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Introduction 
 
This is my family and I (the author) have unashamedly made it the first in this section of the book, with the code AA. This 
family is perhaps the most extensively researched of all those that follow and, because of its many branches, is 
represented on several pages of family trees. 
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The majority of the research has been carried out by me, although I could not have got as far as I have, without so much 
information having been supplied by other members of the family. 
 
The article on the following pages was written by me for serialisation in the society newsletters. I have updated it a little, 
as it was originally written in 1983 and a few more details have since come to light. 
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The Foleshill Jephcotts 
 
This branch of the Jephcott family first appeared in the parish registers of Foleshill in the early part of the 18th century. 
They were to stay for over 200 years. They must have seen Foleshill change from what was then a small farming 
community to an industrialised urban area which has now become completely absorbed within the city of Coventry. 
 
This account relates to those persons shown on the family tree shown later in this section. It tries to give an insight into 
the various records that have survived the passing of time. Details have been taken from the parish registers of St 
Laurence Church, Foleshill, from wills and administrations held at Lichfield and at other repositories, Coventry city 
records, biographical works, stories from living memory, etc. 
 
It should be noted that the parish registers show that other, seemingly unrelated, Jephcotts came to Foleshill for much 
shorter periods - presumably attracted by the work offered by the rapid industrialisation that was taking place. 
 
It should also be noted that, whilst undoubtedly playing a major role in family life, the Jephcott women were not 
mentioned very much in surviving documents, other than in baptisms, marriages and burials. We consequently know very 
little about them. 
 
The family started with Thomas Jephcott (AA60), who was probably the son of Abraham and Judeth Jephcott. We 
assume that he was baptised in the adjacent parish of Stoke on the 30th June 1676. Abraham and his family came from 
Bulkington and thence possibly the family linked in with the Ansty Jephcotts. 
 
Thomas married Hannah Smith in St Michaels Church, Coventry (the old cathedral) on the 2nd November 1709. They 
were described as being both of the parish of Foleshill but it is not known why they married in Coventry. Their subsequent 
family produced the strong male line which is responsible for so many Jephcotts living today. 
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He died in 1745, a widower and intestate (without having made a will). His eldest son Abraham (AA85) a collier, was 
granted Letters of Administration to dispose of his father's estate. Thomas was described as being a yeoman and, an 
inventory made of the goods and chattels of the deceased, simply read: 
 
 
 
 
 Two Flock Beds and Blankets   16s 
 A Waggon, Carte, Plough and Harrowe £3 0s 
 Kitchen Furniture and a Pig  £1 10s 
 Five Horses    £6 0s 
 Three Cowes and Calves  £5 0s 
 Hay and Oates    £1 0s 
 Fourteen Sheep    £1 10s 
 
    Total  £18 16s 
 
Why did he have so many horses? Most probably they would have been used by him and his sons at the nearby collieries 
at Hawkesbury? Another curious aspect of the inventory is, why were the pig and the kitchen furniture put together? Did 
the pig live in the kitchen? It may seem strange to us in this day and age but, most probably it did! 
 
The fourth son William (AA89) died shortly after in 1749 at the age of 22. His will, written 20 days before his death, 
instructed that his estate should be divided between his housekeeper Sarah Smith, his brothers Abraham and Francis, a 
niece, two aunts, an uncle and two of his good friends. There was no mention of his brother Thomas (AA86). For a man 
of only 22, the will seemed to be that of a very caring and thoughtful person. William obviously knew that he was dying 
and it must have been a time of great sadness within the family. 
 
It is interesting to note that both Abraham (AA85) and William (AA89) were able to sign their names clearly, as many 
working class people in those days could not read or write. 
 
So here we appear to have a family who are certainly not at the bottom of the social scale. They appear to have had a 
certain level of education and to have sufficient means to provide a reasonable standard of living. They seem to have 
retained their farming links (as so many Jephcotts before them) and were beginning to adapt their ways to the needs of 
the modern world. You can just imagine those horses hauling coal in big wooden carts, along the rough roads to 
Coventry, with the Jephcott men (and perhaps the children at times) walking alongside them. The cutting of the canal was 
a few years off yet! 
 
It may be of interest at this point to comment on the apparent practice of naming children. It was usual to name the first 
son after either the father or the paternal grandfather. Daughters were often named after the mother or one of the 
grandmothers, but this did not necessarily fall into the same pattern as the male line. Note how many times the names 
Abraham, Francis, William and Joseph have passed down through the generations. What perhaps might seem in poor 
taste now was, in order to ensure that a particular name (usually male) was perpetuated, it appears to have been quite 
normal to name subsequent children of the same sex, following an infant death, by that same name. This occurs three 
times on this family tree. 
 
Francis (AA88), the third son of Thomas and Hannah, was described as a yeoman and a coalcarrier. His first wife 
Elizabeth died within days of giving birth to their second son, Thomas. The baby also died shortly afterwards. Francis 
married again and his second wife Ann, bore him five sons and one daughter. 
 
It was from 1768 to 1769 that the Coventry Canal was built. It passed through the centre of Foleshill. One can just 
imagine the various Jephcotts watching its construction with interest and even possibly assisting with the work. It must 
have taken away a lot of the coalcarrier's livelihoods, requiring yet more adaptation to change. 
 
The next major event to take place in Foleshill was the controversial Inclosure Award of 1775, whereby the common land 
was divided up into allotments and awarded to the villagers according to their entitlement.  
 
The award gave Francis (AA88) two plots of land amounting to 19 perches lying on Courthouse Green and 33 perches 
alongside the road leading to Bell Green. This land was "in compensation of the right of common which he has been 
permitted to exercise and enjoy upon and over the said heath and waste grounds in respect of an ancient cottage....." 
 
The Award also provided plots of 8 perches and 2 roods, and 10 perches, to Rebecca Jephcott (AA86W), the widow of 
Thomas. 
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How did the people of Foleshill react to this division of land that they had farmed for centuries? It must have caused some 
ill feelings in the community. (There is a story about a Henry Jephcott who was a lawyer from Northampton. He is reputed 
to have been murdered over a dispute arising from his presiding over an Inclosure Award in another village. This story 
was written by the author Fred Archer and its authenticity requires further study - see section 21 'by Hook or by Crook'). 
 
Richard (AA122), the son of Francis and Ann, took up the trade of a woolcomber, and on completion of his apprenticeship 
was made a Freeman of the City of Coventry. He was described in the 1841 Census as living in Bond's Hospital, 
Coventry. He died in 1842.  
 
The Church Vestry Minute Book showed another Richard, originally thought to have been the above Richard. This 
individual was a farmer and in 1791 was Headborough of the parish. From 1792 to 1795 he was a Constable. No doubt 
he was a burly fellow since, to hold this position, he would have needed a certain degree of physical strength to enable 
him to take care of the parish delinquents. There was no police force then as we know now. He also appears as a 
member of the Church Committee in 1824. His only son Joseph had no male heirs and upon his death in 1860 his land 
comprising some 58 acres, and estate worth £9000, went to his nephew John Atkins of Barnacle. Although this family is, 
as far as is known, not related to the Foleshill Jephcotts of this article, these facts are nevertheless interesting. 
 
Francis (AA119) and Abraham (AA120), sons of Francis and Ann, were also woolcombers, although only Francis appears 
to have become a Freeman of the City. They presumably worked for the various cottage weaving industries which were 
springing up in and around Foleshill. Mechanisation was on the way and they must have seen many new developments in 
the weaving business. 
 
Francis (AA119) was a member of the Church Committee between 1801 and 1806. The Minutes Book records that he 
took part in meetings covering a variety of parish matters, including such topics as the state of the molecatching in the 
graveyard and also deciding whether the men working on the repairs to the roads should be allowed to have beer during 
their break. Coincidentally, like his father, he married twice, since his first wife Mary died in 1796. 
 
His will dated 15th April 1838 showed that he lived at Bell Green in the parish of Foleshill and in it he directed that "all my 
Household Furniture, Plate, Linen, China, Books, Prints, Pictures, Wearing Apparel, Implements of Husbandry, Brewing 
and Dairy Utensils and Shop Tools of which I shall die possessed shall be sold as soon after my decease as conveniently 
as can be and the proceeds together with all my ready Money, Securities for Money, Book and other debts shall be 
equally paid and divided amongst all my children....". In addition, to his son Aaron (AA251), who was described as being a 
yeoman of Fillongley, he left his land, which he had bought from Elizabeth and Samuel Lloyd. 
 
Aaron does not seem to have carried on the farming tradition for very long as he seems to have left the area shortly after 
his father's death. He must have sold up and moved south. It is known that he married in West Ham, London in 1850 and 
died in Epping in 1860. 
 
William Ryley Jephcott (AA243) the son of Francis and Mary, became a stonemason in Allesley. He died, a widower, on 
the 4th February 1865 with Letters of Administration being granted to his son William, a grocer of Weaman Street, 
Birmingham. 
 
Francis (AA248) was apprenticed in the Spon Street Ward of Coventry as a hatter and feltmaker. He became a Freeman 
of the City, as did his father before him. However, at some stage, he abandoned his apprenticed trade and became a 
jeweller in Coventry, and then later in Birmingham.  
 

This press-cutting (next page), taken from a 1923 Coventry newspaper, 
principally mentions his son Francis (incorrectly headed as James Jephcott, 
probably because he was known as Mr Jephcott and not by his Christian name), 
but also mentions Francis senior. 
 
The third son George (AA250) was apprenticed in Stoke as a weaver and he 
too was made a Freeman of the City. He married Charlotte Wheeler, who was 
also apprenticed as a weaver and they, with their family, remained in Stoke for 
the rest of their years. George and Charlotte were buried in Stoke Churchyard 
and their gravestone, which is still standing (1985), shows that George lived to 
the great age of 97, he being born on the 13th November 1798 and died on the 
13th January 1896. 
 
The picture is of George and Charlotte Jephcott. 
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Francis (AA248), George (AA250) and Aaron (AA251) were baptised 
together. Francis had also been 'done' six years previously, so this must 
have been added insurance for the life thereafter. Presumably their parents 
were not regular churchgoers and they may have forgotten that little 
Francis had been baptised before. 
 
The Church Accounts Book shows that Ann Jephcott, the second wife of 
Francis (AA119), a poor widow of the parish, received the sum of 1s 6d on 
Christmas Eve in the years 1839 to 1841 and 1s in 1842. She died in 1843.  
 
The Foleshill Jephcotts were gradually leaving the family tradition of 
farming behind and were taking up trades in the towns and cities. This 
trend continued through the generations until now, we have such a diverse 
range of occupations that surely could never have been dreamed of by the 
early Jephcotts. 
 
Abraham (AA120) and his wife Elizabeth had six daughters and one son. 
Their youngest daughters were baptised together in 1813 and at a much 
later date than the other children, seemingly when the girls were teenagers. 
Could it have been that the family's church attendance had lapsed? Or 
could it have been due to an argument with or dislike for the vicar? 
Whatever it was, it was certainly Abraham's way of wiping the slate clean 
since the Church Committee Minutes Book showed that in 1816 he 
purchased pew no 87. He must by then have had a clear conscience. 
 
A slate gravestone still standing (in 2000) in the churchyard reads: 
 

ERECTED IN MEMORY OF ELIZABETH 
JEPHCOTT WIFE OF ABRAHAM JEPHCOTT 

WHO DEPARTED THIS LIFE APRIL 27 
1838 AGED 76 YEARS. LIKEWISE OF 

THEIR CHILDREN FRANCES & SARAH 
& 6 GRANDCHILDREN OF 
SMALLWOOD & ORTON 

 
James Jephcott (AA230) the son of Abraham and Elizabeth, was an 
interesting character. He took up the trade of carpenter and wheelwright, 
no doubt assisting with the building of new houses along the Stony Stanton 

Road (or New Road as it was named originally) area. He and his family lived along this road although many of the houses 
have since been demolished. The ones that have survived (including my great grandfather's house) appear now to have 
been colonised by our Asian populace. 
 
