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Introduction  

Our introduction to this family came Bill Jephcote of Steyning, Sussex, who responded to one of our standard letters 
(as the following page). This was followed by contact with Alice Baxter of Australia who descends from the Beverley 
connection shown on the family tree. 

Our own research into the many Jephcott references in the Stockingford and Nuneaton parish registers, together with 
census records, has enabled us to build several family trees. One of these trees belongs to this family and is shown 
later in this section. 

Nehemiah Jefcoatt was baptised in 1782, the son of James and Deborah. The 1851 census stated that he was born in 
Stockingford, his age as 68 and his profession a grocer. When he was buried as Nehemiah Jeffcote in Stockingford on 
27th January 1860, he was stated as living at Whittleford and aged 79. This puts his year of birth as 1781.  

 

Bill's House - as drawn by him. 
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Nehemiah appears to have married twice. His first wife Ann bore him six children before she died in 1829 at the given 
age of 41. His second wife, whom he married the following year, was Mary Jeffcott, with his name being spelled the 
same in the register. She bore him four more children. Here are copies of the banns and the wedding. 

 

 

He is mentioned several times as 'father' of the bride or groom, in the various marriage registers and was variously 
described as a silkweaver or ribbonweaver and grocer. The grocery business appears to have come later in his life. 

Here he is in the 1841 census, with his father James living in the adjacent property. 
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Here is his last appearance in the census, that of 1851. 

 

His Christian name is a biblical one and, to my knowledge he was one of only two Nehemiahs that we have in the 
family. One of his daughters was named Tamar, who had an illegitimate child, who eventually named one of her 
children Tamar. A curious name, possibly linked with the river of that name. 

This is the second Nehemiah’s baptism record. We can find out nothing more about him. 

 

 

There was also another Tamar Jephcott who was born about the same time as Nehemiah's daughter, but her father 
was Thomas and she was born in Buxton, Derbyshire, although this family also lived in Stockingford. We do not know 
of any link between the other families but it is unusual that these Nehemiahs and Tamars all seem to have been 
around at the same time. 

Rufus is another unusual name that has passed down through the family. In fact, this family certainly seems to have 
broken with tradition over the naming of children. 

In 2020, we caught up with Zobiana again, after a 20 year, or so break. Otherwise known as Jacqueline Lepoittevin, a 
keen genealogist and once married to a Jephcote from this family tree, she has made a thorough study of the family 
and has kindly allowed us to print her unfinished story here. 

------------------------------------------- 
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The Jephcotes of Stockingford, Nuneaton, Warwickshire, United Kingdom 

By Jacqueline Lepoittevin 

The oldest form of the name (from the 16th century) appears to have been Jeffcocke or Jefcok or various other forms 
of this. However, the 'ck' or 'k' end seems to have been completely replaced by 't' endings in the the late 16th century 
and the surname has evolved into approximately 14 variants that include Jephcote, Jeffcoat, Jefcoate, Jeffcutt, 
Jeffcott, Jefcut, etc. All of these seem to link back to the West Midlands area of England, and 100 years ago was 
almost exclusive to Warwickshire. (From Jess Jeffcott One Name Study). 

The problem with researching this name is that the spellings varied so much before our line eventually settled as 
Jephcote. Our line is in bold.  In various records the name has been spelled as Jeffcott, Jeffcoat, Geoffcote, Jeffcut 
etc as many officials would write it as it sounded but for ease of purpose I have kept all spellings as JEPHCOTE even 
if they appeared otherwise. 

James JEPHCOTE was born circa 1760 he married Deborah BUCKLER (1760) the daughter of Robert BUCKLER 
and Elizabeth KING on 20th November 1781 in Nuneaton, by H. Huges, Curate (neither were able to sign their 
names). 

James and Deborah had the following 3 children all baptised in Astley, near Stockingford in Warwickshire. 

Nehemiah 1782-1860 

Mary - 1786 

Elizabeth – 1788 

Nehemiah JEPHCOTE was born circa 1782 in Stockingford.  He was baptised in the nearby hamlet of Astley 
on 30th June 1782, the son of James JEPHCOTE (c1760) and Deborah BUCKLER (1760) 

Nehemiah (1781-1860) was a silk ribbon weaver.  Silk ribbon weaving was introduced to the area in the early 17th 
century. It was commonly believed that the first people to bring this skill to England were the French Huguenots 
escaping from religious persecution. However, evidence has been found that predates this. The silk weaving trade 
then spread from Coventry to Nuneaton, Bedworth and surrounding villages. 

By the 1800s Silk Weaving was a growing cottage industry, in 1818 there were an estimated 2872 silk weavers in 
Nuneaton alone, by 1831 that had grown to 4081, and by 1851 it was estimated that more than 50 per cent of those 
employed in Nuneaton were silk weavers. 

