia, I formed what is known as a 'one name society' which we imaginatively called 'The Jephcott 
Society' (this title is a little misleading now, as we now include all spelling versions of the name). A newsletter was put 
together and then sent out to other interested persons. I also discovered the existence of other people who were doing 
similar research and who were members of GOONS, the Guild of One-Name Studies. I joined that fine body in 1983 
and ended up serving on their committee for several years.  

The first edition of this book was published in 1990, soon to be followed by the second – and further editions after that. 
This is the Cloud Edition, very different to the earlier, paper based editions. This one is in the cloud, that place out 
there that is unknown to us, a data bank of information used by all and sundry who want to store their information 
safely. This Cloud Edition can be downloaded and printed on paper, if wanted. It follows the original chapter 
designations, adding a further chapter concerning our DNA study. It was first created in 2020, and has been updated 
as new information has been discovered. Thus, it is a steadily evolving book. 

There is a lot of supporting information to accompany this book, which has also been placed in the cloud. Scanned 
copies of the handwritten letters that the society received, up until the decline in such things, with the introduction of 
email in the 1990s. Scanned copies of wills and administrations. Scanned copies of the society’s early newsletters and 
sheets, etc. The biggest and most important accompaniment though are the gedcom files that were all created by the 
company known as Ancestry and whose website enables researchers to easily find family history records. Each family 
tree is ‘stand alone’; it is just one tree, containing all the record information that we have discovered.  

‘A GEDCOM file is plain text (usually either UTF-8 or ASCII) containing genealogical information about 
individuals, and meta data linking these records together. Most genealogy software supports importing from 
and exporting to GEDCOM format.’ 

Hopefully, these family trees will always be accessible, for many years to come. This book features crudely printed 
family trees that are far from complete, but which give the basic information. The gedcom files should always be used 
for greater, up to date, information. 

Also, in 2020, we had built up a Y chromosome DNA project which revealed several matches with men in England and 
in the USA, but widely spaced in terms of generation. These results are exciting, as they suggest a common ancestor, 
presumably from Warwickshire. A new chapter, Chapter 23, has therefore been added for this area of our research. 
We encourage all Jephcott/Jeffcoat, etc. males to test, whether or not there are DNA breaks caused by adoptions of 
illegitimacies, or whatever. It all adds to our knowledge about our family. 

A lot of ground has been covered since I started, and there is always plenty more to do. This book aims to put in to 
print the many details that have been uncovered along the way. It will never be up to date, but I am sure that there will 
be something to interest any reader who is seeking information about a Jephcott ancestor. 

My biggest hope is that it will bring to light even more information and stimulate further research into our very special 
family. One thing I know is that this book will outlast me, a testament to the research done, and the happy, if 
sometimes frustrating, times that led to its publication. It is a unique book! 

Jess Jephcott 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Let's Write a Book 

As part of my researches into family history, I occasionally came across family papers which, on investigation, would 
yield valuable family information. These papers might have survived the culling of personal effects that is so frequently 
meted out by relatives, when a member of the family dies. Indeed, I was once told that the family bible (presumably 
containing entries of births, etc.) and other family papers, belonging to members of my family, were put on a bonfire in 
Coventry, at the beginning of the Second War. People had to go to war to fight the enemy, and Coventry was in a 
shambles. It seems that there was no time or place to save such precious links with the past. 

It made me wonder just what would happen to my growing collection of family history material when I pass on. Would 
my children or grandchildren have my level of interest? I doubted it! And so I have left instructions that it is all to be 
deposited with the Society of Genealogists. But what would they do with it all? Perhaps put it in a big cardboard box, 
and left to be occasionally sifted through by persons looking for a stray Jephcott? 

It was clear to me from the interest shown by persons attending the several gatherings of the clan, that there was a 
demand for a book in which would be published family trees and associated data. True, we had already published 
twenty newsletters with a lot of information contained within. But that information was of a random nature and it was 
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difficult to categorise it from the newsletter format. True again, a book would never be up to date, as new information 
would be constantly coming to light. But then, the book could be sectionalised so that it could be readily updated from 
time to time. 

