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Freemasonry 

Freemasonry, by its very nature, is steeped in mystery. Without delving too deeply into the subject, the following 
article was discovered by Francis Jephcott of Sutton Coldfield, within the 'History of Freemasonry in Warwickshire'. 

----------------------------- 

In the Grand Chapter Minute Book an entry dated 11th April 1783 read as follows:- 

'Most E Companion Dunckerley by letter informed the Chapter he had granted a dispensation for a Chapter to be held 
at Birmingham by the name of the chapter of Fortitude and appointed Richard Jefcott, John Lloyd and John Hallen to 
act as Principals bearing the date of 6th inst. and requesting that a Warrant be made out from that date which was 
ordered accordingly.' 

The Chapter of Fortitude 

It therefore seems fairly certain that the Chapter was founded on 6th April, 1783. 

The first return made to Grand Chapter gives a list of the members on 9th May, 1783. From this list it is possible to 
deduce who were the founders of the Chapter in addition to the three Principals named in the Grand Chapter Minutes. 
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The founders of the Chapter were very probably: 

Richard Jefcott   Toy Maker  
John Lloyd   Button Maker 
John Hallen   Button Maker 
John Walker   Merchant 
William Whale   Plater 
John Holland   Mercer 
James Tenning   Bucket Maker 
John Bryant   Brass Founder 

The extension of Masonic opportunities in Birmingham could only have come about through the efforts of a group of 
Masons in the town. At that time there were only two practising Lodges. These were Numbered 41 and 176 later to be 
named St Paul's Lodge and St Alban's Lodge are lost and therefore some conjecture is necessary. 

These extracts from the Minute Book indicate that Lodge No 41 (St Paul's) was having a bad period: 

3rd January, 1783: 

The Lodge was not opened this evening, the members being unavoidably otherwise engaged, it was postponed to the 
next stated night. 

17th January, 1783: 

Two members attended, the Lodge was not opened. 

4th July, 1783: 

At the Shakespeare Tav., New Street. 

(Note: This was an ordinary meeting and there is no reference to the formation of a Chapter which must have taken 
place since the last Lodge meeting). 

In the following year the Lodge Minute Book records the visit of members of St Alban's Lodge. 

21st April, 1784: 

Visitor, J Hallow of 176 

15th October, 1784: 

Visitors, Jeffcott and Lloyd of No 176  

It becomes quite clear that the Chapter was formed by members of No 176 Lodge (St Alban's) as Hallow, Jefcott and 
Lloyd were all members of that Lodge.  

It is known that John Bryant, the name of the seventh founder, was Tyler of both Lodges during that period so it is 
reasonable to assume he was the first Janitor of the Chapter.  

Lodge No 176 (St Alban's) met at the George Inn, a large coaching house at the corner of Park Street in Digbeth, so it 
naturally follows that the first meeting place of the Chapter of Fortitude took place at the same inn. 

   

______________________________  
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Political Tendencies  

In the counties of England, from 1429 up until the 1832 Reform Act, the right to vote was given to all men over 21 
years of age who held freehold land or tenements whose annual net value was 40 shillings or more.  

On the whole, the system of voting was a corrupt one, badly in need of the reform that was later to come. Voting was 
a public affair and a record was made of how individuals voted. Some of these records were felt to make good public 
reading and books were published for sale.  

Election time often gave rise to coercion and even bribery by the agents of the prospective member for Parliament, to 
ensure that their man won. It may have been made quite clear to a tenant that the tenure of land could be affected by 
the way he voted. In general, conforming church goers voted Tory and non-conformists voted for the Whigs.  

Up until 1774, voters had to live in the county in which their land was situated and the following example shows four 
Jephcott voters and how they voted.  

Warwickshire Poll Book for 1774  

Voter -    Parish -   Candidates  

Richard Jeffcoat  Atherstone   Holt Skip 

William Jephcott  Elmsden   Holt Skip 

Henry Jephcott   Allesley   Holt Skip 

Thomas Jephcott  Willoughby   Holt Skip  

This brief extract shows great consistency among the Jephcotts. They all voted for the same candidates. Whether 
Messrs Holt and Skip were Whigs or Tories is not known.  

-----------------------------  
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Electioneering Lies  

This item dates from 1837. It mentions Thomas and Georgiana Jefcoate who were Master and Mistress of the 
Kingswinford Workhouse around that time. The IGI tells us that Thomas Jefcoate married Georgiana Ensell at 

Claverley, Shropshire on 3rd March 1800. However, nothing else is known of them.  