The entire family were often engaged in work, with the father or mother working on the loom while the children and 
elderly relatives threaded the looms, wound the silk and picked up any silk from the floor, in order to free the weaver to 
make as many lengths of ribbon as they could, only the weaver would be paid, and that was only for completed work. 
This form of weaving carried out on handlooms was very skilled and intricate, but could only produce a single length of 
ribbon at a time, which made it very difficult to produce enough to feed all the family. 

You can read more about the history of ribbon weaving at www.woventhreadsproject.co.uk 

The Jephcotes came from a long line of ribbon weavers, any Huguenot ancestry is yet to be proved. 

Life would have been hard, disease was rife and the graveyards in Stockingford/Nuneaton were full of infants and 
young people. 

Nehemiah JEPHCOTE married Ann BASKET (1788-1829) on 16 Jul 1811 at St Mary Church, Lambeth, London.  
They may have gone to London to get married as she was possibly pregnant and it was easier to get married as 
questions were not asked.  They probably eloped, given the time between their marriage and the birth of their first 
child James. 

Nehemiah and Ann had the following 6 children: 

James 1812-1878 

Mary Ann 1814 – 

Deborah 1816-1833 

Robert 1818-1832 
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John 1823-before 1829 

Matthew 1825 -1846 

Tamar 1828 – 1860 

Ann BASKET was buried on 4th March 1829 in Stockingford. 

On 17th October 1830 Nehemiah JEPHCOTE (widower) married Mary JEFFCOTT (spinster) in Nuneaton. Witnesses 
were John and Hannah Smith.  It is likely Mary was a distant cousin, given the huge numbers of Jeffcotts, Jephcotes 
etc in the area.  He signed his own name on the marriage certificate. 

They had the following 4 children: 

Thomas 1831 – 1846 

Emma 1833-1846 

David 1834-1879 

Harriet 1836-1843 

At the time of the 1841 census Nehemiah and Mary were living in Whittleford, Stockingford, Nuneaton, Warwickshire.  
Occupation is given as ribbon weaver.  In the property next door to Nehemiah there was a James Jephcote age 75 
(also a ribbon weaver).  I think this is highly likely but not confirmed to have been Nehemiah’s father.  

At the time of the 1851 census Nehemiah and Mary were still living in Whittleford.  This time he gave his occupation 
as “Grocer” although other members of his family were still working as ribbon weavers. 

Nehemiah died on 24th June 1860 in Whittleford of ‘obstruction of the bowel’ (likely bowel cancer) in 
Stockingford.  Ann Jeffcote was present at the death.  His occupation was given as “Nailer”. 

Nehemiah was buried in Stockingford on 27th June 1860. 

James JEPHCOTE was baptised 2nd May 1812 in Nuneaton son of Nehemiah and Ann.  He was born in 
Stockingford, Warwickshire. 

At the time of the 1841 census James was living in Water Street, Manchester and working as a silk weaver.   

In 1844 James JEPHCOTE (1812) married Sarah Maria HORSFALL in Loughborough, Leicestershire.  He was living 
at Mill Street, Loughborough and she was living at Leicester Road, Loughborough.  James gave his occupation as 
“weaver”.  James must have had some level of education, as he was able to sign his own name. 

I have only been able to find one documented child: 

James JEPHCOTE born on 22nd February 1845 in Derby Road, St Alkmund, Derby.  He was baptised on 30th March 
1845 at St Alkmund’s Church, Derby.  This church was demolished in 1968. 

In the 1851 census, the family consisting of James (1812) his wife Sarah and their son James (1845) were living at 89 
Gosford Street in Coventry.  James (1812) gave his occupation as “Power Loom Ribbon Weaver” and Sarah as 
“Weaver’s wife”.   

In the 1861 census, the family still consisting of James (1812) his wife Sarah and their son James (1845) were living 
in Cross Keys Lane, Evesham, Worcestershire.  (Cross Keys Lane is now called Swan Lane).  James (1812) gave his 
occupation as “Hawker” while both Sarah and their son James (1845) gave their occupations as “Silk Weavers”.  
Sarah and James Jnr would probably make bespoke items and James Snr would travel around the area selling them. 

In the 1871 census James (1812) was listed as a lodger, staying at the Three Cocks Inn, Kettering, 
Northamptonshire.  His occupation was given as “Hawker”.  He was probably out on the road selling the ribbons and 
other silk woven goods made by his wife Sarah.  Sarah was still living at Swan Lane (formerly called Cross Keys 
Lane) in Evesham.  Her occupation was listed as “Pedlar” which is the same thing as a hawker.  Sarah would probably 
try to sell her silk goods at markets or maybe even door to door.  By this time their son James (1845) had married 
Eliza and moved to Coventry. 

By 1876 Kelly's Directory of Worcestershire shows James Jephcote (1812) and his wife Sarah had a haberdasher 
shop at 45 High Street, Evesham.  
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James Jephcote (1812) died on 8th November 1878 of a paralytic stroke at Ford Temple Guiting, Winchcombe, 
Gloucestershire.  Sarah BUSSON was present at the death.  His occupation at the time was “Hawker”.  On 
checking the 1881 census for Sarah BUSSON, in Ford, Temple Guiting, I discovered that she was the landlady of the 
Plough Inn in Ford, Temple Guiting so it is possible that James was staying there when he suffered a stroke as she 
was there at the time of death according to the death certificate. James was buried on 13th November 1878 at 
Waterside Cemetary, Evesham.  There is a headstone marking his grave.   

