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Dispersal throughout England 

 We start this section with the assumption that the Jephcott family began in the general area of Ansty in Warwickshire. 

The IGI shows conclusively that the Jephcott name is a Warwickshire one. Even now, the telephone directories show 
the same thing. In each case, there are less and less references to the name, the further away from Warwickshire one 
goes. 

Centuries ago, our ancestors lived their lives out in a very close geographical area, opportunities for travelling around 
the country being something that rarely happened to them unless they were wealthy or 'on the run' from the 
authorities. As the section on settlement certificates shows, moving from one parish to another was not easily done. 
People lived in close communities and newcomers were not always welcomed. Life was based on land holdings and 
the crops that the land produced. The land was worked year in, year out, to provide a living for a man's family, passing 
from father to son as generation succeeded generation. 

It is therefore probable that the one family that later took the surname Geffecocke in medieval times, had lived in the 
part of Britain that became known as Warwickshire for many centuries, working the same land in a manner that we 
would find incomprehensible in today's technological world. They had perhaps been there since they moved north as 
the polar ice cap receded, so many thousands of years ago, wandering the land as hunter gatherers, settling into a 
fixed community, perhaps intermarrying with the Roman invaders after they conquered Britannia in AD43. 

We have based our study of migration from Warwickshire from a starting point of the year 1538, at which time parish 
records started and a reasonable volume of references to the name were starting to appear. The maps shown on the 
following pages change at various intervals and plot the occurrence of the name in different parts of Britain. 

What is it that makes people move away from the land of their ancestors? Could it be for work opportunities, seeking 
fame and fortune, religious persecution, banishment, family feuds, running away from the law, desertion of family 
duties, etc. Quite often, sons of a family fared badly when father died and left his land to the eldest son. What choice 
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did they have other than to move to another parish, where possibly an uncle or a wife's relative might provide an 
opportunity for work. These types of instances are seldom recorded and, what might be centuries later, when the 
family historian comes along, the reasons for migration usually become the subject of conjecture. 

What is seen by the family historian, is a new family suddenly appearing in the parish registers, where no previous 
reference could be found. Where did they come from? Answer - from another parish where (hopefully) earlier records 
to the family can be found. This sounds quite straightforward but, just you try to prove a link. 

This very instance occurs time and time again in my researches. I can make an assumption as to the probable origin 
of a family, but proving it with corroborative evidence is another matter entirely. The Foleshill Jephcotts suddenly 
appeared in Foleshill in the early 1700s. I think I know where they come from, but I cannot prove it. And so that is 
where my written family tree stops, probably forever. 

Another possibility is that a person or persons wishing to conceal their past, might change their name to Jephcott. A 
new family, apparently coming from nowhere, suddenly springs up, producing another mystery for the family historian. 
This must be an unlikely case, especially with a name such as ours. However, it is one which is possible and should 
not be overlooked. It has been known for abandoned children to be named after where or when they were discovered 
and that might account for some with the surname London, Christmas, Church, Bolton, Butcher, etc. Before too long 
they grow up, get married and, hey presto, a hitherto unknown surname appears in the church register. 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

An Explanation of the Dispersal Maps 

We have used several maps of England to demonstrate how dispersal of the family has taken place over the 
centuries. 

The first, by Warwickshire parishes, plot how the family (all spellings) moved around Warwickshire over three 
centuries, from when parish registers began in 1538, up until 1850. The maps that are included are therefore: 

by Warwickshire parishes 

Page Year Ranges 

7.4  1538 to 1650, 1651 to 1750, 1751 to 1850 

The second type, by counties (as pre 1974 boundaries), plot how the family (all spellings) moved around England over 
three centuries. These maps have been compiled, mainly from baptisms taken from the IGI. Where isolated marriages 
took place in a county, without any reference to later baptisms, I have ignored the reference. The maps that are 
included are therefore: 

by county 

Page Year Ranges  

7.5 1551 to 1600, 1601 to 1650, 1651 to 1700 

 1701 to 1750, 1751 to 1800, 1801 to 1850 

The third, by civil registration districts from 1837 to 1851, plot how the family (all spellings) was dispersed over this 
period. The information was taken entirely from our index of births only, recorded at the GRO, St Catherines House, 
London. The map that is included is therefore: 

by civil registration districts 

Page Year Range  

7.6  1837 to 1851 
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Lastly, the fourth, by 1990 telephone directories, by surname, plot how the family, broken down into the eight most 
common spellings, is dispersed around England today. There appear to be 17 different spellings of our name in use at 
that time. The dispersal maps by post-1975 counties, show how particular spellings seem to be associated with 
particular areas. 