The Church Registers show that he was baptised on the 6th October 1793. However, in the 1841 census return he gave 
his age so that it inferred he was born in 1801, in 1851 it would have been a birth in 1800, in 1861 it would have been 
1802 and in 1871, 1805. Was this vanity on his part or did he truly not know how old he was? His wife Hannah was 12 
years younger than him, so could it have been that he did not want her to know how old he was? Even at his death in 
1877 his death certificate gave his age as 82, whereas he was in fact aged 84 years. 
 
James married Hannah Dalton in January 1824 and in February 1824 their first son William (AA300) was baptised. Just in 
the nick of time so to speak! 
 
William (AA300) was another interesting character, about whom we know a little. This is mainly due to his grandson Abe 
(Abraham William, who was born in Coventry in 1886 and used to write stories about Coventry for publication in local 
newspapers and magazines). The following is a transcript of one of Abe's many articles. It gives us a first-hand account of 
Foleshill and also tells us something of grandfather William. 
 

--------------------------- 
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'The Story of Coventry' 
 

by ABE JEPHCOTT 
including 

 
FOLESHILL 

 
Writing about Foleshill and the folks 'O'er the Bridge' is like asking myself to choose a bon bon from a box of 

confectionery. There are so many colourful labels to unwrap. History folklore and legends born in the people of a district 
which at one time belonged to the vast estates of the Lady Godiva of Coventry. 

 
In a word, Foleshill is as old as the aged St Laurence's Church, which sits like a venerable monarch on a throne of 

centuries. There was something special about Foleshill and its appeal to me. 
 

LIME KILNS 
 

As a lad of about seven years of age I used to walk from Jeffreys Woods Cross to my grandfather's house at Paradise, 
Foleshill. It was usually on Sunday mornings, along the canal side, and the Little Common where Mr Tom Browns Lime 
Kilns looked like great horseshoes on fire - flaming red, violet green and blue . . . They were stoked with coal and lime. 

 
Some of the long low boats would unload lime here, others would unload coal and granite at The Basin in Swan Lane or 
go on to the Wharf at Coventry. The canal side, especially from Red Lane Bridge to the Navigation, was beautiful and the 

water clear. There were bull rushes at the water’s edge and an array of wild flowers on the banks - the sweet smelling 
dog rose and the purple tassel of the thistle. If a boat glided along on its way to Coventry there would be a stream of 

green and gold weeds following in its wake. When that passed on the fishermen would drop their lines in again for roach, 
tench or perch. In some cases there was crayfish and eels to be found in the sleepy waters of the canal near the towpath. 

It was a quiet picture of a canal crossing old Stoke Heath. 
 

SHUTTLE MAKER 
 

To see my grandfather Jephcott I had to walk from the canal side through the old yard at Paradise. He lived in the middle 
of a row of houses on the Stoney Stanton Road, between the Co-operative Stores and Mr Goode's bakers shop. These 
houses had a downstairs front room with two windows used by weavers in old days when a single length of ribbon was 
woven on a hand loom. This, of course, being before the advent of a Jacquard machine for making a number of ribbons 

at the same time. There was a Thomas Jephcott, who made fringes and trimmings in Tinsleys Lane. 
 

An old rent book of over 100 years ago shows that the rent of the houses where grandfather Jephcott lived was a shilling 
a week! He was not a weaver but used his front room for hairdressing and shaving. He made shuttles, wrote important 
letters for the neighbourhood, and cut letterings on tombstones. He once made a set of mechanical steel scissors for 

cutting chenille. 
 

He had been educated at The Old Grammar School, Coventry, where he studied chemistry, Latin and metallurgy. That is 
why he could read the labels on bottles in chemists' shops or decipher a doctor's prescription. Why a man with such 
accomplishment became a barber is a mystery, but letters from London, bearing the penny chocolate stamp, were 

addressed - William Jephcott, Paradise, Foleshill. He was once asked to give the Latin name for pump water. He gave it - 
Aqua Delirium Pom Positum. 

 
Grandfather could do a bit of surgery or make anything from a false tooth to putting rivets in antique glass and crockery. 

 
PENNY SHAVE 

 
The Sunday morning session of hairdressing and shaving was of importance to grandfather, who charged a penny for a 

shave and a few coppers for a haircut. This was in keeping with the times when Mr J Cotton ran his horse-drawn bus from 
Bell Green to Broadgate. I often heard the people say they had been on the bus and the fare was only a penny! I think 

this was from the Navigation Bridge to Coventry. 
 

At that time a few interesting characters were around Paradise. 'Sucky Joey', who made farthing lollipops wrapped in 
coloured sugar paper. 'Dobbin', the minder of horses, carrying a put stick, and 'Bass', singing old songs anywhere for a 

copper or nothing! The people here always seemed to speak a foreign language. 
 

The old church was always a topic for conversation in the hairdressing salon! 'Why is the old church like a balloon?' 
'Because it has a Car attached to it.' (Rev Walter Car, MA, was Vicar of Foleshill 1874.) 'Yes, old Gem was a good 

preacher when he rolled his sleeves back.' (Rev Arthur Gem was Vicar of Foleshill 1856.) This kind of conversation went 
on in the midst of lather and the scraping of hollow ground razors. The shaving water on a trivet near the fire, saucepans 
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on each hob and a small Sunday joint in the Dutch oven. And, of course, a large metal pot of bubbling over mashed tea! 
This was Sunday morning at grandfather's house if you went for haircut or shave. 

 
 

LEGEND OF HAWKESBURY 
 

I remember going with him to the old church where he was to do something to a grave. He carried his tools in a flat wicker 
basket and I carried a small pot of varnish or paint. We made our way over the fields from Courthouse Green. I was only 

about seven, but I remember the name on the first grave to the right going into the churchyard. On it the name was 
'NICKS'. This was my first introduction to St Laurence's Church, and so brings me to my first story about the folklore, 

history and legend of the folks 'O'er the Bridge'. 
 

----------------------------- 
 
....and so it goes on. Abe's articles are a joy to read! 
 
It is clear that William's mother was a girl in trouble when she married, having married when seven months pregnant. It is 
obvious that William was very different to his other brothers. He was able to go to grammar school and his life seemed to 
have followed an artistic, creative pattern. On the other hand, his brothers seemed to be more working class, making their 
livings in the building trades and with one later becoming a publican. The truth will never be known but, perhaps William 
was not the true son of James and may have benefited from financial assistance from an unknown father, which enabled 
him to obtain a better education than his brothers and sisters. One thing is certain, the descendants of William have often 
been artistic by nature, there being artists, actors, poets and writers among them. This does not seem to have been the 
case in other branches of the family. 
 
As testimony to some of William's stone work, a gravestone standing in the Churchyard (in 1983) to the Quinney Family, 
bears a small inscription at it's base which reads: 
 
"W. Jephcott. FOLESHILL" 
 
(During a clearance of the churchyard in 1965, many of the poorer condition stones were removed and buried under a 
boundary wall. No doubt some of these had been inscribed by William too.) Some of William's possessions, including a 
notebook in which he wrote down various poems, recipes, medicinal potions and remedies, etc, have been passed down 
through Abe's family. 
 
William and Mary had five sons and two daughters. Two of the sons died at an early age and there is some uncertainty as 
to what became of their third son Thomas (AA402). We know that he was living at home in 1861, but by 1871 he was not 
included on the census return. Did he marry, or could he have been the Thomas that was shown in the church registers to 
have died in the Foleshill Union Workhouse in 1871, aged 22? 
 
Their eldest surviving son William (AA401) was a 'Warp Picker' in 1861, a Labourer in 1871 and a bricklayer's labourer in 
1881. Little more is known of him, except that he was buried in the same grave as his niece Hilda May, daughter of his 
brother Abraham (AA405). 
 
Sarah Ann (AA406) married Samuel Warwick and they ran the 'Old Crown Inn' in Lenton Lane. 
 
Abraham (AA405) married Frances Walker Bunny and they had seven children (one of whom was Abe, mentioned 
earlier). He was described as both a bricklayer and builder and he worked on houses and public houses in and around 
Coventry. His main line of business at one time was as a builder of bakery ovens. 
 

----------------------------- 
 
Here follows an extract from the census for the year 1861 and for the registration district of Foleshill: (RG9 2197). It 
mentions some of this family. 
 
John Jephcott (A301), the second son of James and Hannah, became a bricklayer and in later life described himself as a 
builder. He married Emma Birch in 1847 and they lived at first in Causeway Lane, then Brickiln Lane, and then in Stony 
Stanton Road. Around 1860, they moved into Coventry. All of their children were baptised at the old church of St 
Laurence in Foleshill, which had been the place of worship for generations of Jephcotts before. 
 
Emma's father was a weaver. She was shown in the 1851 census as being a hand weaver of silk. At that time John and 
Emma employed a domestic servant, Ann Chivers aged 15 years, who came from Ireland. With so many children and so 
much work to do, a servant to do some of the chores must have been of great help. 
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An Extract from 1861 Census for Foleshill 
 
Persons living  Position  Marital Age Occupation  Where Ref 
at property  Household Status     born 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3 Stony Stanton Road (next to the Bacchus and Bear Public House). 
 
James Jephcott  Head  Wid 59 Carpenter  Fol AA230 
Ann Jephcott  Dau  Unm 29 Drift Maker  Fol AA303 
Elizabeth Jephcott Dau  Unm 20 Warp Picker  Fol AA307 
Jane Jephcott  Dau  Unm 16 Silk Winder  Fol AA309 
 
10 Stony Stanton Road 
 
Smith Family 
Hannah Jephcott Servant  Unm 18 House Servant  Fol AA308 
 
45 Stony Stanton Road 
 
Joseph Jephcott Head  Mar 32 Bricklayer  Fol AA302 
Selina Jephcott  Wife  Mar 30 Silk Weaver  Fol AA302W 
Ann M Jephcott  Dau   4 Scholar   Fol AA420 
Henry Jephcott  Son   3    Fol AA422 
George Jephcott Son   1    Fol AA421 
 
128 Stony Stanton Road 
 
William Jephcott Head  Mar 37 Barber & Grinder Fol AA300 
Mary Jephcott  Wife  Mar 38 Weaver Ribbons Fol AA300W 
William Jephcott Son  Unm 15 Warp Picker  Fol AA401 
Thomas Jephcott Son   12 Loom Joiner  Fol AA402 
Joseph Jephcott Son   10 Scholar   Fol AA403 
Sarah Jephcott  Dau   7 Scholar   Fol AA406 
Elizabeth Jephcott Son   4 Scholar   Fol AA404 
 

--------------------------- 
 
Little else is known of John and Emma. After the death of his wife in 1892, John lived for a short time with his nephew 
Abraham's (AA405) family. His unofficial will requested that the two freehold properties that he owned in Locker Lane, 
were to be sold and the money divided equally between his children. In addition, an extra £5.00 and his corner cupboard 
was to be given to his daughter Mary Jane Godfrey, in 'recognition of her kindness and attention'. 
 
John was buried in St Laurence churchyard on 28th April, 1905, aged 79 years. The Parish Registers show his address 
as 10 Peel Street. Two gravestones standing against the east wall of the church (in 2000) record the deaths of John and 
Emma, and their daughter Hannah (AA416), who died at 16 years of age. 
 
Mary Jane (AA410), John and Emma's first child, married John Joseph Godfrey, a builder from Newhall, Derbyshire. 
Before her marriage the census described her occupation as a warper. 
 
Emma (AA411) died on 9th March 1872, at the age of 22 years. 
 
James (AA412), like his father, took up the trade of bricklayer. He married Louisa Ann Isaac, the daughter of John Isaac, 
who was also a builder (as well as being an hotel proprietor and an undertaker). 
 
Mr Isaac had the contract to build Coventry Fire Station and he employed his son-in-law James, to assist with its 
construction. It is believed that Jane's brothers Walter (AA414) and John William (AA415), who were also bricklayers, 
also assisted with the work. 
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James (AA412) and Louisa Ann (pictured above) were shown in the 1881 census as living in Red House Road. They had 
six daughters and two sons, although only the first four children were baptised at St Laurence's. 
 