Sarah continued to run the haberdashers shop at 45 High Street, Evesham and eventually remarried a man called 
William George Ashley.  Sarah is buried at Evesham Cemetery with her husband James Jephcote. 

James JEPHCOTE was born on 22nd February 1845 at City Road, St Alkmund, Derby.  He was baptised on 
30th March 1845 at St Alkmund’s Church, Derby son of James and Sarah. 

James left his parents’ home in Evesham sometime after the census in 1861 and returned to Derby, possibly to take 
up an apprenticeship in the elastic weaving industry. 

James JEPHCOTE (1845) married Eliza McNALTY at St. Mary’s Catholic Church in Derby on 15th May 1865.  At the 
time James was living at Friar Gate, Derby and Eliza was living at Upper Brook Street Derby.  James’s occupation 
was “Elastic Weaver” and Eliza was a “Mill hand”.  James was 21 and Eliza was 19. 

This was a tragic family, by 1917 every single child of James and Eliza was dead (except for Sarah Ann who had 
joined her father in the USA).  

James JEPHCOTE (1845) and Eliza Mc NALTY had the following 11 children: 

Sarah Ann 1867-1954 (emigrated to USA with her husband Charles H TAYLOR about 1886) 

John Henry 1869 – 1907 – OUR LINE (died of a cerebral apoplexy) 

Mary 1871 – 1894 

James 1872 – 1904 (Line of Denise Wormersley) 

Edwin 1874 – 1917 (died one week after joining the army during WW1 of bronchial pneumonia) 

Alfred 1875 – 1880 (died from measles) 

Reginald 1877 – 1880 (died from measles) 

Alice 1878 – 1880 (died from measles) 

Reginald Alfred 1881 – 1888  

Lilian Busson 1882 – 1900 (died in West Derby Workhouse of Phthisis) 

Lois 1884-1884 (died shortly after birth) 

At the time of the 1871 census James and Eliza were living at 60 Upper Brook Street, Derby with two of their children 
Sarah Ann and John Henry.  James was listed as an “Elastic Web Weaver”. 

In 1880 three of James and Eliza’s young children all died of measles related complications.  This must have been a 
devastating time for the family. 

At the time of the 1881 census James and Eliza were living at 37 Sabina Street, Nottingham with 4 of their remaining 
5 children, Sarah, John, James and Edwin.  Eliza was pregnant with their son Reginald Alfred who was born later that 
year.  Their daughter Mary was living in Evesham at the home of her grandmother, Sarah Jephcote (nee Horsfall) who 
was now a widow. 

In 1884 James left England with a younger woman by the name of Emma Elizabeth MARSTON.  They travelled to 
London and took a ship to New York acting as a “married” couple according to the ship’s records.  James was 38 and 
Emma gave her age as 23 but in truth she was under age, only 18, a year older than James’s eldest daughter Sarah 
Ann.   The ship was called the Persian Monarch and they arrived in New York on 21st January 1884. 

From 1855 to 1890, immigrants whose ships arrived in New York Harbour would be ferried from the ocean liners that 
brought them to America to Castle Garden on barges.  Once there, they were sent to a waiting area where they were 
then examined by doctors, given access to a job board, currency exchange office, and waiting area and then free to 
reunite with relatives or disappear into the streets of Manhattan.   
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The 1884 painting, “In the Land of Promise, Castle Garden,” by Charles Frederich Ulrich, illustrates the confusion and 
the sense of uncertainty that must have permeated the waiting rooms. 

The following is a list of places James JEPHCOTE and Emma Elizabeth MARSTON are known to have lived after 
arriving in the USA. 

Residence Year Address Occupation Source 
1884 205 Fairfield 

Avenue, 
Bridgeport, 
Connecticut 

Weaver Bridgeport, 
Connecticut, City 
Directory, 1884 

1888 205 Fairfield 
Avenue, 
Bridgeport, 
Connecticut 

Weaver Bridgeport, 
Connecticut, City 
Directory of 1888 

1889 203 Straight, 
Paterson, New 
Jersey 

Weaver New Jersey, City 
Directory of 1889 

1889 343 Broad, 
Bridgeport, 
Connecticut 

Weaver Bridgeport, 
Connecticut, City 
Directory of 1889 

1891, 1892, 1893 1024 Madison 
Avenue, 
Paterson, New 
Jersey 

Weaver Paterson, New 
Jersey, City 
Directory of 
1891/2/3 

1895 1024 Madison 
Avenue, 
Paterson, New 
Jersey 

Weaver Paterson, New 
Jersey, City 
Directory of 1895 

1896 321 Stratford 
Avenue, East 
End, Bridgeport, 
Connecticut 

Foreman Bridgeport, 
Connecticut, City 
Directory of 1896 

1899 715 Cleveland 
Avenue, 
Bridgeport, 
Connecticut 

Foreman Bridgeport, 
Connecticut, City 
Directory of 1899 

1900 771 Cleveland 
Avenue, 
Bridgeport, 
Connecticut 

Foreman – 
elastic webbing 
work 

1900 CENSUS 

1910  771 Cleveland 
Avenue, 
Bridgeport, 
Connecticut 

Machinist Factory 1910 CENSUS 

1920 771 Cleveland 
Avenue, 
Bridgeport, 
Connecticut 

Clerk – Real 
Estate Office 

1920 CENSUS 

1927 771 Cleveland 
Avenue, 
Bridgeport, 
Connecticut

Not given 
(probably retired) 