The following list shows the different spellings, together with the number of entries that appear in the directories. 

124 Jephcott  
84 Jeffcoate 
63 Jefcoate 
62 Jephcote 
61 Jeffcoat 
59 Jeffcott 
35 Jeffcote 

17 Jeffcutt 
7 Jefcoat 
6 Jefcoatt 
5 Jefcott 
4 Jephcoat 
3 Jefcut 
2 Jeffcut 

2 Jeffcot 
1 Jefcutt 
1 Jefcote 
  
Total 536 listed 
telephone 
subscribers 

The maps that are included are: 
 

by 1990 telephone directories by surname spelling 
 
Page  Name   Location 
  
7.7  Jephcott  Mainly West Midlands and Warwickshire 
  
7.7  Jeffcoate  Mainly central and southern England 
  
7.7  Jefcoate  Mainly south east England 
  
7.7  Jephcote  Mainly Warwickshire and Leicestershire 
  
7.8  Jeffcoat  Mainly central and south-eastern England 
  
7.8  Jeffcott   Mainly central and southern England 
  
7.8  Jeffcote  Mainly Leicestershire and central England 
  
7.8  Jeffcutt   Mainly Gloucestershire and Wiltshire 

  
In all cases, the shaded areas indicate where and frequency for where Jephcotts were recorded. 
  

----------------------- 
  

(We should like to acknowledge the help given to us by Prof R G Newton who drew up the map used for civil 
registration districts 1837 to 1851. He kindly gave permission for us to use it in our own research.) 
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Migration within Warwickshire 
 

1538 to 1850 
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IGI Baptisms for Jephcott and Variant Spellings 
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Registration Districts 

1837 to 1851 
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1990 Telephone Directories 
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1990 Telephone Directories   
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Warwickshire Parish Listing 
 

(where Jephcotts have been recorded.) 
 

(Taken from the IGI and Wills Indexes.) 
 
       time period 
 
   date from when  1538 1651 1751 
   parish registers  to to to 
parish   start   1650 1750 1850 
 
Allesley    1562   yes yes 
Ansley    1639   yes yes 
Ansty    1589  yes yes 
Astley    1670   yes yes 
Aston    1544  yes  yes 
Atherstone   1825    yes 
Attleborough       yes 
Baddesley Ensor  1688    yes 
Baginton   1628   yes yes 
Baxterley   1654    yes 
Bedworth   1653   yes yes 
Berkeswell   1653  yes yes yes 
Bickenhill   1558   yes  
Bilton    1650   yes  
Binley    1660   yes yes 
Birdingbury   1559   yes yes 
Birmingham St M  1554   yes yes 
Birmingham St P  1715    yes 
Bourton on Dunsmore  1560   yes 
Bubbenhall   1698   yes yes 
Bulkington   1606  yes yes yes 
Burton Hastings   1574   yes 
Castle Bromwich  1619  yes 
Charlecote   1539    yes 
Chilvers Coton   1654    yes 
Coleshill   1538   yes yes 
Corley    1540   yes 
Coventry H T   1561    yes 
Coventry St J   1734   yes yes 
Coventry St M   1698    yes 
Dunchurch   1538   yes yes 
Edgbaston   1635    yes 
Elmdon    1538    yes 
Erdington   1824  yes 
Exhall by Coventry  1540   yes 
Fillongley   1538   yes yes 
Foleshill   1564   yes yes 
Great Packington  1538   yes yes 
Hampton in Arden  1599    yes 
Harborough Magna  1540   yes yes 
Hartshill       yes 
Hunningham   1718   yes 
Lapworth   1561    yes 
Leamington Priors  1702    yes 
Leek Wootton   1581    yes 
Lillington   1538    yes 
Long Compton   1608   yes 
Kenilworth   1630   yes yes 
Kingsbury   1537    yes 
Mancetter   1576  yes yes yes 
Marton    1660   yes 
Meriden   1646  yes  yes 
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Milverton   1742    yes 
Monks Kirby   1678  yes yes 
Napton on the Hill  1604   yes 
Nuneaton   1577  yes yes yes 
Nuthurst   1599    yes 
Over Whitacre   1653   yes 
Packwood   1668   yes 
Polesworth   1631    yes 
Priors Marston   1689    yes 
Radford Semele  1565    yes 
Rugby    1620   yes yes 
Ryton upon Dunsmore  1538  yes yes yes 
Shilton    1695   yes yes 
Shustoke   1538    yes 
Solihull    1538   yes yes 
Southam   1539  yes yes 
Sowe    1538  yes yes 
Stoke    1574  yes yes yes 
Stockingford   1824    yes 
Stoneleigh   1634    yes 
Stretton upon Dunsmore 1681  yes  yes 
Tanworth   1558    yes 
Ufton    1709   yes 
Warwick St M   1651   yes yes 
Warwick St Nic   1538   yes 
Wellesbourne   1560    yes 
Willoughby   1625   yes yes 
Withybrook   1653  yes 
Wolston   1558  yes 
Wolvey    1653   yes yes 
Wormleighton   1586   yes 
 