Walter (AA414) married Mary Jane Ariss, the daughter of a jeweller. He became a builder and was made a Freeman of 
the City of Coventry. They had three sons and a daughter and they lived in Coventry. 
 
John William (AA415) married Mary Eaves, a coalminer's daughter. They had two daughters and the family lived in 
Coventry. He too was a Freeman of the City. He wrote a charming (if short) little autobiography, which is shown later in 
this section. 
 
Elizabeth (AA417) married Tom Mason, a weaver. 
  
Joseph Jephcott (AA302), the third son of James and Hannah, like his 
elder brother John, also took up the trade of bricklayer. At the age of 27 
years he married Selina Wallace, the daughter of a cattle dealer. They 
had nine children. Selina died in 1875 at the age of 44. 
 
Joseph is pictured here. 
 
Of their children, two of the boys, Joseph (AA424) and Edward James 
(AA427), died in infancy. After young Joseph died, the next male child 
was named Joseph (AA425) and he became a butcher. He married 
Elizabeth Garner and they and their three children lived in Gloucester. 
 
Joseph senior (AA302) remarried around 1885 to another Selina 
(maiden name unknown) and they had a daughter May Selina. 
 
Joseph died in 1910 and is buried in St Laurence churchyard. Selina 
died in 1930. In his will, Joseph's address was given as 520 Stoney 
Stanton Road and in it he directed that his property should be offered to 
his son Joseph for the sum of £700 and which was presumably 
somewhat less than the market value. In addition he left legacies of £20 
to his children Emily Mason, Annie Cantrill, May Selina Jephcott, Henry, 
and Joseph, and to his grand-daughter, the child of his daughter Annie 
Maria Norgrove. To his son George Edwin, he left £10. He left his first wife's clothes box to his daughter Emily Mason and 
his own clothes box to his son Joseph. The residue of his estate was left to his daughter May Selina. 
 
Henry (AA422), the eldest son (the author's grandfather), was baptised at the then recently built church of St Pauls on the 
Foleshill Road on February 7th, 1858. He was born on October 1st, 1857. However, three years later, he was baptised 



The Jephcott Family – Chapter 6 – Family AA, AG and DD 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

6.AA.10 

again at St Laurence Church with younger brother George Edwin. Was his first baptism forgotten or were the ancient links 
with the old church too strong to allow a break with tradition?  Henry was apprenticed in Coventry to William and John 
Johnson as a 'Plumber, Painter and Glazier'. At 20 years of age, he married Mary Jane Cox, a gardener's daughter, and 
they had three children. Their marriage certificate gave both of their addresses as 22 Stony Stanton Road. 
 

 
 
He started a plumbing business in Coventry and then later moved to Birmingham. It is believed that the family went into 
the abattoir and/or meat transport business at some stage and, following a disagreement or upset within the family, Henry 
gave up his share of the company. It is not known what became of Mary Jane [we do now, read on] but Henry met Jess 
Arthur Jephcott’s grandmother Eunice May Innis, some thirty years his junior, and together, they had three children. One 
child, Wilfred, died in infancy, and shortly afterwards they all moved to London. Henry was very active with his newly 
adopted church in London and was made a Freeman of the City. He died in Battersea in 1939 at the age of 81 and is 
buried in Morden Cemetery. 
 
The pictures are of Henry Jephcott (1857 - 1939), his wife Eunice and daughter Nancy. 
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George Edwin (AA421) never married, as far as is known. He became a colliery carpenter and, in later life, lived in 
Newhall, Derbyshire. He died in 1936 and his will directed that his estate should be divided between his sister Emily 
Mason and his friend's wife, Martha Elizabeth Whetton of Newhall. 
 

------------------------ 

George Jephcott (AA304), the fourth son of James and Hannah, followed in the building trade and became a carpenter. 
He married Emma Garratt and they had four children. He later became a publican and ran the Bowling Green Public 
House in Coventry. In his will, which was dictated by him from his deathbed, he left the tenancy of the Bowling Green to 
his two spinster daughters and, to his son William, he offered the tenancy of the Five Ways Tavern in Harnall Lane.  
 
This is the 1891 census for Coventry where son William was shown as the publican of the Five Ways Inn. 
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To his five sisters, then living, he left £5 each. He was only 57 when he died on 26th January 1888. 
 
William and his wife Clara (née Standbridge) had three children, their oldest, Arthur becoming a publican too. In 1911, he 
and his wife Helen had the Trafalgar Arms in Coventry. Their second son Alfred, was a butcher and moved to Barrow in 
Furness. The 1911 census gives him as Alf Jephcott, living as a boarder and being born in Portrush in Ireland. What that 
was about, we can only guess, but what we do know is that Alfred and his brother Arthur George were both baptised in St 
Mark’s Church, Coventry, on the same day in 1889. Perhaps his removal to Barrow and a false place of birth was 
something to do dodgy characters he was caught up with in the pub business in Coventry. We understand that Alfred 
married twice, in 1913 and in 1931. His second wife was Amy Godwin,and they had no children. So the story goes, Alfred 
was apprenticed to a butcher, joining the Royal Artillery as a gunner in 1915.He injerited money from his father and didn’t 
work until 1923. He owned a racehorse and two cars. Allegedly, a man was killed driving one of his cars, and the 
insurance claim killed him. He went on to be a driver for Riley Cars and then a transport manager. 
 

It was in 1982 that the author met William Henry 
Jephcott, known as Harry, a rosy cheeked and 
always smiling elderly man, who lived in a static 
home in Althorne, near Maldon in Essex (at that 
time). Harry became a good friend and we often 
met to discuss family history matters. He never 
married, it would seem, but he had a twinkle in his 
eye when he spoke of his time spent in Africa. It 
would seem that he had an African lady as a 
companion and, when she died, Harry returned to 
England.  
 
He told us that, when he was a young man he 
became a toolmaker, working for Riley in 
Coventry. Then he went to Lee and Francis. He 
joined the Merchant Navy in 1941 and, when the 
war ended he joined the NAAFI. That took him to 
Germany in 1946, Kenya in 1955, Germany in 
1973 and then came retirement in 1977. He 

worked as a club manager. He always had some cakes at the ready and was clearly a keen cook. A result of being in the 
catering business for much of his life.  
 
Harry came to our clan gathering in 1984 and met up with a long lost nephew John Jephcott and his family. They were 
eager to know more about him and his mysterious family background. Harry spoke of the mysteries of Barrow in Furness, 
how the family went there, a lady named Postlethwaite (perhaps Harry’s mother, Mary Elizabeth Turner’s real name) and 
her angry father. A possible case of kidnap, that Harry did not know the details of. His father Alfred was a bit of a mystery 
to Harry. On his death certificate of 1951, Alfred was 61 years old, a retired transport manager and who died of ‘coal gas 
poisoning. Suicide whilst the balance of his mind was disturbed’.  
 
Harry, being the eldest of the children was a parent to the younger ones. The youngest was Raymond, whom Harry 
thought was adopted, but wasn’t sure of it. The gedcom tree gives the details. 
 
 

------------------------ 
 
And so here ends an account of just one of the Jephcott family lines. It produced a large number of male children who 
carried the name on to many Jephcotts living today. They are all able to claim descent from a humble 17th Century farmer 
from what was then a small village called Foleshill. 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 



The Jephcott Family – Chapter 6 – Family AA, AG and DD 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

6.AA.13 

Francis Jephcott (AA248) 
 
Francis Jephcott and his wife Mary had five children. One branch of the family moved to live in sunny California, USA. 
Donald Jephcott, one of Francis' great great grandsons wrote to me and enclosed the following items. One is a business 
card and the other a photograph of his car licence plate. Donald's great grandfather Thomas lived in Llandudno, Wales 
and for a time ran a boarding house. 
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Thomas Jephcott (AA321) 
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Francis Vernon Jephcott 
 
Another branch of the family has currently produced a line of eight consecutive generations of male children with the 
name Francis, the youngest being Christopher Francis, son of Paul Francis and Paula Jephcott. Paul has discovered 
many family papers and photographs and has very kindly let me have copies for my records. 
 
Paul's grandfather, Francis Vernon distinguished himself in the Great War, as mentioned in the following newspaper 
items. 
 
 
 

 
 
In the New Year Honours published 31st December 1998, Francis Vernon Jephcott's son Francis (known to us as Jeph) 
was awarded the MBE 'for services to the community in Sutton Coldfield and the West Midlands. 
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Francis Jephcott (AA333) 
 

1836 - 1926 
 
Francis Jephcott was ordained as a priest in 1872 in Birmingham. The Clergy Directory of 1879 records that he became 
chaplain of the House of Correction, Southwell, Notts, in 1875. The 1881 census shows he and his wife Hannah living at 
Heigham, Norfolk, Francis being described as a chaplain. 

 
I have a copy of his ordination certificate, the original being in the 
possession of Francis Jephcott of Birmingham. It reads in part '.... 
of whose virtuous and pious life, conversation, and competent 
learning and knowledge in the holy scriptures, we were well 
assured....'.  
 
Virtuous and pious Francis appears to have had a mistress, 
Marie Kohler, who bore him three children, each one being given 
a different surname on their birth certificate, presumably to 
protect the identity of their father (and therefore also his career). 
When Francis' wife died in 1925, he married Marie that same 
year. Francis died the following year. Their son Alexander 
became a doctor of medicine and was much respected where he 
practised in Enfield. The newspaper article on the following page 
was published in the Enfield Gazette and Advertiser in 1962, 
following Alexander's death. 
 
Alexander had three sons who all became doctors. One of them, 
Edmund, was an inventor, an example of which is shown on the 
following page. Alexander studied oriental languages, as did 
other Jephcotts mentioned in this book. 
 
The picture is of Francis Jephcott (1836 - 1926). 
 
Dr Christopher Jephcott has some photographs and family 
papers and kindly provided me with copies.  

 
There is some considerable intrigue over Marie Kohler. She is shown in the 1901 census as Marie Jephcott, wife, 
married, aged 45, born in Germany, living with four children, as shown below. 
 

 
 
Straight away, we can say that she was not married to Francis at that time. We do not know who James is, perhaps from 
a previous relationship, which might explain the Norfolk reference (not a Jephcott related place). Or perhaps the family 
simply did not know of him and did not pass down the information. His sister Marie was also allegedly born in Norwich. 
Alec would have been Alexander, later to become an eminent physician – yet Frederic is shown as a medical student, 
born in Canada. 
 
By the time of the 1911 census, Marie was living with her daughter, but described as mother-in-law, aged 55, a widow, 
resident of Germany. Also living with son Alexander, a divinity student – later to become a doctor of medicine, born in 
Frogmore, Herts.  
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In 1909, a Francis Jacob Jephcott, allegedly born in Norwich in 1882, was in a lunatic asylum nearby. He died 1950 and 
was buried near to the family in Middlesex. He is shown in some detail in family DZ, as a mystery man. Could he have 
been Marie’s son James, given the name of his father ‘Francis’ and the biblical version of James ‘Jacob’, as a means by 
which to hide his true identity? It seems likely, and would explain why the rest of the family didn’t know about him. 
 
 

 
 
Here is a picture of Marie that has passed down through the family, and a section of our gedcom tree, showing what we 
have deduced about Marie. Was she a fantasist, a habitual liar, mentally ill or just ashamed of admitting to her illegitimate 
children?  
 

      
 

We received a letter from Christopher Jephcott (shown on the tree above) in 1984, number 269 in our collection. In it he 
stated that Francis was a missionary in Canada for a time and also a chaplain at Norwich Prison. So that clarifies the 
census entries for places of birth of the children. Christopher also mentioned that Francis and Marie used the names 
Cartwright and Hazelhurst to hide the children’s actual identities on their birth certificates. However, we have been unable 
to find Marie Katherine, Alexander or James’ birth records at the GRO. Some further research should reveal the details. 
 