Bridgeport, 
Connecticut, City 
Directory, 1927 

 

James JEPHCOTE (1845) and Emma Elizabeth MARSTON (1866) had the following 3 children in the USA: 

(All three children were born out of wedlock as James’s wife Eliza was still alive in England) 

Frederick William 1886 - 1953 

Frank   1890 - 1958 

William Arthur 1897 – 1979 
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In January 1884 when James Jephcote left for the USA with Emma Marston , Eliza his wife was left alone with 7 
children and pregnant with her and James’s 11th and last child together.  When their daughter Lois was born on 7th 
September 1884 the poor child did not survive and died shortly after her birth.   

Eliza then lost two more of her children, in 1888 and 1894.  She tried to make ends meet by working as a 
housekeeper.  She worried incessantly about her youngest daughter Lily and was quite depressed.  In the 1891 
census Eliza is still listed as a married woman and boarding at the home of Francis and Mary Cooper in York Street, 
Derby. 

 On 4th May 1900, 16 years after James's “disappearance” in a moment of temporary insanity (according to the 
coroner's inquest) Eliza committed suicide by hanging herself with a rope from the back door of the home where she 
was living at the time.  A few weeks on 16th June 1900 James and Eliza's youngest living daughter Lilian died of 
“phthisis” in the Derby Workhouse.   Phthisis was a term used by doctors in the 19th Century to mean any wasting 
disease of the body or pulmonary tuberculosis. 

On 8th November 1911 James JEPHCOTE (1845) and Emma Elizabeth MARSTON went to Delaware to get 
married, 27 years after leaving England together.   James gave his age as 63 (he was really 66) and Emma gave her 
age as 45. 

The marriage record proves without doubt that this was James Jephcote who left his pregnant wife Eliza and their 7 
remaining children as on the marriage record, he lists his parents as James JEPHCOTE and Sarah HORSFALL.  He 
confirms his 1 previous marriage.  This is also confirmed in his obituary.  Emma gives her parents as Thomas Marston 
and Eliza Clark. 

James died on 7th March 1928 in Bridgeport Connecticut, he had just turned 83 years old.  He was buried in 
Laurel Grove Cemetary, New Jersey USA. 

James and Emma had spent the last 28 years living at 771 Cleveland Road, Bridgeport.  The property is described as 
a single-family home with 3 beds, 1 bath, and approximately 1,563 square feet. The property has a lot size of 1 and 
was built in 1895.  771 Cleveland Ave is in the Brooklawn - St. Vincent neighbourhood in Bridgeport, CT. 

Transcription of the newspaper article reporting the death of James Jephcote.  From the Bridgeport Telegram 
of 8th March 1928 

“James Jephcote, one of Bridgeport’s early manufacturers and a pioneer resident of Brooklawn, whose death 
occurred yesterday at his home 771 Cleveland Avenue, following a long illness was 81 years old and had lived in the 
city for more than 45 years.  Mr Jephcote was born in Derby, England of Yeoman stock in 1841.   

At an early age he was apprenticed to an elastic weaver and learned the trade so thoroughly that he was brought to 
this country in the early 80s to organise and act as general manager of the Bridgeport Elastic Web Company.  After 
finishing with that concern which then occupied the present Crane Valve Company showroom, Mr Jephcote retired.  
After several years of leisure, Mr Jephcote unable to stand the inactivity took a clerks position with the Booth Brothers 
Insurance agents.  He was a well-known figure in local ? and fraternal circles and had made lots of friends.   

He is survived by his widow of a second marriage.  Mrs Emma E Marston Jephcote: one daughter Mrs Sarah A 
TAYLOR of Stratford: 3 sons, Frederick and Frank of Clifton, N.J. and William of this city.  He was a member of the 
John C. Tuthill Camp No. 1 Woodsmen of the World, and the Bridgeport Knights of Pythias.  The body will be on view 
at the ? rooms of Wilmot and West 984 Lafayette Street, Saturday afternoon and evening.  Funeral services will be 
held at the home of his son Frederick of Clifton, N.J. on Sunday afternoon and interment will be at Laurel Grove 
Cemetery there.” 

There are branches of American Jephcotes descended from James Jephcote and Emma Marston, who gradually 
moved away from Bridgeport, and settled in Rockford, Illinois and eventually in Arizona and other parts of the world. 