A cutting taken from the Black Country Bugle dated April 1985 gives additional information about that strange 
character, the Rt Hon John H Hodgetts Foley MP.  
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A Lamentable and Fearful Fire   

The following article was taken from the Sessions Order Books of Warwickshire and is dated 1655. It refers to a 
disastrous fire that consumed the dwelling houses and possessions of several families, including those of William and 
Thomas Jephcote. It demonstrates how the people in those days would organise a collection from the more well-off 
amongst them, to assist the unfortunate families. 

 

We have no more information as to how the collection went, but no doubt, the information is recorded somewhere, to 
be uncovered by one of us. William and Thomas were most probably the two youngest sons of Nicholas and Elizabeth 

Jephcote of Ryton upon Dunsmore, who are shown on the family tree for the Ansty Jephcotts (family BR).  

------------------------- 
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Mount Jeffcott  

It is a mystery how this mountain came to be named. It is located in central Victoria, Australia and was probably 
named after one of the brother Sirs William and John Jeffcott, more likely the former (see family BJ).   

This photocopy of an 1867 engraving was published in 'the Donald Times', a local paper for the area.  
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Taproom Strippers - 1874 Style  

This is another gem from the Black Country Bugle, dated December 1984. On a page full of comical extracts taken 
from 1874 court records, was this item. 

 

It is not known which family tree the wayward Ellen Jeffcott belongs to, but one day, presumably somebody will lay 
claim to her and find that she turned out alright in the end.   

  _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

By Hook or by Crook   

By Hook or by Crook is the name of a book written by Fred Archer, a renowned author specialising in Black Country 
tales. The extract shown below mentions a Henry Jephcott. What I do not know is whether the tale is fact or fiction. I 
should like to thank June Jephcott of Stratford upon Avon for sending this to me.  

Chapter 1  

Carrants Field lies on the eastern side of the water and when the giant carve-up of enclosure was made in 1773 the 
brook was a dividing line. The Parish of Ashton, where earlier fields were mounded or fenced on Bredon Hill, had nine 
hundred and twenty acres of land enclosed by the Parliamentary Award. Lord Tyrconnel received three hundred and 
fifty-two acres for his land and tithes. The vicar seventy-nine acres for his tithes. Henry Wakeman, squire of 
neighbouring Beckford, one hundred and ten acres for land and tithes, and the Deacle Charity, eighty acres. Two 
other proprietors had over thirty acres, while thirteen Ashton men staked their claim and had allotments varying from a 
quarter of an acre to eleven acres. This was Carrants Field.  

The parish itself was an area much larger than nine hundred and twenty acres, but the Baldwyn family, who had been 
here for five hundred years, farmed the lower slopes of Bredon and grazed that plateau of over nine hundred feet with 
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cattle and sheep. Enclosure had been no more ruthless here than in other parishes and it's heartening to know that 
thirteen labourers were able to keep an allotment although they lost the right to graze common land on Bredon 
because the common was fenced.  

Henry Jephcott, a lawyer from Northampton, stayed at the Red Lion at Beckford to do the official business. He had 
other legal men with him to settle disputes. An Ashton labourer, who was dispossessed of his strip of arable, 
murdered Jephcott but he was never hanged at Gloucester Castle.  

Chapter 3  

'Well, you'll have heard tell of Henry Jephcott, likely - the lawyer who came here from Northampton to settle the parish 
award. Henry Jephcott was murdered. By a person or persons unknown was the verdict at the coroner's inquest. But 
do you want to know what really happened nigh on sixty years ago?'  

'If it's truth, Thomas, let't have it,' Alf said.  

'Long Fred's father was constable at the time, so that's where you come in Alf. A dutiful man, our Dad said, but he 
knew who murdered Henry Jephcott, and so did our Dad. Abel Dunn shot him with his flintlock. He waylaid him in the 
larch plantation behind the Red Lion at Beckford as he walked with his horse lantern to Beckford inn. Missing he was 
for some time. No one knew where the body was but Abel had put it in a couple of wheat sacks, weighed them with 
stone and they found 'un in Ashton moat pond'.  

'Is that why Fred Dunn 'ull never go by that pond at night?' Spider asked Thomas.  

'Maybe, but that's the truth and the truth needs no study. No one gave Abel away. He worked for Squire Henry until 
his death but it shows you, Alf, that thurs ways and means of not always telling tales about your neighbour even if you 
are appointed by the Vestry as a constable.'  

_______________________________  

How Many Ancestors?  