Here follows some information about their son Alexander and one of his sons Edmund.  
 

 
Alexander Jephcott 

 

 
 



The Jephcott Family – Chapter 6 – Family AA, AG and DD 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

6.AA.18 

 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Dr Chris Jephcott 
 
- 2017 

 

 
 

Dr Chris Jephcott, passed away on June 8th 2017, peacefully, at the North London Hospice. Much missed by family, 
friends, medical colleagues and patients, and campaigners in both the Enfield Society and Bridgnorth Civic Society. The 
funeral mass was held on July 5th at Our Lady of Mount Carmel and St George RC church in London Road, Enfield, 
followed by interment at New Southgate Cemetery. Here he is at the historic bridge named after him over the New River 
by Enfield Council in April, in recognition of over 50 years service to the community. May he rest in peace. 
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Edmund Jephcott 
 

 
Sunday Express Magazine - 17th October 1982 
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John William Jephcott (AA503) 
 
This delightfully written potted autobiography was kindly sent to me by Mrs Mabel Munday. Her uncle John William 
Jephcott died in 1961 and he was the son of James and Louisa Ann. 
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Abe Jephcott 
 
This book is dedicated to the memory of Abe Jephcott, a man that I never met. He died in 1971, but I was pleased to 
have met his two daughters Sonia Biseker and Audrey Bennett who acquainted me with Abe's writings and memorabilia. 
He was a true Coventrian who seems to have never missed an opportunity to preserve a bit of Coventry's history, 
whether it be in writing or by rescuing a bit of historical building material. In a way, I feel that I am following-on where he 
left off. 
 
He wrote a series of articles about Coventry's history, which were published in the 'Guildsman', the Freeman's Guild 
magazine. I have a collection of most of his articles and they would make an interesting little book in themselves. 
 
 
JJ 
 
 

 
 

Abraham William Jephcott and Clara Amelia (née Stringer) 
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Inset here is a photograph of Abe’s brother 
John Joseph Jephcott (1897 – 1916),  

who was missing in action in WWI in 1916.   
 

He is shown in our Roll of Honour 
 in the Monumental Inscriptions  

chapter of the book. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The following item is an obituary to Abe,  
published in the 'Guildsman' in 1971.  

 
On the following pages are further newspaper  

articles recording Abe’s good works. 
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One of Abe's nephews was Howard Jephcott, an artist. The following item is an obituary to him. Howard had five children 
by two marriages. One of the sons died in suspicious circumstances, possibly the result of gambling debts. Two other 
sons, Dominic and Saul, were actors who had both appeared in television productions over the past years. 
 
Dominic sent us the photograph shown below. We went to see Saul when he was appearing in a theatre production in 
Frinton on Sea. He was an accomplished pianist. We met after the show and exchanged some family details. 
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Joseph Stanley Jephcott 
 

1908 - 1997 
 
Jerry, as he liked to be known, was a strong supporter of the Jephcott Society and it was through our research that we 
made contact with him and was able to re-unite him with my father and aunt Nancy, whom he had not seen since before 
1939. To my mind, he was a true gentleman, the like of which one does not seem to meet any more. An obituary is shown 
below and photographs of both his parents, Joseph and Elizabeth (née Garner) are shown on the following page. 
 

 
 
 

Joseph Stanley Jephcott  
with his wife Rosemary,  

far left, and his sister Elsie, 
 taken at their home in Clevedon 

 in August 1982. 
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  Joseph Jephcott      Elizabeth Jephcott 
  (son of Joseph and Selina)     (née Garner) wife of Joseph 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Frederick George Jephcott 
 

There were three Frederick George Jephcotts, the first born in 1883 to 1950, the second 1910 to 1997, the third 1932 to 
2018. This was a significant branch of the family tree that has been well researched over the years and is shown on the 
gedcom tree on our web page. 
 

The Family of Frederick George Jephcott senior (born 1883) and Fanny (née Veasey) 

Their branch of the family tree. 
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Frederick George was born in 1884. In 1901, George was living with his mother and brother, and others who included one 
F Veasey, aged 19 years. Fanny would have been pregnant at that time and unmarried (indeed, George and Fanny did 
not marry until 1913, just before George went off to fight in WW1). Could this be the clue as to why little Florence was 
allowed to go and live in Canada? George was perhaps not the father. 

 

Here follows some of George’s wartime documents, much damaged, but mostly legible. We learn from them that George 
joined the Royal Engineers in September 1914, meaning that he would/might have been labelled as an ‘Old 
Contemptible’.  

The Old Contemptibles Association was founded in 1925. Membership was limited to veterans of the regular army who 
had served in the British Expeditionary Force in France and Flanders within range of enemy artillery during the period 5 
August to 22 November 1914 and had thus taken part in the desperate early battles and retreats before the advancing 
German forces, before the tide turned and the allies counterattacked at the Battle of the Marne.  The Association took its 
name from a notorious Order of the Day issued by the Kaiser in August 1914 which referred disparagingly to Sir John 
French’s ‘contemptible little army’. The derogatory title was adopted enthusiastically by soldiers in the BEF. Was George 
a member? 

Having produced eight of their fourteen children by that time, George married Fanny in 1913, with Joseph (known as 
Harry) arriving in 1914. His children are listed on the next page. This would have ensured that Fanny received wife status 
for military records and that wages and a possible widow’s pension would have been paid to her. Did George see war 
coming and thought that marriage would be a wise move? 
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Fanny and George I in their  
garden in Middlemarch Road,  

Coventry.  
 

George died in 1950,  
six years after Fanny. 
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Frederick George Jephcott II (born 1910) 

(Source Letter 1068) 
 
Frederick George Jephcott died on 13th October 1997, only ten days after his 87th birthday. He was born in Coventry and 
had returned to live with his eldest son at Bedworth early in 1997. Among other things, he was a prisoner of war in Poland 
and could tell many an interesting story about life in the camp and the long walk home. He had a meat transport business 
for many years in Coventry but then bought La Villette Hotel, St Martins in Guernsey, which he ran until his retirement. 
Afterwards he lived in Somerset until his wife Miriam died, whereupon he returned to Guernsey. Poor health finally made 
living on his own impossible and he returned to his roots for the last few months. 
 
He joined the Army in 1939 and was in the Royal Engineers where he attained the rank of Corporal. I believe he was 
taken prisoner at Dunkirk and was then a POW in Poland. He returned home 1945/6.  
 
I think he went to work for his pre-war employer Walter McCushion (Wholesale Fruit & Veg) as a driver to start with and 
then went to work for his father in the meat transport business. When his father died he took the business over and ran it 
until 1958 when he purchased La Villette Hotel in Guernsey. Fred and myself then ran the business. He built the hotel up 
into a thriving business with many guests returning year after year to enjoy the pleasant setting, beautiful gardens, good 
food and accommodation. George and his wife made excellent hosts and were very popular. (I joined Dad at la Villette in 
1967 after my first wife died and subsequently met my wife there when she was a guest at the hotel in 1968). 
 
Around 1970 they retired to Somerset where they bought a smallholding. Dad as usual kept very busy, he had quite a 
large flock of free-range hens and always had some job on the go keeping the place in perfect condition. Mum eventually 
died of throat cancer (around 79) and Dad returned to Guernsey. He and his sister Mary bought a bungalow which they 
shared until her death 25.4.93. After this he lived on his own doing everything for himself and looking after his large 
garden. He always loved annual plants and right from the time he had La Villette his summer garden was a picture of 
colour. At the age of 83 he had a triple heart bypass operation and though he suffered a stroke during the operation and 
other complications he fought through and continued to live on his own until ill-health forced his return to England and the 
home of his son Fred in April of 1997 where he lived for a short time until his death 13.10.97. 
 
His school is unknown. He Married Miriam Beatrice Clare in 1931 (my brother Fred has all documents). Frederick George 
junior was born 7th July 1932 and his brother Arthur Bert was born 11th August 1933. 
 
 

Children of Arthur Bert Jephcott 
 
Lorraine Dawn born 7.4.67 - her mother was Mary Elizabeth (died 2.5.67) 
 
Mark born 21.10.69 - her mother is Karen Lesley 
 
Lorraine married Kevin Shaw and they have two children 
 Martyn Arthur Bernard born 26.6.89 
 Lisa Maria born 8.12.92 
 
Mark married Lisa Squirrel (now divorced) and they have two children 
 Damon Jake born 28.4.91 
 Jade born 14.4.94 
 

(These details sent by Arthur Bert Jephcott.) 
 
 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Frederick George and Fanny had fourteen children in total. Two died as infants. One was taken to Canada by her 
aunt/grandmother/adopted mother – we are unsure of exactly what the situation was. Florence Jane was the first born, 
and a sister to Frederick George the second. Here following is a little of the story.  
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Florence Jane Jephcott (born 1901). 

She is shown in the 1911 census, living with her grandmother Mary Ann Jephcott, living at 24 Wimbourne Road, 
Birmingham, and various boarders. Here is the record. 

 

 

On 4th October 1911, Henry Jephcott (born 1857 and grandfather to Florence), his estranged wife Mary Jane (née Cox), 
and their grand-daughter Florence Jane Jephcott boarded the Royal George at Bristol and set off across the Atlantic 
Ocean, bound for Quebec in Canada. The family story is that Florence was taken to Canada by an aunt, where she was 
adopted. She was 10 years old, the first child of Frederick George Jephcott and Fanny, née Veasey. By 1911, George (as 
he was known) and Fanny, had had seven children, one of whom had died in infancy.  

 

 

We may never know the circumstances of why they gave up their child in this way, or why Henry and Mary Jane had 
decided to take such a step.  

The absence of Henry from the 1911 census above was because he had been living elsewhere with two children by 
another woman. That woman, Clara Annie Phipps, had died in 1907, leaving Henry to bring up the 10 and 8 year old 
Doris and Frederick. The 1911 census tells us that Henry was living with a Miss Phipps, described as his sister - and who 
was, presumably, Clara Annie’s sister. So, with this journey to Canada, were they intending to patch up their differences 
and start a new life together in Canada, Henry’s two little children having presumably been adopted by somebody? Here 
are the ship’s records of the passage. 

The ages on the shipping documents match with what we know, but why was he described as a butcher? We think that 
that was a new business venture that hadn’t gone too well. Money problems perhaps. Henry was apprenticed as a 
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plumber, so this was a very different profession to take on. We understand that his son, Frederick George, was a butcher, 
so there would have been a connection there. 

The purser’s sheet has a strange note against Henry’s name, ‘to son manager’. What could that have meant? It was 
presumably a reference to having permission to take the child overseas. 

 

 

This is a poor copy of Florence’s birth certificate. 

 

So, off they went to Canada. What else do we know? We know that Henry came back, as he went on to meet Eunice May 
Innis, almost 30 years younger than him, to charm her, and to have three children with her. Had it been all too much for 
Henry, this new land with all its opportunities? Or had it been the plan all along, to accompany Mary Jane and her 
‘daughter’ to Canada and then to return to England to get on with his life? We will never know.  
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We know that Mary Jane (Frederick George’s mother) died in Ottawa, Canada, in 1939, in the same year as Henry died. 
Mary Jane had become Mary Jane Burge; her father’s name, James Cox being given on her death certificate, as it had 
been on her wedding certificate when she had married Henry Jephcott. Here is a copy of her death certificate. 

 

So, what did happened to Florence Jane Jephcott, the little grand-daughter taken to Canada when she was ten years 
old? We know that she married and had children and, hopefully lived happily ever after, dying in Colorado, USA in 1981. 
Rhoda (daughter of one of the sons of George and Fanny, Raymond) remembers meeting Florence once, with Florence’s 
daughter Toots. A visit home presumably. 

On the following page is a news-cutting from an Ottawa newspaper, announcing the marriage of Florence to Harry Robert 
Whitehead in 1917. She was sixteen years old. 

The other children of George and Fanny have interesting stories to tell as well; always with a firm Coventry connection. 
We have already read a little of the story of Frederick George the second, from his son Arthur. One day we may tell a 
fuller story of the rest of this branch of the family.  