Footnote:  This is a work in progress and will be added to as I have time to do more work and research on it.   

Possibilities to explore:  Gypsy connections, connections with BUSSON family, connections to Bristol (re baptism at St 
Augustine the less) Huguenot connections. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Knights_of_Pythias  James Jephcote was a member of the Bridgeport Knights of 
Phythias, also John C. Tuthill Camp No. 1 Woodmen of the World https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/WoodmenLife 

TO BE CONTINUED…… 
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Letters Received 

The following is a transcription of one of Bill Jephcote's letters to us. 

He told us that his father, John Edmund, always celebrated his birthday on the same day as Kaiser Bill, 27th January, 
until he applied for his old age pension, when he was told that he was a month too early. His dad died 21st December 
1939 and is buried at Welton Road Cemetery, Leicester. 

---------------------- 

(128)            7th June 1983 

Dear Mr Jephcott 

Thank you for your interesting letter and invitation to become a member of the Jephcott Society.  

I was born in Leicester and lived with my parents there until I got fed-up with short time working (in 1932) in my trade 
as a compositor and, as I was keen on cycle touring I visited Essex and called in at the Mercury Press at Chelmsford. 

They were just starting setting up the 'Voters List' for the county, and wanted help at £3.2s.6d a week! That was the 
rate for Essex, then. After a pleasant five months, work dropped off and I eventually anchored in Watford, 
Hertfordshire, which was to become my home until I retired from Odhams Press in 1970, and here I have been among 
the South Downs since then, and very nice too. 

Our family have followed us this way with a daughter at Billingshurst, one son at Mere in Wilts and the young son near 
Southampton. My father John Edmund, used to take me around Stockingford as a boy and showed me where he 
started work at 11 years old at Haunch Wood Colliery holding the pony's bridle underground. 

Yours sincerely,  

William J E Jephcote 

(Bill died in 1988, following a long illness.) 

The following letter was received from Alice Baxter, a descendant of Nehemiah. She refers frequently to Will (Bill 
Jephcote of Steyning). 

----------------------- 

(611)            13th February 1990 

Dear Jess 

It would appear that Nehemiah married Mary the widow of Richard Jefcott, by whom she had two children, and by 
Nehemiah she had four. 

Mary Jeffcote (this spelling taken from the bible) gave her grandson Rufus (my G.G.father) Jephcote (spelling in bible) 
a bible in 1887 she died 23rd February 1890 in her 89th year (taken from the bible). This would place her birth as 
1801. A tale handed down through the family says that there was some kind of court case involving the family 
Nehemiah descendants taking the ph to be different from Richards but cannot find for what reason. 

William married Sarah Goalby in 1857 and it is said that, at some time he met up with William Booth and became a 
solder in the Salvation Army. They had quite a number of children but all not surviving infancy. Rufus, my 
gt.grandfather and John Edmund, Will's dad, died about two months apart in 1939.  

My gt. grandfather was a confectioner, pastry cook and we have a picture of beautiful wedding cakes he made. Will 
can remember his pork pie shop at Melton Mowbray (Leicestershire) when he was a boy. Rufus and Ann were, at one 
stage manager and manageress? of the café COSMO AND LOUIS in Duke Street. 
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In about 1918 my dad was about 12 months old, when Rufus came out to Australia. He also had a cake shop at 
Parramatta which my dad remembers helping-out in and also making deliveries. They also had a fruit shop at Koogra 
and another at one time at Martdale. Rufus's son Rufus, my nan's eldest brother, was the organist at the church at 
Higham Ferrers for something like 40 years and the church has a memorial to him and his wife Kate for their services. 
Will doesn't mention what his dad did. I have not been able to find out when my nan arrived in Australia but it would 
seem she arrived in Victoria as this is where she married my grandfather. He seems to have arrived via Victoria as 
well. So really nothing seems to be known between the years she was 18 and 22, when she married in Victoria at 22. 

Regards 

Alice Baxter 
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AL JEFFCOTE or JEPHCOTE 
                                           James 
                                           b 1760 
                                           d  
 
                                           = Deborah  
                                           | BUCKLER 
                                           | b 1760 
                                           | m  
                                           | d  
                                           | 
                                          Nehemiah  
                                          b    1782 
                                          d    1860 
                                          1            2 
                                          = Ann        = Mary 
                                          | BASKET     | JEFFCOTT 
                                          |            | b  
                                          | b 1788?    | m 1830 
                                          | d 1829     | d  
  ________________________________________|________    |___________________________________ 
 |         |         |         |         |         |         |         |         |         | 
Deborah   Robert    Martha    John      Matthew   Tamar     Emma      David     Harriet   William 
bapt 1816 bapt 1818 bapt 1821 bapt 1823 bapt 1825 bapt 1828 bapt 1832 bapt 1834 bapt 1836 bapt 1839 
                    d    1821 
 