Total no of: 
  
parishes   83  17 48 60 
new parishes   83  17 38 28 
repeated parishes     10 (2x) 23 (2x) 
         6 (3x) 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  

Migration within Warwickshire 
  
Warwickshire is divided up into three ecclesiastical jurisdictions, the Archdeaconry of Coventry (mainly the north east 
half of the county), the Archdeaconry of Worcester (mainly the south west half of the county) and what are termed 
'peculiars'. 
  
On compiling these county parish maps, we were greatly surprised at how consistently the Jephcotts resided in the 
Coventry jurisdiction.We can think of no explanation as to why this happened. Surely, people would not have said to 
themselves, 'I want to move elsewhere, but I want to stay in the Coventry jurisdiction!' 
  
In the 100 years after 1650, the Jephcotts certainly spread out around the county, but still keeping fairly strictly to the 
north east half. There was a single 'stray' to the south and a couple that moved into the Worcester jurisdiction. Of 
course, this was the time of the Civil War and that could have had some effect on migration. Clearly, the family was 
growing and spreading out! 200 years after 1650, the migration of the Jephcotts seemed to be slowing down, and they 
still seemed to stay in the north east half. However, other maps in this section show much greater movement outside 
Warwickshire. 
  
It is interesting to note that there were references to the name from the three periods from 1538 to 1850 in some six 
parishes. Those being, Berkeswell, Bulkington, Mancetter, Nuneaton, Ryton upon Dunsmore and Stoke. Whether this 
was due to members of the same family remaining in the same parish for these 300 approx. years, or just coincident 
migration of members of different branches of the family, is something that requires researching.  
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Emigration from England 
 
In the 18th century a family of Jeffcotts (BJ and BT) appeared in Ireland. Where did they come from? We know not! 
This family produced the two Sir Jeffcotts that were drawn to Australia later in their lives. Family folklore says that a 
valiant Jeffcott was awarded lands in Ireland by King Henry VIII, but I have never found any proof of this. 
  
In the late 18th century, several Jephcotts were transported as convicts to America and Australia. Possibly, at the end 
of their sentence, they decided to make a new life in these far off lands and, maybe their wives were sent for, or they 
married out there. Those that stayed and started families, were added-to by emigrants who wished to leave England 
to try their luck in a new land. 
  
There are now many Jephcott families in far flung parts, previously unknown to their 17th century ancestors. There are 
(or were) Jephcotts in: 
   

America 
Argentina 
Australia 
Canada 
Denmark 
Ireland 
Italy 
New Zealand 
Papua New Guinea 
Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe) 
South Africa 

  
  and probably many other places unknown to us. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Earliest References (before 1850) to non-England Residence 

  
The following references show the earliest records that we have of 'overseas' Jephcotts, prior to 1850, who may or 
may not have produced further family. 
  
The earliest reference to the family in America is as given below: 
  
Joseph Jelfcock s Lent 1765. Bonded Passengers to America, Midland Circuit 1671 - 1775 
  
Warwickshire Court sentenced to be transported to the American Colonies for a period of seven years unless 
otherwise stated. 
  