We conclude this section with some photographs of some of the other brothers and sisters from the Jephcott/Veasey 
branch of our family AA..  

  



The Jephcott Family – Chapter 6 – Family AA, AG and DD 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

6.AA.38 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. Fanny (known as Sue) was born in 1912 in Coventry.  At some point in her life she decided that she wanted to be 
called Sue, not Fanny. Perhaps the later connotations of the name were upsetting to her. 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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10. Raymond     1917 to 1999 

 

This is a picture of Ray with his mother Fanny during home leave in WW2. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

13. Leslie     1923 to 2007  

 

Leslie 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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14. Sydney     1926 to 1981 

This lovely photograph of Syd and Eileen’s wedding in 1944, during the war, during the austerity of those war years, 
shows how the women were still able to put on a good show. The only sadnesses were that Fanny, the matriarch of the 
family was missing from the picture (she had died earlier that year) and the other brothers and sisters could not be there 
for the knees-up. 

 

 

Angie (Les’ daughter) gave us a run down on who was who in the picture. 

Front row right of bride (Eileen Helen Teresa Coleman, Angie’s mother), is 
the bride’s sister Betty Coleman. Right of her is a friend of the bride (possibly 
the daughter of one of the groom’s sisters). Standing between and behind the 
two seated ladies is the bride’s mother Blanch Coleman.  

Standing to the right of the bride is Frederick George Jephcott, father of the 
groom (Sydney Jephcott, Angie’s father). Standing top right, we are unsure 
but possibly the husband of one of the groom’s sisters. 

Standing left of the groom is the groom’s brother in sailor’s uniform, Leslie 
Jephcott. This was in 1944, during the war. 

Front row bottom left is a daughter of Elsie. To the right of her seated is 
Patricia, Leslie’s first wife. Standing top left is Elsie Jephcott, sister of the 
groom. To the right of Elsie, to the left of Leslie is Sue (Fanny officially), sister 
of the groom. 

Fanny Jephcott (née Veasey) died in 1944, a few months before this picture 
was taken. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Here are three of the brothers, Les, Ray and Syd. We have no pictures of George or Harry. 

 

 

Here is Fanny Jephcott with six of her seven daughters. Her six daughters (at that time) were Louisa Gladys, Mary, Emily 
May, Elsie, Fanny (Sue), Lilian. Sue is on the far right but the identity of the others is not known. 

Rhoda thinks that they are as follows: 

Far right Sue, Emily, Gladys, Mary, Lilian - far left must be Elsie not sure. 
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Arthur Henry Jephcott  
 

1915 to 2007 
 

(known to his friends as Jeph) 
 

My Dad - My First Hero! 
 
Jeph was born in Birmingham, on 7th June 1915 but moved with his parents to London when he was three years old.  
 
(There is a great family mystery over his parents circumstances, as no marriage record has ever been found, his father 
was known to have married in 1876, not to Jeph's mother, his wife's history is unknown and the move to London was 
done in a hurry at the toss of a coin and all questions from Jeph and his older sister Nancy, went unanswered. Jeph's 
mother was 29 years younger than his father.) 
 
His first school was St Dunstan's in the West, Fetter Lane, and then at the age of 5 or 6 he was sent to St Clement Danes 
School, Drury Lane.  
 
Jeph became a chorister at the age of 17 and took a job with a firm of solicitors as an office boy. Next he went to Lever 
Brothers working in the stationary department and carrying messages and other duties. Next he was posted to a garage 
at Battersea and ended up getting the sack for spending to much time watching the mechanics working on the vehicles. 
For a while he was unemployed but then got a job with Dales manufacturing in Pimlico as a clerk. Mother and father got a 
job with Hamiltons in the West End as caretakers to the various empty houses that were scattered around the area and 
owned by far wealthier people. They lived in Lord Mitcham's house in Harlington Street (now known as Harlington 
House). For a time they lived in Beau Brummel's house at the side of St James Palace.  
 
In 1933 or 1934 Jeph fell through a glass roof and ended up spending 8 weeks in hospital. In 1935 he took a job with the 
European Investment Trust Company in Grosvenor Crescent until the outbreak of War, where he was involved in general 
office duties and repossessing vehicles, etc. It was whilst working there that he met Mary Voss, his wife to be, who 
worked for British Railway Traffic, an associate company. 
 
Jeph volunteered for the Army where he was called up in June 1940 on 2 shillings pay. He started with Infantry Training 
Battalion, Exeter in Devonshire and ended up in the Regimental Barracks in Exeter. 
 
Before too long he was transferred to Scarborough, then Darlington, then Richmond (Yorkshire) and finally ending up at 
Catterick Camp.  
 
They were put on the 'Empress of Japan' heading for India with 'HMS Birmingham' in support. The first port of call was 
Freetown and then Capetown, where they given shore leave and looked after by local families. Then one day, without any 
warning and any opportunity to say goodbye to the people that have been showing them so much hospitality, they were 
not allowed off the ship and sailed the next day for Bombay. They ended up in Mhow central province with the Signal 
Training Corps. Jeph was promoted to operator wireless B3 category and underwent three months of training. 
 
He was posted to the Nineteenth Indian Division of the Royal Signals at Secrunabad? and he was, amongst others, with 
Johnny Gilbert, a famous jockey of the time who was given the job of looking after polo ponies for the officers. Later, Jeph 
was posted to Rangoon at Armonaga? Fort, 23rd Indian Division then onto Jansy? aboard a re-equipped vehicle S1. 
Then came a 21 to 22 days trip by train to Bramatra? in Imphal. Malaria was spreading amongst the men although Jeph 
luckily escaped this a short while. Eventually he ended up in a field hospital with the dreaded malaria and was sent back 
to Dimapur. When he was back to reasonable health he was sent to Imphal again, and then to Kennedy Peak, where he 
joined the Seventeenth Indian Division. They were having serious problems and were living on air-dropped food which 
included rice with husks, cheese, etc. The division was brought out with malnutrition to Ranchi? where they re-grouped. 
 
Jeph was promoted to Lance Corporal and around this time everybody was ordered to remove all identification markings, 
where the division then proceeded to do a circuit of India to avoid observation by the Japanese and so that they could 
come up behind the Seventeenth Indian Division (British), thus fooling the Japanese into thinking that they were fighting 
two regiments and not the one as they had previously thought. It was the Japanese 19th Division that was attacking 
Mandalay and the whole operation was known as the Hammer and Anvil, where the nineteenth were the Hammer and the 
Anvil were the seventeenth Pegu? It was here that Jeph met the famous General Slim as he walked past Jeph's tent one 
day. The regiment took Meiktila and around this time Jeph was made up to Corporal. He became section leader of Oboe? 
Platoon who were all Indian troops. 
 
(Precise spellings of the places Jeph found himself in are a little sketchy. Needless to say, life for the Tommy's in such a 
hostile country, was not a good one. Despite all that, Jeph has fond memories of Burma and its people - but a strong 
dislike of the Japanese.) 
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In March 1945 Jeph received a signal for home leave. This was the first home leave that he had for the whole of the War 
and he flew out from Meiktila on a Boeing to Calcutta and then to Deolali? He was then moved to Bombay and then home 
on the 'Arundel Castle' through Suez and into the Mediterranean. He stopped at Gibraltar and then eventually landed at 
Queen Elizabeth Dock in Glasgow, where is was shortly transported to Thirsk around June 1945. He was able to catch 
the train home on 6th June 1945 which was 'Victory in Europe' day. The family immediately noticed how underweight he 
was and his wide staring eyes, constantly alert to a danger that was no longer present. 
 
He was re-mustered at Thirsk and was told that there would be no more overseas postings. He requested to get married 
and after some difficulty with the Army system, was eventually married in 1945. He was posted to Norwich and then, 
despite the assurance of no more overseas postings, was sent to Germany to assist with that country's rebuilding. Shortly 
afterwards came victory in Japan. Jeph had lost many friends in Burma! 
 
He went to Easalone with the first Corps of Signals and was able to visit the family in Germany (Mary Voss, his wife, was 
born in Hamburg of a German father and an English mother.) He was eventually discharged in March 1946. 
 
Jeph and Mary lived at Kingsbury in London, with Mary's family and they eventually got an offer of a maisonette in Potters 
Bar, Hertfordshire in 1947/48. They stayed there until 1955, when they moved up to Walton-on-the-Naze in Essex, with 
Jeph getting a job in personnel with Woods of Colchester Limited, a major industrial fan manufacturing company. They 
had four children, Una May b 1950, Jess Arthur b 1953, Trudy Jane b 1956, Innis John b 1961. 
 
Jeph retired from Woods at the age of 65 and they moved to a new house in Clays Road, Frinton-on-Sea, only to move to 
7 Oaklands Road, Dovercourt, a couple of years later. 
 
 

 
 
 

In the 2000s, Jeph talked on camera about his life, with a recording made that will be forever Jeph. 
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Winifred Green (née Jephcott) 
 

1918 - 1996 
 
Winifred was the daughter of Sidney Alfred Jephcott (AA553). She was clearly a woman of some considerable 
achievement. Her obituary from the Coventry Evening Telegraph of 16th April 1996, is published below. 
 

 
 

See more about Winifred’s father further along. 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Jess Arthur Jephcott 
 

The author 
 
Jess Arthur Jephcott was born in Barnet General Hospital, near to the family home in Potters Bar, Hertfordshire, on 4th 
July 1953. He was the second child of Jeph and Mary who already had Una May born in 1950. Trudy Jane came along in 
1956, and Innis John in 1961. The name Jess was mainly his father's choice as he had once had a girlfriend whose father 
he much admired, Jesse Durrant, a big strong man named Jess.  
 
At the age of two, the family moved to Walton-on-the-Naze in Essex, a seaside town. His first school was Walton Primary. 
However, his mother was concerned at the standard of the school and moved him to St Philomenas in Frinton, a convent 
school run by disciplinarian nuns. He stayed there about two years before being moved to Frinton Primary, where he 
passed his 11 plus and moved up to Clacton County High School. He was not much of a scholar and left school with 
negligble qualifications, to start a mechanical engineering apprenticeship at Woods of Colchester, a large fan making 
company where father also worked. 
 
Jess has very fond memories of growing up in Walton within a happy family environment. There were problems as with 
any family but much of his adolescent years were spent in the company of his two mongrel bitches, Tina and Bess, 
walking for miles along the Naze, working at the Boating Lake with Ted Carter the owner, playing on the crumbling cliffs 
and mining mica or fossils, collecting British stamps and coins, breeding hamsters, keeping tropical fish, etc. When he 
reached 16 he bought a Lambretta LD125 scooter which got him to work and when threatened by a bunch of rockers, he 
swapped it for an AJS 500 model 20 of 1952 vintage, his pride and joy.  
 
Soon after came women. Jess was to go on to be married three times and divorced three times - as of the year 2000! The 
details of these partnerships are judged to be unnecessary for this record, other than to say that Thomas Edward 
Jephcott was born at Colchester Maternity Hospital on 31st August 1988 to proud parents Jess and Helen Mary (née 
Seaton) Jephcott. He met Theresa in 1998, moved to the village of Fordham, near Coolchester, where they raised 
Theresa’s two sons by a previous marriage, before retiring to live in the south of France. 
 
Jess set up in business with friend and partner Alan Bowyer in 1988, specialising in noise control and ventilation systems 
associated with diesel generator set installations. This was a highly specialised field of engineering where the high noise 
levels of diesel and gas fuelled engines used to power electrical generators, had to be controlled to acceptable levels. 
Jess' training at Woods had enabled him to find this gap in the market and to capitalise on it. They diversified in the 
1990's to take on a spare parts business for the recently demised Colchester Lathe Company and also a new venture 
constructing lightweight, fast erection staging for taking photographs of large numbers of people. 
 