Have you ever considered just how many ancestors you must have? The answer is impossible to calculate. If we are 
extremely fortunate, we may be able to trace our Jephcott family tree back to around the 15th century. Nobody has 
done it yet. In fact, the earliest that any Jephcott ancestry could be traced back (in 2000) is around 1650. Of course, 
we have family trees going back to the 15th or 16th centuries, but no Jephcott can prove a link with them.  

There is another type of family tree that is not particularly relevant to our Jephcott research. It is known as a line of 
descent tree or a record of your direct ancestors. You start with yourself, then add your two parents, your four 
grandparents, your eight great grandparents, and so on. This type of tree would hold over two thousand (2047 to be 
precise) direct ancestors of yours if you were able to trace back ten generations. Ten generations, based on a thirty 
year per generation span, would take you back to the time of the Civil War. What might your ancestors have been, 
cavaliers, roundheads or don't knows?  

  

The author’s personal goal was 1024 ancestors over 10 generations. Since finding three illegitimacies in his ancestry 
with fathers unknown, this figure was whittled down to around 700. In 2020 he had discovered the identity of 121 
ancestors, so Ihe has a fair way to go yet! There is an example of this type of tree in the Family BM section. 
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And now for a bit of fun with mathematics! If you were able to trace back for thirty generations, you would probably 
have a date before the Norman conquest in 1066. Most of you will have heard of the Domesday Book which was 
compiled under the instructions of King William I, or William the Conqueror as he was known, amongst other less 
printable titles. He wanted to know who was who, who owned what and who could be taxed and by how much, in this, 
his new kingdom.   

It has been estimated by wiser persons than us that, at that time, there were one million inhabitants of Britain. 
However, we have drawn up a chart, shown below, showing that we today, would have had nearly 537 million direct 
ancestors around that date.   

  

Either a lot of people were avoiding their new king or somebody did their sums wrong. Neither of these reasons would 
have of course applied. It simply means that there must have been millions of marriages between cousins over these 
past 1000 years, if only you could prove it. We Jephcotts and those of predominantly Anglo-Saxon extraction, must all 
(including the Royal Family) be related somewhere along the line. What with comparatively modern day immigration 
and the mixing of races with our indiginous races, this theory must break down somewhere along the line. 

When this book was last published in printed form in 2000, DNA was an embryonic subject for genealogy. Now it is a 
very real part of genealogy. We can go back thousands of years now. We Jephcott/Jeffcoats, etc. have proved it. 
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  How Rare is our Surname?  

The following table shows the 50 most common surnames in England and Wales, taken from the General Record 
Office at St Catherine’s House, London, from 1838 to 1851, as detailed. These are then compared with a study made 
of 1992 London telephone directories, together with a movement figure. 
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Of course, there will be an element of regional variation, the further away from London one takes the sample, but it is 
put forward here as an example of how surname frequency has changed over the 150 year period.  

On the basis of all spelling variants of our name, a variant of our surname occurs approximately once every 22,000 
entries. We have a rare name indeed!  

(Much of this has been taken from the 1853 Register General's Report, with additional information from notes 
circulated by Mr Martin Ecclestone during the Guild of One-Name Studies' 1994 AGM at Bath.)  
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A study of the electoral roll for the UK in 2000 (www.192.com), gave a total of 1291 voters, approximating to 650 
households and perhaps 1700 people. The breakdown by variant as follows: 

Jefcoat - 6, Jefcoate - 147, Jefcut - 18, Jeffcoat - 164, Jeffcoate - 229 

Jeffcote/Jeffcott - 198, Jeffcutt - 32, Jephcote - 168, Jephcott - 329  

On the basis of 50 million people living in the UK, 1700 of us represents a one in 30,000 rarity value! The conclusion 
being - we have a rare surname indeed!  

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Insurance Records  

Guildhall Library, Sun Fire Assurance Records  

(Ms 119 36 15, page 341) (source letter 562)  

Coventry, Warwicks - 1724  

Policy No 21421  

John Jephcott, Barber, Bayley Lane - £300   

______________________________________________________________________________________________  

Victoria County Histories  

The Victoria County History series is a collection of volumes covering the history of the counties of Britain. Most 
county libraries hold the relevant volume for their own county and sometimes for other counties also. I consulted the 
indexes to the volumes and found the following entries:  

Victoria County Series - Worcestershire  

Vol II P.394  

Reference to Charity Set up by Rev John Jephcott (will dated 3rd March 1712/3) in All Saints & St Lawrence Parish 
Churches, Evesham.  

Vol IV P.505  

Reference to John Jephcott of Pembroke College, Cambridge School on 30 Oct 1661 & was succeeded on 08 Jan 
1662. Reference to Gunpowder Plot Celebrations. 