(source - WRO) 
  
The earliest reference to the family in Australia is as given below: 
  
Thomas Jefcoat, a labourer of Warwickshire, who was tried at Leicester on 13th March 1818 aged 38, for an unknown 
offence, was transported to Tasmania aboard the ship 'Surrey' in 1819 for 7 years in the penal colony. 
  
(see section 18 for more details) 
  
The earliest reference to the family in Ireland is as given below: 
  
Richard Jeffcott the son of Matthew and Jane Jeffcott, baptised September 1781 at Kilshannig by Mallow, Cork. 
  
(source - 1988 IGI) 
   
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Assorted References to Emigrants or Convicts 
  
Found at PRO, Kew 
  
New World Immigrants Vol 1. 
  
a)  A863 Mary Langston aged 14 signed X Bound to 
b)  John Jefcole ? of London, Marriner 
c)  Virginia, 6 years bound 
d)  18th July 1684 her one mother is a witness hereto, her father being dead x Easter her mother. 
   
see also Law and Order (section 18) 
  

-------------------------- 
  
In Filby's Passenger and Immigration Lists Index are the following entries: 
  
Arrived in New York in 1820 
  
Rebecca Jeffcoat, age 42, with 
Isabella age 16 
Margaret age 7 
Henry age 3 
  
Arrived in New York State in 1852 
  
E Jefcott 
  
(source 716) 
   
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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The IGI 
  
The International Genealogical Index, previously known as the Computer File Index (CFI), is a massive collection of 
data that has been compiled by the Church of Jesus Christ and Latter Day Saints, perhaps better known as the 
Mormons. Members of the church use the index to trace their ancestry, so that, amongst other uses, their ancestors 
can be posthumously baptised into the Mormon faith. This is probably a simplification of the purpose of the index but, 
there is no doubt that its contents have proved to be an invaluable finding aid to family historians. 
  
The Mormons have microfilmed many of the parish registers of England, as well as those for other countries 
throughout the World. They have then transcribed the information in the registers and entered it on their computer in 
Salt Lake City in the USA. Baptisms form the bulk of the data kept in the IGI, followed by marriages and then a much 
reduced number of burials and other assorted references. The data has been made available to us, the general public, 
and can be viewed at many of the larger public libraries in this country. It is held on microfiche, divided up by county. 
  
The earliest entry is for the year 1538, when formalised registrations of baptisms, marriages and burials began. Most 
of the data is between the years 1538 to 1837 (when civil registration commenced in England), although there are 
entries well into the latter part of the 19th century. The index is far from complete and many parishes have been 
omitted, perhaps to be incorporated in the future. 
  
The IGI can be used for at least three purposes: 
  

1.  To find genealogical information 
2.  To avoid duplication of research 
3.  To find out whether somebody else is researching a given line (this is done by noting the batch in the 
 last two columns and referring back to the LDS church). 

  
Whilst the IGI can be a very useful finding aid, you must not expect it to be the answer to all your problems. Should 
you find a likely entry, you should always refer back to the original registers to authenticate the entry. There have been 
found to be many errors in the index! 
  
We have obtained our own personal copies of the microfiches for Warwickshire and other counties where Jephcott 
baptisms occurred, so that we can consult the index at home on my own microfiche reader. If you should have any 
particular enquiry, we would be pleased to assist you. 
  
IGI dated July 1984 
  

County and No. of entries  
 
Warwickshire  1840 
Leicestershire 110 
London  55 
Staffordshire  48 
Northamptonshire 35 
Ireland  22 
Oxfordshire  20 
Worcestershire  15 
Isle of Man  15 
Surrey  12 
Gloucestershire  11 
Buckinghamshire  9 
Nottinghamshire  9 
Derbyshire  6 
Durham  5 

Hampshire  5 
Shropshire  4 
Lancashire  3 
Kent  2 
Northumberland  2 
Suffolk  2 
Wiltshire  2 
Yorkshire  2 
Bedfordshire  1 
Cornwall  1 
Lincolnshire  1 
Sussex  1 
  

   Total      2238 

  
NB. The IGI dated 1988 gives a total of 1874 entries for the name in Warwickshire, compared with 1840 in the 1984 
version. 
  
 