= Leonard                                         = ?       = William = Ellen             = Sarah 
  TERRELL                                         |           HUDSON  | OWEN              | GOALBY 
  b                                               |           b       | b                 | b  
  m 1841              ____________________________|           m 1855  | m                 | m 1857 
  d                  |                                        d       | d                 | d  
                     |                    ____________________________|                   | 
                     |                   |                ________________________________| 
                     |                   |               |         |         |           | 
                    Alfred              William         John      Jemima    Rufus       William 
                    James               Henry           Edmund                          Henry 
                    b 1854              bapt 1857       b 1859    b 1863    bapt 1867   bapt 1870 
                                                        d 1939              d 1940 Par 
 
                    = Mary                              = Sarah             = Ann 
                    |                                   | Ann               | BRADLEY 
                    |                                   | SMITH             | 
                    | b                                 | b                 | b 1865 Lei 
                    | m                                 | m                 | m 1890 Bel 
                    | d                                 | d                 | d 1949 Con 
  __________________|_________         _________________|     ______________|___________________ 
 |         |        |         |       |         |            |          |          |            | 
Thomas    Alfred   Eliza     Tamar   Georgina  William      Rufus      Lawrence   Elsie        Claude 
          James                      Mary      John         Bradley               Ann          William 
                                     Clark     Edmund                                          John 
bapt 1879 b 1881   bapt 1883 b 1882  b 1898    b 1907       b 1891 Lei b 1892     b 1893 Bev   b 1904 
          d 1881                               d 1988       d 1974 Rus d 1900 Ske d 1978 Lis   d 1994 Bel 
 
                                               = Margaret   = Kate                = William    = Doris 
                                               | Isabel     | Milns                 Thomas     | CLARK 
                                               | BAILEY     | DANBY                 BEVERLEY   | 
                                               | b          | b 1890 Lan            b 1887 Rom | b 1910 
                                               | m          | m 1914 Hor            m 1916 Mil | m 1928 
                                               | d          | d 1983 Rus            d 1917 Mil | d 1948 
                     __________________________|      ______|______________                    |  
                    |         |         |            |          |          |                   | 
                   Marian    John      Neville      Venita     Auril      Rufus               Laurence 
                   Isabel    Stewart   William      Mary       Patricia   George              William 
                                                    Pearl                 Laurence 
                   b 1947    b 1948    b1955        b 1921 Rus b 1924 Rus b 1925 Rus          b1930 
                                                               d 1933 Rus unm 
Bel  Belrose Uniting Hm 
Bev  Belgrave Gate Square                           = Benjamin                                = Louise 
Con  Concord                                          PERKINS                                 | Mary 
Hig  Higham Ferrers                                                                           | TILLEARD 
Hor  Horncastle                                       b 1920 Irt                              | b 1929  
Irt  Irthlingborough                                  m 1941 Hig                              | m 1951  
Lan  Lanckton, Lincoln                                                     ___________________| 
Lei  Leicester                                                            |         |         | 
Lis  Lismore, NSW                                                        Graeme    Barry     Helen 
Mil  Mildura, Victoria                                                   b 1954    b 1957    b 1960 
Rus  Rushden, Northants 
Par  Parramatta, NSW        
Rom  Romford 
Syd  Sydney, Australia  
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Introduction 
 
Our knowledge of this family came initially from the 1861 census, where the family of James Jephcote was shown 
living in Evesham, Worcestershire. We were able to follow the family to Nuneaton leading to a family tree being drawn 
up. We did hear from a James Jephcote of Nottingham, who may be linked with this family. However, his interest did 
not extend to sending us any information, but I understand that he has a brother Ron and their parents were James 
and ? née Plevey. On reflection, it is now uncertain as to whether James and Ron fit into this family tree. 
 
Later in our research, we received contact from Edwin Clifford and Christine Jephcote, who added their information to 
the tree and then, in 1999, Jacqui Lepoittevin provided further details. 
 
The family tree starts with James Jephcote who was born around 1813 in Nuneaton. We found James, age 38, a 
power loom/ribbon weaver (born Nuneaton) and his wife Sarah, age 31, a weaver born Nuneaton, and their son 
James, age 6, born Nuneaton, living in Gosford Street, Coventry, St Michaels parish, in the 1851 census. 
 
In 1861 census they are ages 48, 41 and 16 respectively, living at 108 Crosskeys Lane, Evesham, All Saints parish. 
This time James, a hawker, born Nuneaton, Sarah a silkweaver born Reading, Berks. and James a silkweaver born St 
Alkman, Derby. The 1881 census is next where we found James, age 36, elastic worker, born Derby, wife Elizabeth, 
born Ireland and 4 children all born in Derby. 
 
One other reference is that, after his death, James' estate had an administration by his wife Sarah valued at £100. He 
died 8th November 1878, a haberdasher at Ford in Gloucestershire, age 66. 
 
In 2020, we amalgamated this family with Family AL, where it clearly belonged. See the gedcom file for the full family 
tree, as we have it today. 
 