Apart from founding the Jephcott Society in 1983, Jess served for several years on the committee of the Guild of One-
Name Studies, he published the Jephcott family book in 1990, and then a local history book covering the history of the 
Inns, Taverns and Pubs of Colchester. Apart from continuing his family history research and writing, he studied 
Colchester's fascinating history. He trained, unsuccessfully, to become a Blue Badge Guide for the town, but that didn’t 
deter him, as he went on to go it alone as a tour guide and lecturer on various subjects relating to local history. 
 
His other interests include building and maintaining his Camulos website, motorcycling, collecting and reading history 
related books (especially concerning Colchester's archaeology and history), learning French, do-it-yourself projects, etc. 
 

----------------------------- 
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Descendants in Australia 
 
The following two articles were sent to me by Sue McBeth and Bob Jephcott and refer to the descendants of George 
Jephcott (AA250) and Charlotte his wife. 
 

----------------------------- 
 

JEPHCOTTS FROM THE UPPER MURRAY REGION OF AUSTRALIA 
 
Edwin Jephcott, his wife Susannah Sansome and their four children, Philip, 12, Charles, 10, Alice, 7 and George, 4, 
arrived in Brisbane a few weeks before Christmas in the year 1861. They had travelled the long sea voyage to Australia 
aboard the 'PERSIA'. The shipping list of this voyage lists Edwin as Jeffcott, a farm labourer, aged 37 from Warwick. His 
wife's age was listed as 34 years. 
 
Edwin, who was christened in Stoke, Coventry during 1823, was the son of George and Charlotte Jephcott. Other 
children of their union were Charlotte (christened 1825), Francis (christened 1836) and Mary Ann (christened 1833). 
George, the son of Francis and Ann (refer to tree page 4, A250), married Charlotte Wheeler of London, at Stoke on 31 
August 1822. (It is interesting to note, for reasons that will become apparent later, that a George Jafcoat married an 
Eleanor Pemberton in 1803.) Edwin married Susannah Sansome of Coventry in 1847. He worked as a ribbon weaver in 
the Coventry silk industry as did his parents and sister Charlotte, next to whom he was living in 1851. 
 
Perhaps because of their intention to immigrate to Australia, Edwin and Susannah had their three children, Philip Julian, 
Alice Mary Jane and Charles Reece Pemberton christened in Stoke on January 25, during the northern winter of 1858. I 
suspect they delayed their travel plans when it was known they were expecting another child later that year. George 
Kepler Jephcott was born in 1858 and christened in July 1861 just prior to the family leaving for the colony of Australia. 
 
After their arrival in their new land, Edwin and his family, according to family sources, purchased land where the city of 
Brisbane now lies. For unknown reasons they travelled south and in 1864 at Colac in Victoria their last child, Sydney 
Wheeler Jephcott was born. They chose to settle in the Upper Murray district of Victoria and New South Wales where 
their descendants still live. Edwin farmed land in a most beautiful and hilly part of the country and was helped by his sons. 
In 1882 Philip, a farmer and Charles, a saddler died. Neither had married. George, a grazier of Tindaldra, married 
Frances McDougal Forsyth of Hamilton in Melbourne on April 8, 1902. They had three children, one of whom describes 
the family as 'very English, very Royalist and silk weavers'. Alice, the only daughter in the family, married Alex Waters. 
Sydney, a grazier and poet, married Rebecca Dickson in 1896, and was blessed with five children. 
 
Edwin had an avid interest in trees and planted over 800 varieties on his property at Ournie, NSW. Dr Ferdinand von 
Mueller, designer of the Melbourne Botanical Gardens, often visited the property to admire the trees imported from places 
such as Spain, Turkey, Morocco and Germany. 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

SYDNEY WHEELER JEPHCOTT 
 
In 1888, at the age of 24, Sydney Wheeler Jephcott's verse 'A SONG OF SLEEP' appeared in the prestigious Australian 
magazine the BULLETIN together with prose of such great literary names as 'Banjo' Paterson and Henry Lawson. This 
verse was to be the first of many poems he penned for the BULLETIN. 
 
Sydney was born on the thirtieth of November in the year of 1864 at Colac in the state now called Victoria. He was the 
fifth child of Edwin and Susannah Jephcott previously of Stoke in Warwickshire, and their only child to be born in 
Australia. 
 
The family moved from Colac to the Upper Murray region on the Victorian/New South Wales border becoming graziers. 
Sydney was to carry on the farming tradition but with one important addition; he became a well known and loved poet; 
and a very important name in early Australian literature. 
 
Sydney published two books of verse. In 1898 THE SECRETS OF THE SOUTH, and in 1912 PENETRALIA. His poem 
THREDBO RIVER is reproduced below. 
 
In 1896 Sydney married Rebecca Dickson. They were to have five children, Nigel Keith, Barbara, Audrey Clair, Roland 
Alwyn and George Eustas. 
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SUMMER, like a dread disease, 
  Whelms the world in sultry shine; 
 From Hell's mouth the mocking breeze 
 Troubles all the swooning trees - - 
 Heart o' mine! O, heart o' mine! - - 
 'Mongst those mountains now to roam; 
 Cooling thy fever in the foam - - 
 In the foam of Thredbo River! - - 
Thredbo River pouring down to Jindabyne! 
    
 O, the weariness, the fever, 
 Burning, barren heart o' mine! 
 O, to lie, my heart! alone; 
 June a smooth, enduring stone 
 In the Thredbo's deepest pool, 
 Packed with plunging waters cool. 
 Where light's shadowy arrows shine! 
 Cold and old grey boulders, 
 Baffing back white waters eager  
 That their heavy breasts beleaguer - - 
 Torrents white of Thredbo River - - 
Thredbo River roaring down to Jindabyn! 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Philip Brownsey of Bristol kindly sent me the enclosed biographical information (letter 874). 
 
JEPHCOTT, SYDNEY WHEELER (1864-1951), poet and farmer, was born on 30 November 1864 at Nariong, Upper 
Murray, Victoria, fifth child of Edwin Jephcott and his wife Susannah, née Sansome, ribbon weavers from Coventry, 
Warwickshire, England. On his cattle-farm at Ournie, Upper Murray, Edwin established an arboretum of diverse species 
of exotic trees grown from seeds provided by (Sir) Ferdinand Mueller [qv 5] on a visit in 1874. Sydney and his family 
collected rare native specimens, including grevillea Jephcottii, for Mueller, who in 1886 sent Charles French [qv 8] on an 
alpine botanical expedition with Sydney as guide. 
 
Jephcott, who never attended a school but read widely from his father's library claimed that living alone in a tent in the 
mountains from the age of 12 was the 'chief formative influence' on his mind. He began to write verse in the late 1870's, 
after meeting Henry Kendall [qv 5]: the first of his poems in the Sydney Bulletin appeared in December 1889. The poet 
John Farrell [qv 4] introduced him to several writers, including Francis Adams [qv 3] who in England saw Jephcott's The 
secrets of the south: Australian poems (London, 1892) through the press. Jephcott then completed an unpublished critical 
selection of Adams's poems. Through Rose Scott [qv] he became an avuncular confidant of the young Stella Miles 
Franklin [qv 8]. A novel in progress about the Manaro, discussed with her in 1905, was never published. His poems 
Penetralia (Melbourne) appeared in 1912. 
 
Bardic and meditative, Jephcott's verse pursues ethical and metaphysical speculations in a mood of solitary, sensuous 
loftiness frequently evoked in relation to mountainous Australian landscape. Despite poetic overcrowding and crudity, at 
its best it is urgent and vital and, in the tradition of Charles Harpur [qv 1] and Francis Adams, seeks to open 'new avenues 
of sensation to ... Truth and Beauty' in order to cultivate public awareness of 'the vital Ideal in our national existence'. A 
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democrat and Federationist, Jephcott discerned a prevailing Australian spiritual and political complacency, and to his 
long-time correspondent Alfred Deakin [qv 8] castigated 'the besotted worship of selfishness in national affairs'. 
 
Jephcott remained a cattle-farmer throughout his life. On 29 January 1896, he had married Rebecca Snadden Dickson (d 
1935) at Richmond, Melbourne, in a service of the Australian Church performed by Rev Charles Strong [qv 6]. The couple 
lived first on the Upper Murray's Victorian bank, moved across to Ournie, then after the 1902 drought to Crewar in the 
southern Monaro, New South Wales, returning to Ournie in 1914 after the theft of their cattle. Jephcott campaigned for 
Deakin's Liberal Protectionists, and wrote political leaders for the Albury press. He served on the Towong Shire Council 
(Victoria) for one term and on the Tumbarumba Shire (New South Wales) for two. At Ournie he fondly maintained and 
extended his inherited arboretum, and contributed articles on trees and pasturage to the Sydney Morning Herald. 
Described by Nettie Palmer [qv] as 'full of humour and vision', he wrote verse and kept up literary friendships until he died 
at Albury on 3 July 1951. Survived by three sons and two daughters, he was buried in the Anglican section of Corryong 
(Victoria) cemetery. 
 
B P Mag, Sept 1941: Aust Q, Mar 1944: Southerly, 13 (1952): Riverlander, Dec 1963, Jan, Feb, Mar 1964: Corryong 
Courier, 31 July, 7 Aug 1968: Deakin papers (NL): S M Franklin papers (ML): information from Mrs Lois Jephcott 
Corryong, Vic. 
 
Ken Stewart 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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A Few Branches of the Tree 
 
A553 – Sidney Alfred Jephcott 1892 – 1953      Researched since 2000. 
 
At one of our clan gatherings, Mick and Kath Jephcott of Coventry gave us a photograph of a horse and jockey, telling us 
that the jockey’s name was Noel Jephcot, and asking whether we knew of him. We didn’t but, after over 30 years, we now 
have the answer. 
 
The family tree marked A553 further along in this section is of the family of Sidney Alfred Jephcott, born 1894. Noel 
turned out to be his son. A chance happening of seeing the name Noel Jephcott in our birth register for the year 1934, 
and mother’s maiden name Redgrave, had caught our eye. Digging a little deeper, we were able to resolve the mystery. 
Here is the picture, allegedly of Noel Jephcott. 
 

 
 
The records reveal that Sidney Alfred Jephcott married Elsie Louisa Denny in 1911, when he was 19 and she 17. They 
had Sidney Alfred in 1912, Edna May in 1914 and Winifred in 1915. His wife Elsie died in 1933. During the time that he 
was married to Elsie, he had been busy elsewhere. With a woman by the name of Alexandra Evelyn May Redgrave, who 
was later to become his second wife, he had four more children. Their names and dates were, Neville born 1925, Irene 
born 1927, and assumed twins, Noel and Betty in 1934. He married Alexandra in 1933, but she died in 1935.  
 
Sadly, Neville died at the age of eight. Irene was only 59 when she died. Noel died in 1992 at the relatively young age of 
58, seemingly a bachelor. We have no record whatsoever of Batty. What became of her, we know not.  
 
Sidney Alfred snr. became a billiard table fitter. In 1911 he was a machinist at a motor works in Coventry. He joined up to 
fight in 1915. He was a private in the Labour Corps, being discharged due to disability on 25 Sep 1917. 
Of his three children from his first marriage, they all did well. Noel was Mick Jephcott’s father’s half brother, so 
presumably Mick’s half-nephew. We would love to know more about Noel some day. 
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Letters Received 
 
The following is a listing of some of the many letters received by us in connection with this branch of the family. The 
numbers refer to the system used for our letters received collection. Transcripts of a selection of these letters are shown 
on following pages. 
 