  -----------------------------  
 

Victoria County Series - Warwickshire  

Vol VII P.374 - Birmingham  

Reference to Rev'd William Jephcote who was minister of St Peter's Parish Church in Old Church Road, Harborn, in 
1715. There is an old painted board in the tower recording a charity of his.  

Vol VII P.561 - Birmingham  

Reference to will dated 1715 of William Jephcote who gave an annuity of œ2 12s to be distributed weekly to four poor 
people of Harborne.  
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Volume VIII P.45 - Ansty  

Reference to Henry Jephcott having added to freehold land of Ansty & being represented at the Cheylesmore court in 
1617.  

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Assorted References and Unidentifieds  

1990 

Member No 71 of the Guild of One-Name Studies once knew a Jeffcoat family in Harrow, Middlesex. Father was an 
engine driver and there were three children - Ken born 1928, Norman born 1931 and Yvonne born 1933. Yvonne 
married in 1960 and lives in South Hutt, New Zealand. 

Can you identify the family? 

 ----------------------------- 

Jephcoat - Mayor of Coventry 

We were handed a slip of paper by a Mr C H J Beamish (Goons 1188) which stated that there was a Jephcoat, Mayor 
of Coventry and a Magistrate on Petty Sessions. The reference came from the Coventry Standard of 6th September 
1861. 

  -----------------------------  

USA 

Letter 420 from Mrs Posie Joyce Conklin states that her mother was a Jeffcott who was descended from John and 
Sarah Vernon Jeffcott of Chapel Hill, Warwickshire, who emigrated to the USA in 1872. Posie has done some 
research into the Jeffcott family tree but I do not have any further details to date.  

She also said that the physician present at the birth of her husband in Latouche, Alaska, in 1925, was a Jephcott. 

----------------------------- 

 (Letter 934)           10th August 1995 

From Mr M J Hinman, Assistant Archivist, City of Coventry Leisure Services to Jean Howard of Elmesthorpe. [Family 
AA] 

Dear Jean 

I have catalogued a large collection of charity records which include the following references: 

54/39/7 12th Mar 1851. Tender by William Davies 'Jepcott' (of Styvechale) of £24 p.a. to rent Conduit Meadows, Spon 
End from Bond's Hospital trustees. 

54/50/1 4th Apr 1845. Copy notice by Bond's Hospital trustees and their tenant John Scampton that Isaac Jephcott 
and Charles Dutton should not further trespass upon property which adjoins theirs by erecting a fence or wall. 

54/50/2 5th June 1849. Report upon the state of Bond's Hospital's High Street property following Jephcott's 
depredations. 

54/228/3 30th Oct 1787. William Jephcoat occupied a house on the northern side of Well Street. 
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54/243/6 4th Oct 1791. Lease by Coventry Corporation to Thomas Jeffcoat [sometimes called 'Jephcoat' in the same 
deed] (of Coventry, shopkeeper) of a house and back building on the eastern side of Cross Cheaping, from 24th June, 
1789 for 21 years at £5.10s. p.a. 

54/243/7 1st July 1794. New lease for 4« years from 24th June, 1810 at the same rate since Jeffcoat has had to 
rebuild the messuage because of roadbuilding. 

54/243/8 29th Oct 1811. Lease by the corporation to the same man (Thomas 'Jephcoat', butcher) from 29th Sept 1814 
for fourteen years at £10.10s. p.a. of 54/243/7's property. 

also,  

From Michael Hinman, Assistant Archivist, City of Coventry Leisure Services. Letter dated 18th April 1996. 

Dear Jean,  

I have come across the following references which might interest you. 

553/2/2. 5th Apr, 1762. Elizabeth Pickering, wife of Thomas, formerly Elizabeth Jephcott, widow, benefited under the 
will of Robert Sanders (of Coventry, roper) and sold her interest in a Much Park Street messuage. 

553/5/1. 29th Aug, 1798. Francis Jeffcoat occupied a Bell Green Cottage. 

567/8/31. c1930. Abraham W Jephcott of 293, Foleshill Road was a member of the Coventry Literary & Debating 
Society. 

_____________________________ 
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Let us end this chapter with some photographs of charts that the author drew up from 1981 onwards, when computers 
were a long way off in the future and creating family trees was a matter of learning calligraphy and finding the special 
nibbed pens and the ink to do the job. We now have a thing called a gedcom! Also we have the 1st edition and the last 
edition of The Jephcott Family book, as well as other J related items, an old bible (family BU), etc. 
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Some happy memories there. 

JJ 16th May 2020 