I felt that a book could be written in such a way that, if deposited in certain genealogical libraries, it could let other 
researchers or interested persons know what work has already been done and point to where to go for more 
information. 

But what about those instances where one uncovers what some might call a 'skeleton in the cupboard'? For instance, 
when it is discovered that an ancestor was illegitimate, or that he had children by a mistress. It is quite a common 
occurrence nowadays and seems to have been so in past times also. To me, that type of situation adds a bit of colour 
to the story of the family, even if it sometimes leads to a situation where the line cannot be traced any further. 
However, some people might not like it if I were to publish an item of this nature concerning one of their ancestors. In 
fact, I have found many instances of this type (the Victorians were not so prim and proper it seems) and, in some 
cases, I have left the reference out (or have not disclosed the full story). Some people might disagree with this 
suppression of the facts, but I am quite prepared to let the information out to individual enquirers, provided they have a 
genuine interest.  

Now! I am no scholar! I left school with negligible qualifications, least of all in the English language, to become an 
engineering apprentice. I am indebted to my father for pointing me in that direction, as I had no idea of what I wanted 
to do with my life. I read very little, unless it was on a technical, biographical or historical subject and it is probably 
because of that that you will find little literary flair from my hand, within these pages.  

I have attempted to put into print the facts as I have discovered them, or as they have been presented to me by 
others. Never accept that what you read here is accurate, as ancestors were people like us, and facts may have been 
affected by the tricks of memory, falsified or misrepresented, for whatever reason. 

Some of you reading through this collection of information may notice gaps or errors in the data and, it is my hope 
that, you will let me know when this occurs, so that I can make the necessary additions or corrections, for future 
editions of this book. 

Don't expect to find Lords and Ladies in the family. There weren't any. The Jephcotts were humble folk. However, I 
hope that there is, at the very least, something here to interest you! 

-------------- 

Notes for Readers 

1. The author would welcome any information that would correct or enhance the contents of this book. 

2. This book frequently uses the Jephcott spelling as a collective name for all Jephcotts, Jefcoates, Jefcutts, 
Jephcotes, etc. Where possible, the 'correct' spelling is used but, for ease of reference and to avoid possible 
confusion, the most common version of Jephcott is used. 

3. A large amount of the information within this book has been sent to me by many people that I have made 
contact with over the past few years. I have tried to make sure that the origin of the material has been 
attributed to the person or persons who sent it to me. I apologise to any of you reading this book who 
recognise your own material, for which an acknowledgement has not been given. If you would like to make me 
aware of the omission, I would be pleased to make the correction, in time for any future reprint. 

4. It should be remembered that this work of reference is by no means complete and will never be absolutely 
up to date. It has not been my intention to dwell on 20th century Jephcotts as I feel that this can be an 
invasion of privacy of living Jephcotts. My personal collection of material consists of much modern day 
information and I have been pleased on several occasions to be able to assist with individual enquiries about 
lost relatives. 

5. It should be noted that much of the information contained within this book is based on the researches, or 
personal recollections, of individuals and, as such, should never be considered to be without error.  

6. This book is intended to be read by Jephcotts all over the world, where hopefully they will find something 
relating to their direct family and, almost certainly, something relating to their family of a few generations back.  

7. The name spelled Jeffcock appears to have been an early spelling variant of our name, but which was 
completely eradicated in Warwickshire, and adjoining counties, over a small time period in the 17th century. 
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However, this name does still exist, mainly with family roots in the Sheffield area. The Jeffcock family has not 
formed a major part of our research and is therefore not covered in great detail in this book. 

8. Some of you will criticise this book for not being detailed enough about certain subjects or for failing to point 
the way to sources for further research. I would welcome any comments of this nature but would suggest that 
there are many publications on library shelves that will give more detailed advice and information on the 
subject of genealogy. 

9. There are many items in this book that require researching. I hope that some of you are stimulated into 
looking into some of these references and that you will share your findings with me and to the general benefit 
of others that follow on. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 