Margaret Bailes 423 
P Bartlett 210 
Audrey Bennett 159, 186, 255, 275, 309, 323, 353, 437, 557, 755, 860, 955, 1018 
Sonia Biseker 10, 30, 68, 109, 171, 204, 272, 348, 382, 621 
Jean Cooper 745 
Joyce Cotton 746 
Marjorie Drinkall 747 
Dorothy Gilfillan 16, 26, 106, 200, 359, 398, 425, 451, 777, 812 
A Godfrey 226 
Rita Grassly 116, 173, 714, 721 
Joyce Jephcott 661, 886, 937 
Arthur B Jephcott 122, 708, 922, 1012, 1068 
J Jephcott 5 
S Jephcott 8 
S A Jephcott 12, 13, 149 
W Harry Jephcott 38, 139, 165, 198, 253, 310, 338, 384 
Joseph S Jephcott 44, 53, 86, 104, 114, 148, 188, 208, 250, 294, 337, 360, 391, 443, 493, 561, 603, 660, 689, 
 706, 711, 806, 939 
Arthur H Jephcott 50, 177, 326, 407 
S Jephcott 51 
E Steve Jephcott 63, 70, 90, 104, 370 
Paul F Jephcott 123, 131, 141, 182, 199, 297, 386, 401, 426, 488, 605, 622, 674, 690, 715, 859, 930, 992, 1010 
Don K Jephcott 137, 257, 374, 418 
Francis Jephcott 140, 187, 278, 691, 950 
Christopher J A Jephcott 269 
Mary Jephcott 293, 308, 379, 395, 623, 665, 765, 852 
Peter Jephcott 316 
Dominic Jephcott 320 
Mick S Jephcott 330, 373, 385, 402, 403, 520, 666, 698, 741, 759, 856, 810, 910 
Philip Jephcott 505, 516, 546 
Rosemary Jephcott 942, 993 
Jean Howard 876, 926, 934, 935, 944, 965, 1009 
Patricia Kendrick 784, 826, 850, 898, 960 
Barbara Kimpton 840 
Una M Lawrence 288 
Mabel Munday 146, 150, 196, 265, 347, 355 
Audrey Murphy 554, 560, 562 
R Price 168 
Nancy Sear 31, 119, 224, 495, 735 
Jill Sparrow 480 
Lindsey G Walker 349, 798 
Elsie Wilson 190, 266, 339, 351, 422 
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(51)             22nd April 1982 
 
Dear Mr Jephcott 
 
I was very interested to receive your letter concerning the history of the Jephcott name. I have obtained a copy of my 
grandfather's death certificate, he was William Mason Jephcott, died 7th February 1963, aged 73 years, who was a 
retired storekeeper. Unfortunately we do not know his date of birth but believe he originally came from the Spon End area 
of Coventry. He had two sons, my father Stanley born 23rd September 1923 and William Samuel George, present 
address 23, Riverside Close, Whitley, Coventry, who has a son in the USA. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
S Jephcott 
 

----------------------------- 
 
(60)             13th June 1982 
 
Dear Mr Jephcott 
 
Thank you for your letter of 20th November last, and also for the more recent one addressed to U Jephcott, who in fact 
happens to be my wife, but we are listed under her initial in the telephone directory. I was interested to hear from you and 
have only put off replying until now because, having very little documentation about the family, I was looking for some 
indenture papers I remembered coming across, which seemed relevant. These have now turned up. However, I think that 
my brother, Edward Jephcott, of Fairwarp, Uckfield, has been in touch with you. He has probably discovered more about 
the family than I have, but our father was always reticent about his antecedents. 
 
My other brother, Dr Anthony Jephcott, lives now outside Bristol in Cadmore Camp Lane, and sister, now Mrs Catherine 
Hildyard, at Lewes. I was the eldest child - DOB 8.9.34. My father, Alexander Jephcott, a GP like myself at Enfield, died in 
1962 at the age of 72. My mother, Mildred, formerly Copplestone, still lives near here at 85 Park Drive, N21. 
 
As I indicated, we know little of my father's side of the family. His mother, of German extraction was called Kohler and 
later seems to have taken the name of Cartwright, which his brother, Fred, who lived in the Dagenham area, also carried. 
(His only son now lives back in Coventry). I think she was not married to my grandfather, but there does seem to have 
been a Mrs Jephcott. As to my grandfather's name, I have only my aunt's marriage certificate to go on. In July 1904 as 
Marie Katherine Kohler she married Gibson Salisbury, then a journey man cotton weaver, but later Vicar of Eppleton, Co 
Durham, at West Ham Register Office. The Duplicate certificate gives her father's name as Joseph Jeffcott Kohler and his 
occupation as commercial traveller. He was not present at the ceremony. I am not sure what else he did; he seems to 
have moved around a good deal. I remember somewhere I found some school reports of the early 1900's from St Alban's 
School re: Jephcott Major and Jephcott Minor. Most of the time my father seems to have attended the Merchant Taylor's 
School. However, I seem to have a recollection of being told that at one time the old man had been in Canada as a 
clergyman. 
 
There are various photographs from my father's time at Cambridge before the First World War, the interior of his room etc 
and one of him in the Navy during the war, but earlier than that although there are various Victorian photographs and a 
large one, presumably of my grandmother: none are named. 
 
The only other documentation I have relates to the articles of indenture as weavers: since we have them they presumably 
refer to ancestors. One, dated 23rd November 1813, indicates that George Jephcott, son of Francis Jephcott of Foleshill 
in the County of the City of Coventry, Yeoman, by and the consent of the said....? was apprenticed for 7 years to one 
William Hulm. Similarly, Charlotte Wheeler, daughter of the late Wm Wheeler of London and with the consent of her 
guardian James Ford of Coventry, until the age 21 to Frances (sic) Thorpe. She put her mark to the document and I 
surmise that she could later have married George. The date was 18th August 1814. 
 
I hope this is something to go on. I could probably supply one or two dates of birth etc, with a bit of searching. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Christopher John Alexander Jephcott 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Family Trees 
 
The main family tree for the Foleshill Jephcotts is shown on the last page. This is preceded by secondary family trees that 
link in with the main tree and, in many cases it brings the family descent up to the modern day. 
 
The secondary family trees are listed below: 
 
  AA248 Francis Jephcott 
 
  AA319 William Jephcott 
 
  AA330 Edwin Jephcott 
 
  AA333 Francis Jephcott 
 
  AA531 Thomas William Jephcott 
 
  AA552 William Mason Jephcott 
 
  AA553 Sidney Alfred Jephcott 
 
  



The Jephcott Family – Chapter 6 – Family AA, AG and DD 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

6.AA.53 

AA248 
 
JEPHCOTT 
 
 
 
 
                             Francis 
                             bap 1797 Foleshill 
                             d 1875 
 
                             =  Mary 
                             |   
                             |  bap  
                             |  m  
                             |  d  
            _________________|_________________________________________ 
           |              |              |              |              | 
          Henry          Thomas         William        Francis        Rosena 
          bap 1827       bap 1829       bap 1832       b 1836         b 
          d 1905         d 1913 Lla     d 1901         d 1923         d   
 
          =              = Lucy                        = Annie        = John 
            PIGOTT       | WRIGHT                      | KNOWLES        ASHFORD 
                         | b                           | b 1854         b 
                         | m                           | m 1877 Bir     m 
                         | d 1900 Con                  | d 1947         d 
  _______________________|____                _________|_________________________________________________ 
 |        |         |         |              |        |        |       |         |       |       |       | 
Rosena   Elizabeth Florence  Montague       Mabel    Kathleen Sybil   Francis   Hilda   Herbert Adrian  Hugo 
Mary     Susannah  Lucy      Frank          Annie    Mary     Maud    Vernon    Rosina  Leonard Bassett Bertram 
b 1858   b 1860    b 1862    b 1865         b 1878   b 1879   b 1881  b 1883    b 1885  b 1886  b 1888  b 1893 
d        d         d 1940                   d        d 1940   d 1924  d 1963    d 1976  d 1971  d 1973  d 1977 
                                          
= Samuel = Harry             = Jane         =                         = Marjorie 
  FENN     Stanley           | Angelica       DIXON                   | FENN 
           MERCER            | BATEMAN                                |  
  b        b                 | b                                      | b 
  m        m                 | m                                      | m 
  d        d                 | d                                      | d 
                  ___________|                                    ____|________________ 
                 |           |                                   |          |          | 
                Douglas                                         Mary       Joan       Francis 
                Saxon                                                      H 
                Kemeys 
                b 1892 Lla                                      b          b 1924     b 1926 
                d 1967 
                 
                = Gertrude             Ber  Berlin                         = Kenneth  = Marion 
                | M                    Bir  Birmingham                       GODSELL  | THOMPSON 
                | THIELE               Con  Conway                                    | 
                | b 1889 Ber           LA   Los Angeles                      b        | b 1931 
                | m                    Lla  Llandudno                        m        | m 
                | d 1982                                                              |  
                |                                                           __________|_________ 
                |                                                          |          |         | 
               Donald                                                     Paul       Katherine Margaret 
                                                                          Francis 
               b 1919 LA                                                  b 1957     b 1959    b 1962 
 
               = Alice                                                    = Paula 
                 H                                                          KLOSS 
                 HORDZWICH                                                 
                 b                                                          b  
                 m                                                          m   



The Jephcott Family – Chapter 6 – Family AA, AG and DD 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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AA319 
 
JEPHCOTT 
 
 
 
                             William 
                             b  
                             d 1908 Toronto 
                             master grocer in Kings Norton 
 
                             =  Ann 
                             |  CROWLEY 
                             |  b  
                             |  m 1860 Alcester 
                             |  d  
            _________________|____________________________________________ 
           |           |            |            |            |           | 
          William     Nancy        Alfred       Mary         James       Gertrude 
          Crowley     Crowley 
          b 1861 Bir  b 1863 Bir   b 1866 Bir   b 1867 KN    b 1869 KN   b 1870 KN 
          d           d            d            d            d           d 
 
          = Amelia                 =  
          |                        |  
          | b                      | b 
          | m 1892 Por             | m 
          | d                      | d 
          ↓      __|________ 
             |           | 
            Clarence    Bernice 
            b 1900      b 
            d           d 
 
            = 
             | 
             | b 
            | m 
            | d 
             |____________________ 
                       |         |         | 
                   William   Anne      Clare 
                   b         b         b 
 
 
 
Bir   Birmingham 
KN    Kings Norton 
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AA330 
 
JEPHCOTT 
 
 
 
 
                             Edwin  (AA330 on main tree, son of George and Charlotte) 
                             b 1823 Stoke, Coventry 
                             d 1911 Aus 
 
                             =  Susannah 
                             |  SANSOME 
                             |  b 1927 
                             |  m 1847 
                             |  d 1908 Aus 
            _________________|_________________________________________ 
           |              |              |              |              | 
          Philip         Alice          Charles        George         Sydney 
          Julian         Mary           Reece          Kepler         Wheeler 
                         Jane           Pemberton 
          b 1849         b 1853         b 1851         b 1858         b 1864 Vic 
          d 1882 Aus     d 1939         d 1882         d 1935         d 1951 Vic 
 
                         = Alex                        = Frances      = Rebecca 
                           WATERS                      | D            | DICKSON 
                                                       | FORSYTH      | 
                           b                           | b 1876       | b  
                           m                           | m            | m 1896 
                           d                           | d 1914       | d 1935 NSW 
                           ____________________________|      ________|___________________________ 
                          |         |         |              |       |        |          |        |  
                         Alcestis  Olive     Francis        Nigel   Barbara  Audrey     Roland   George   
                         H         Jean      George         Keith            Claire     Aylmer   Eustace 
                         D 
                         b 1903    b 1907    b 1914 Vic     b 1897  b 1899   b 1900     b 1902   b 1904 
                         d 1973    unm                                unm 
 
                         = John              = Gwenda       = Beatrice       = Albert   = Mary 
                           COYSH             | HUGHES       | E              BLUNDELL | Alice 
                                             |              | SIMPSON                   | ATTREE 
                           b                 | b            | b 1895 Vic                | 
                           m                 | m 1935       | m                         | b 
                                             |           ___|__________                 | m 1941 
                                             |          |              |                | 
(This tree has also been given              Suzanne    Geoffrey       Edwin            Owen 
the reference 6/13 by Sue McBeth)                      Keith          Sydney 
                                            b 1940 NSW b 1930 Vic     b 1930 Vic       b 1942 
 
                                                                      = Lois 
                                                                        L 
                                                                        WHITEHEAD 
NSW  New South Wales                                                    b 1933 Vic 
Vic  Victoria                                                           m 1955 
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AA333 
 
JEPHCOTT 
 
 
 
                             Francis 
                             bap 1836 Stoke, Coventry 
                             d 1926 Durham 
                             1              2 
                             = Hannah       = Marie? 
                               EARDLEY      | KOHLER 
                               b 1837       | b  
                               m 1860 Cov   | m 1925 Durham 
                               d 1925 Cov   | d  
                               _____________|_____________ 
                              |             |             |  
                             Marie         Alexander     Frederick  --- none registered as Jephcott 
                             Katherine 
                             b 1882        b 1890        b 
                             d             d 1963        d 
 
                             = Gibson      = Mildred     = 
                               SALISBURY   | COPPLESTONE | 
                               b 1883      | b 1896      | b  
                               m           | m 1932      ↓ m  
                                           | d 1986 
                             ______________|__________________________ 
                            |             |             |             | 
                           Christopher   Anthony       Edmund        Marie 
                           John          E             F    
                           Alexander                   N 
                           b 1934 Edm    b 1937 Edm    b 1938 Edm    b 1940 
                           d 2017 
 
                           = Ursula      = Gwynneth    = Monika      = Martin 
                             BUSSE         DAVIES        PORTTKER      HILDYARD 
                             b             b             b             b 
                             m             m             m             m    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kohler, Cartwright and Hazelhurst were surnames given to Marie's children. 
 