----------------------------- 
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BE 
 
JEPHCOTE 
                             James 
                             b 1813 Nuneaton 
                             d 1878 
                             hawker in Evesham in 1861, a haberdasher in 1878 
 
                             =  Sarah 
                             |  HORSFALL 
                             |  b 1820 Reading 
                             |  m  
                             |  d  
                             |  silkweaver 
                             | 
                            James 
                            b 1845 Derby 
                            d  
                            elastic worker in 1881 
 
                            = Eliza 
                            | McNULTY 
                            | b 1847 Ireland 
                            | m (catholic chapel) 
                            | d 
   _________________________|_________________________________________________________ 
  |           |           |           |           |           |           |           | 
 Sarah       John        Mary        James       Edwin       Alfred      Reginald    Alice 
 Ann         Henry 
 b 1867 Der  b 1869 Der  b 1871 Der  b 1872 Der  b 1874 Der  b 1875 Der  b 1877 Der  b 1878 Der 
 d           d           d           d           d 1917 Can  d 1880 Not  d 1880 Not  d 1880 Not 
 
             = Florence                          = Grace 
             | Annie                             | Edith 
             | ROBINSON                          | BRIGGS 
             | b                                 | b  
             | m                                 | m 
             | d                                 | d 
             |                                   |___________ 
             |                                   |           | 
           Joseph                               Edwin       William 
           James                                Charles     George 
           b 1901 Wat                           b 1899 Lew  b 1900 Lew 
           d                                    d 1974 Lew 
 
           = Dorothy                            = Maud 
           | Florence                           | Primrose 
           | Laura                              | DEARING 
           | COAD                               | 
           | b 1901 Wat                         | b 1899                            Can    Canterbury 
           | m                                  | m 1922 Hen                        Der    Derby 
           |                                    | d 1973                            Hen    Hendon 
           |                                    |____________                       Hil    Hillingdon 
  _________|___________________________________              |                      Lew    Lewisham 
 |           |        |        |       |       |             |                      Wat    Watford 
Joseph      Peter    Patrick  Julian  Alan    Jeffery       Edwin 
S           J        J        R       Michael               Clifford 
b 1928 Wat  b 1930   b 1931   b 1935  b 1936  b             b 1924 Hen 
 
                                      = Sandra              = Christine 
                                      | Margaret              Elizabeth 
                                      | FRAME                 LOWERS 
                                      | b                     b 1936 Harrow 
                                      | m                     m 1975  
                        ______________|_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
                       |              |                 | 
                      Michael      Stuart              Samantha 
                      John         Michael             (adopted) 
                      b 1961 Hill  b 1963 Hill         b 1972 
                                   1          2 
                      = Dawn       = Bridget  = Jacqueline 
                                   | JONES    | Alice-Marie 
                                   | JONES    | LEPOITTEVIN 
                        b          | b 1967   | b 1963 Cherbourg, France 
                     ______________| m        | m not married 
                    |              |          | 
                   Charlene    Stuart        James 
                               Michael       John 
                                             LEPOITTEVIN 
                   b 1982 Hill b 1984 Hill   b 1987 Hill 
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The Family of Kate Jephcote 

Page 

6.AL.14  Introduction 

6.AL.17  The Family Tree (see the gedcom for the up to date tree) 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Introduction 

Our knowledge of this family came from findagrave.com. Kate’s headstone was one that we looked at to try to find out 
more about her, which led to one of our biggest mysteries yet. This is the stone. 

She died 10th May 1918 at the age of 64 years, and was buried at the 
Witton Cemetery, Witton, Metropolitan Borough of Birmingham, West 
Midlands, England, together with her daughter Ida May Jephcote. 

We start her story with the baptism of two daughters, in 1887, her 
husband named as William Henry Jephcote, a baker, all living in the 
parish of St James’, Ashted, Warwick. The GRO marriage records tell 
us that William Henry Jephcote married in 1881 in Birmingham to Kate 
Ferneyhough. 

The 1891 census was next consulted. We couldn’t find her, but we 
found the children named as, Emmie, Daisy and Doris Owen, living in 
Chiswick, London, with Henry and Kate Owen. Henry was a baker. It all 
seemed to tie-up, except for the surname. 

The births registers were consulted for Emmie Frances and Kate 
Jephcote and their mother’s maiden name was Ferneyhough. So, 
mother was Kate Ferneyhough. No record of Daisy Jephcote or Daisy 
Owen, so we assume that she was not registered. 

We also looked for William Henry and could only find a William Henry 
Jefcoat, born 1854 in Birmingham, mother’s maiden name not 
recorded, suggesting an illegitimate birth. There was another William 
Henry (Jeffcott) born in 1856 in Nuneaton, but the date and the place 
looked wrong in comparison to the details given in the census returns. 

Then we looked at the 1901 census and found Kate Jephcote living in 
Deritend, Warwick, now a widow (William Henry Jephcote had died in 
Brentford, Middlesex in 1898, at the age of 44 years), with her 

daughters Emmie, Doris and Ida M Jephcote. Kate was born in Burton on Trent, Staffordshire.  