 
Edm  Edmonton 
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AA531 
 
JEPHCOTT 
 
 
 
 
                             Thomas 
                             William 
                             b 1891 
                             d 1948 
 
                             =  Doris May 
                             |  WAGSTAFF 
                             |  b  
                             |  m 1914 Cov 
                             |  d  
            _________________|________________________________________ 
           |              |                            |              |  
          Edgar          Howard                       Philip         Alan 
          Stephen        John                         Ian            Henry 
          b 1915         b 1916                       b 1918         b 1924 
          d 1990         d 1984                                      d 1977 
                         1           2 
          = Joyce        = Pauline   = Julia          = Beryl 
          |              | PRICE     | Ann            | GRICE 
          |              |           | WELLS          | 
          | b            | b 1914    | b 1931         | b 
          | m            | m 1940    | m 1957         | m 
          |              |_______    |______________  |_________________ 
  ________|______________        |_______________   |____________       |_________________________ 
 |       |       |       |       |     |         |      |        |      |       |       |         | 
Sandra  Kay     Roger   Martin  Paul  Nicholas  Celia  Dominic  Saul   Tony    David   Rosamund  Richard 
S               S       S       S     J                                        Lynton  Anne      Simon 
b 1940  b 1942  b 1944  b 1957  b     b 1947    b 1948 b 1953   b 1961 b 1946  b 1949  b 1952    b 
 
                                                                                       =  
                                                                                         EVANS 
                                                                                         b  
                                                                                         m    
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AA552 
 
JEPHCOTT 
 
 
 
 
 
                             William 
                             Mason 
                             b 1889 
                             d 1963 
 
                             =   
                             |  CAPELL 
                             |  b  
                             |  m 1912 Rugby 
                             |  d  
            _________________|_________________________________________ 
           |              |              |              |              | 
          William        Cissie         Elsie          Stanley        Kathleen 
          Samuel         E              M 
          George         J 
          b 1912 Rugby   b 1914 Rugby   b 1920         b 1923         b 1926 
           
 
          = Phyllis                                    = 
          | SHAW                                       | STRANGEWAY 
          |                                            | 
          | b                                          | b 
          | m 1937 Rugby                               | m 
          |                                            | 
          |____________________               _________|_________ 
          |         |          |             |         |         | 
         Brian     Keith      Eileen        Susan     Stephen   Paul 
                   W          P 
         b         b 1937 Rug b 1939 Rug    b         b         b 
 
                                                      = Valerie 
                                                      | b 
                                                      | m 
                                                      | 
                                             _________| 
                                            |         | 
                                           Simon*    Gemma 
                                           b         b 
 
 
 
* Simon is a Coventry City (football) fan and operates (in 1999/2000) his own internet web site. 
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AA553 
 
JEPHCOTT 
 
 
 
 
 
                             Sidney 
                             Alfred 
                             b 1894 
                             d 1953 
 
                             =   
                             |  DENNY 
                             |  b  
                             |  m 1911 Cov 
                             |  d  
               ______________|______________ 
              |              |              | 
             Sidney         Edna           Winifred 
             Alfred         M 
             b 1912         b 1914         b 1915 
                                           d 1996 
 
             = Ivy          =              = 
             | Sybil          DAFFRON        GREEN 
             | SUTCLIFFE 
             | b              b              b 
             | m              m              m 
      _______|_________________________________________________ 
     |          |          |           |           |           | 
    Patricia   Sheila     Mavis       Sidney      Ivy         Michael 
    D          Mary       Lilian      Brian       Sybil       Stephen 
    b 1936 Cov b 1937 Cov b 1939 Cov  b 1940      b 1943 Nel  b 1944 
 
                                                              = Kathleen 
                                                              | Mary 
                                                              | HUNTBACH 
                                                              | b 1944 Cov 
                                                              | m  
                                                     _________|_________ 
                                                    |         |         | 
                                                   Alan      Susan     Malcolm 
                                                                       Stephen 
                                                   b 1967    b 1968    b 1970 
 
Cov   Coventry 
Nel   Nelson 
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Possible Earlier Links 
 
Early on in my research, I considered just how far I could go back with my family tree. After all, the first question that a 
family historian gets from non-family historians is usually 'How far back can you go?' The IGI revealed the following line of 
descent. I have studied the relevant parish registers but with no conclusive results. The tree is therefore wishful 
speculation on my part, as I cannot prove it - nor do I believe I am ever likely to. My answer is therefore a believed 1651, 
which is the baptism of my 6 x great grandfather. 
 
The family tree image on the following page was created at A1 size in the 1980s, so some of the details on the tree, when 
reduced in scale, are not easily read. Please therefore refer to the gedcom file for details. 
 
 
 
                             Thomas 
                             b  
                             d  
 
                             =  Judith 
                             |   
                             |  b  
                             |  m 
                             |  d  
                             |_______________________________ 
                             |          |          |         | 
                            Thomas     Ann        John      Joseph 
                            bap 1625   bap 1629   bap 1631  bap 1634 Bulkington 
                            d          d          d         d 
 
                            = Hannah 
                            |  
                            | b  
                            | m 
                            | d 
                   _________| 
                  |         | 
                 Samuel    Abraham 
                 bap 1649  bap 1651 Bulkington 
                 d         d 
 
                           = Judeth 
                           | 
                           | b               
                           | m               
                           | d 
                           | 
                          Thomas (AA60) 
                          bap 1676 Stoke 
                          d 1745 
 
                          = Hannah 
                          | SMITH 
                          | b 
                          | m 1709 Coventry 
                          | d 
                          |  
                          | 
  See the family tree  
  On the following page. 
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6.AA.61 
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6.AA.62 

Family AG 
 

The Family of Ernest Jephcott of Coventry 
 
Page 
 
6.AA.44  Letters Received 
 
6.AA.45  The Family Tree 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Our knowledge of this family came from Christine Jephcott of Stratford upon Avon. From the information that she gave to 
us, and added to from our records, we were able to draw up a family tree.  
 
We also heard from David Jephcott of High Wycombe in 1999, who was able to add more details. Clearly, more research 
is required. 
 
[Of course, we have solved the puzzle here, since the initial enquiry and have found that it joins with Family AA.] 
 

------------------------ 
 

Letters Received 
 
(78) 
 
1st November 1982 
 
Dear Mr Jephcott, 
 
Unfortunately I only have a very sketchy account of my husband's family as his father died in 1949 and, since his mother 
married again, they have all lost contact.  He has an older brother, David, who is now living in Riyadh and who spoke to 
us a few years ago on this subject.  I don't know, however, if he started to trace back, or how far he got with it. 
 
We are interested in the 'Family Tree' and I am sorry I can't be of more assistance. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Christine M Jephcott 
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6.AA.63 

 
AG 
 
JEPHCOTT 
 
 
                                         Ernest 
                                         b 
                                         d 
 
                                         = Edith 
                                           NELSON 
                                         | b 
                                         | m 1917 Cov 
                                         | d 
           ______________________________|___________________________________________________ 
          |                   |              |                  |             |              | 
         Ernest W            Frederick W    Sidney Leonard     Reginald G    Gwendoline E   Joyce G 
         b 1918 Cov          b 1920 Cov     b 1922 Cov         b 1925 Cov    b 1927 Cov     b 1929 Cov 
         d 1949                             d 1981 
 
         = Elizabeth Joan                   = Elizabeth 
         | WHICK                            | MERRYMAN 
         | b                                | b 
         | m                                | m 
         |                                  | 
         |____________________________      |_________________ 
         |                            |                       | 
        David John                   Peter Ernest            Paul 
        b 1942                       b 1947                  b 
 
        = Patricia  = Maria          = Christine Margaret 
        | Ann       | Rosa           | SMITH 
        | CHAUNER   | CROTTI         |  
        | b         | b              | b 1946 
        | m         | m 1977         | m 
        | div       |                |______________ 
        |           |_______________                | 
  ______|__________                 |               |_________________ 
 |                 |                |               |                 | 
Elaine Michelle   David Nicholas   Laura Maria     Samantha Rose     Jacob Samuel 
b 1962            b 1968           b               b 1973            b 1978 
 
                  = Sharon 
                  |  
                  | b 1963 
                  | m 
                  | 
                 Connor 
                 Harry 
                 b 1998 
 
 
 
 
Cov  Coventry 
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Family DD 
The family of William and Harriet Jephcott of Stechford. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

This was a small family tree that we had found attached to the AA tree, but which simply did not add up. The problem we 
had with it was that the father of the children, one William Jephcott, was recorded as being born around 1872, and not the 
1832 that it turned out he was born in. It wasn’t until Helen Hutton contacted us via our Facebook page in February 2021, 
that we started to look deeper. 

Here follows the 1901 census entry, where William seems to have been a bit coy about his age. In reality, he was born in 
1831 and Harriet was born in Rutland in 1868. So, in 1901 he was 70 years old and she was 33, an age gap of some 37 
years. We think that this is a record for the family - and a testament to William’s virility – as he went on to have two more 
children after young Ina, shown on the census here. They had three children, as far as we can see, Ina Rose, Beatrice 
May and William Howard. 

 

When William was initiated into the Freemasons, The Lodge of Charity, in Birmingham in 1891, he was listed as a 
pawnbroker. In 1891, Harriet was working as a servant, a domestic cook, in Leicester, in 1891. An interesting match! 
They were married in Leicestershire in 1898 (see the copy of the certificate below), a short while after William’s widowed 
mother had died and had named William Jephcott, Gentleman, as her executor. Was William waiting for her to pass on 
before he dared marry Harriet Meadows, who was so much younger than him? We will probably never know. 
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By the time of the 1911 census, Harriet is a widow looking after three young children. William had died in 1903 and had 
left a will. 

 

As stated earlier, in February 2021, via our Facebook page, we heard from a grand-daughter of Ina Rose Jephcott, 
Helen Hutton, who stated that Ina Rose’s grandmother was Mary Ann Smith and that she had her will (shown above), and 
other documents. This is Mary Ann Jephcott, the widow of Francis Jephcott, who was born in in Foleshill in 1797. 

This led us to the death record at GRO of Mary Ann Jephcott, aged 91, in the Meriden registration district. She lived at 
Hughenden House, Berkswell. Hopefully, we may learn more about its contents in due course. 

Other documents included a lease of land between Thomas Drakeford Whorrall and Peter Smith, dated 1829. Peter 
Smith would have been Mary Ann’s father. The name Drakeford is shown in the Lodge of Charity record, mentioned 
earlier.  

An interesting man, Mr William Jephcott, Gentleman. Well done Sir! 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 