On checking the birth registers again, we found that the maiden name of Doris and Ida May was Nutt – not the 
Ferneyhough that we had expected. So what was going on there? It turns out that Kate was born Catherine Nutt and 
she had married Gustavus Ferneyhough on 1st August 1880, in Birmingham. Fellow researcher, Jacqueline 
Lepoittevin had discovered this missing information. Sadly he died at the beginning of 1881, the death registered in 
Marylebone. He was a jeweller’s clerk, so may have been on business, because he was buried in Birmingham. 
Jacqueline also found Daisy in the 1901 census living with Frederick Nutt, listed as his niece, but her name spelled 
Jephcott and her birth is given as London, Middlesex. 

Next we turned to the 1911 census, where we found Kate Jephcote, widow, aged 52, married for 28 years, having had 
five children but with one having died, presumably Daisy. Living with her four remaining children, Emmie, Kate, Doris 
and Ida May Jephcote. We couldn’t find the birth entry for Kate, as we couldn’t for Daisy. We couldn’t find Daisy’s 
death record either. 

So, we have a mystery family here. We can only guess that William Henry Jephcote was the William Henry Jefcoat 
born in Birmingham in 1854 and that the Henry Owen mentioned in the 1891 census was the same man. Perhaps his 
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biological father’s surname was Owen. Perhaps there were debts in Birmingham, which is why they went to Chiswick 
and used a different name.  

There was a Mrs Kate Ferneyhough who ran ‘Refreshment Rooms’ in Birmingham in 1882, which was where she 
might have met William Henry (who was the other Mrs Ferneyhough – see the illustration)? Why can’t we find Daisy 
on official birth records?  

 

Kate’s short-lived marriage to Ferneyhough in 1880. 

 

 

Where was Kate for the 1881 census, recently widowed? She was soon married again and pregnant soon after with 
her first child Emmie Frances, who was born in July 1882. Here is the baptismal record. 
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1891 Census 

 

 

1901 Census 

 

 

1911 Census 

 

 

1882 Trade Directory for Birmingham 

 

 

Posted 18 Sep 2007 by DeborahSarahThomas on Ancestry 

As far as we know, Ida did not marry. Like many single women of the time, she went to live with an older sister, acting 
as a kind of unpaid servant. There are rumours that she was actually the biological mother of her sister's eldest son.  
They certainly shared a facial resemblance, and used to share the same bed until David was 4 or 5 years old. Be that 
as it may, she remained with her sister until the latter's death in 1970. She then moved into a council flat and lived 
there until her own death three years later. 

I recall her as a very kind patient lady, but I met her when I was 13 and she well into her 80s - we didn't have a lot in 
common. 
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DX  
 
JEPHCOTE 
 
 
                                 William 
                                 Henry 
                                 JEFCOAT or JEPHCOTE aka OWEN 
                                 b 1854 Birmingham 
                                 d 1898 Birmingham 
                                 baker 
                        
                                 = Kate(Catherine) 
                                 | NUTT           
                                 | b 1854 Burton upon Trent 
                                 | m 1881 Birmingham          
                                 | d 1918 Witton  
            _____________________|__________________________________________ 
           |                     |              |              |            |      
          Emmie                 Kate           Daisy          Doris        Ida 
          Frances                                                          May 
          b 1882                b 1887         b 1888         b 1890       b 1893 
          d 1970                d              d              d            d 1973 
 
          = Claude 
          ↓ Edwin 
            Claude 
            THOMAS 
            b 1890 
            m 1911 
            d 1958 
 
 

The mystery was solved by Jacqueline Lepoittevin, after she noted the coincidental details for Family AL, the Owen 
name, William Henry Jephcote, a baker by profession, etc. It all fitted, except for William Henry’s stated place of birth 
and age. She sent away for the marriage certificate of the William Henry Jephcotte that married Kate Ferneyhough in 
the October quarter of 1881. Here it is. 
 

 
 
So, Jacqueline was right. William Henry Jephcote was not being truthful about his past. His parents were David 
Jephcote, a coal miner (not a butcher), and Ellen Jephcote, née Owen. He was born in 1856 in Nuneaton (not 
Leicester as he stated in censuses and not in 1852, as he gave on his marriage certificate). 
 
Ellen had died in 1857 and her widower David had remarried in 1860. Young William probably went to live with his 
Owen grandparents, which is why he used the name Henry Owen in the 1891 census, and for all his family. We can’t 
find him in the 1881 census, so we don’t know what name he was using then. He wasn’t married to Kate at that time. 
David clearly didn’t want his son with him, so there was probably some resentment there, resulting in William using his 
mother’s maiden name, for a period of time, and hiding the details of his past. 
 
William and Kate married in October 1881 and their first child, Emmie, arrived 9 months later. William died in 1898, 
leaving Kate to bring up the four daughters. She stated that she had had five children and one had died, so Daisy 
must have been the one that did not survive. We can find no record of her birth or her dead – only a mention in the 
1891 census. 
 
Sadly, there were no male children to carry on our name, so our story must stop there. 


