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Introduction 

A limited amount of research into this family has been done by Peter and Marion Nicholas of Bristol, who are 
descended from Frances, born 1880?  

Apparently, Joseph Jeffcott was associated with the manufacture of steam rollers in his early life, and then he had a 
general shop and smallholding in Foleshill. He and his wife were supposedly buried at Foleshill Cemetery, Holbrook 
Lane, together with their daughter Daisy. It is believed that Joseph came from Hartshill. 

It seems certain that the newspaper report on the following page, covers the tragic death in this family of young Daisy, 
which then leads us on to connect the second newspaper article. 
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FOLESHILL'S GROWTH FROM FARMING TO INDUSTRY 

A Resident's memories of "The Village". 

Published in "The Coventry Standard" approx. 1950. 

About the middle of last century, when Coventry was a garrison town for the old militia, a young lady called Davies 
had an unfortunate, amorous entanglement with a dashing young officer. Papa Davies was greatly displeased, and his 
daughter was thereupon locked in the house until the gossip on so scandalous an affair, (she was actually seen 
holding hands!) died down. 

Papa, however, had not reckoned on his daughter's spirit, for, one night, she stole out of the house and ran away. She 
went far from Coventry, to a little village called Foleshill. She married - and her grandson, Mr David Jeffcott, who lives 
with his youngest sister at 14, Holmsdale Road, Foleshill, last week told the "Coventry Standard" how he had watched 
the village of Foleshill grow from a tiny farming community to a seething mass of factory chimneys. 

When his grandmother lived in Lockhurst Lane, he said, gypsies used to stay for four months of the year, on the site of 
the present Co-operative Society, and made the clothes pegs which they hawked around the countryside. 

Mr Jeffcott's mother was born in Lockhurst Lane when it was still a rutted cart-track. After her marriage, she took a 
house in the lane and it was there that David was born. Then the family moved to Bishop's Gate Green, known for 
some reason as "The Pudding Pits". Their next door neighbour was the Mayor of Coventry for 1875, Samuel Berry. 

In 1903, with their son and two daughters, the Jeffcotts took a grocery shop on the corner of Holmsdale Road. They 
watched the Police Station being built in Holmsdale Road, when the police and fire station and the library shared the 
same building. 

In those days, Mr Jeffcott said there were no more than four or five "Coppers" at the station. When they had a big 
case to look in to, or a big brawl to deal with, they would come into the shop and ask Mr Jeffcott senior to "pop over for 
a bit and keep his eye on things". 

One fine day he was "keeping his eye on things" - when a man entered the station by the back entrance. He was 
severely reprimanded for such presumption - who did he think he was? - Mr Jeffcott wanted to know. Much to the 
unofficial watchman's discomfort the intruder turned out to be the Chief Constable of Coventry, in "civvies". 

Nonetheless, so highly was old Mr Jeffcott esteemed by the "Force" that when he died in 1936, members of the 
Foleshill Division asked if they might provide the bearers at his funeral. The Jeffcotts, long before, had another, more 
official connection with the Police Force. Old Mr Jeffcott's step-father had been a police officer at the time when the 
latest in "Gent's natty blue" was introduced. He was chosen to model the new uniform for a trial period, and made a 
fine figure, strutting his beat in a tall, silk hat and frock-coat! The uniform, unfortunately, was not adopted. 

David Jeffcott remembers the four stalwarts of the Fire Brigade dashing off post-haste, trundling their wooden hand 
pump before them. "Anyway, he said, they did put fires out with the old thing". 

Foleshill, the Jeffcotts think, has changed more than any other district of Coventry. "It is hard to imagine", David said, 
"that well within living memory, the wake used to be held in a field just off a winding, country lane". The lane is now 
Foleshill Road, and where the field used to be runs Station Road. 

"The General Wolfe Inn on the same site as the modern one, was, in those days, a little white washed place with a 
bench outside where the farmers would sit in the sun and watch their dogs scampering about in the meadows, now it 
takes the sun all its time to get anywhere near the crowded pavements outside the General Wolfe. 

"There were very few houses in the road from Foleshill to Coventry, only the big ones - some of which are still there. 
They were owned mostly by 'townies' - Lawyers, Doctors, Directors, and such, who like to live 'in the country'.  

"It seems a pity that the fields have to go: that concrete and steel should swallow up the farms and pastures. 

"I suppose we just have to accept it - after all, isn't that what they call 'progress'?" 
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The opening tale of this article, appears to have been a bit of Coventry folklore. We have heard of it from two other 
independent sources; one from some of the writings of Abe Jephcott (and shown elsewhere in this book) and another 
in a letter from Edith Jeffcott of Leamington Spa (family BU). We must take its authenticity with a pinch of salt, until 
some corroborative evidence can be uncovered. 

David Jeffcott born 1832 could possibly be the David Jeffcott shown on the following tree, although more likely the 
later mentioned David. Again, further research is required. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Jesse Jeffcott 
 

1837 – 1889 
 

Another Sad Case 
 
Jesse wasa  bricklayer, according to census entries, but he later became a publican in Boney Hay, near to Lichfield. 
He was married to Fanny. He seems to have not handled alcohol very well, if the newspaper article here is anything to 
go by. He died in 1889 and Fanny remarried in 1891. Also shown is the probate entry at Somerset House. 
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AN 
 
JEFFCOTT 
 
 
 
                                      John 
                                      b 1801 Nuneaton 
                                      d  
                                      miner in 1851                    living in 
                                                                       Mancetter in 1851 
                                      = Sarah 
                                      |  
                                      | b 1805 Nuneaton 
                                      | m  
                                      | d  
          ____________________________|_____________________________________ 
         |            |               |             |       |       |       | 
        James        David           Sarah         Jesse   Hannah  John    Mary 
                                     Ann                                   Ann 
        b 1828 Har   b 1832 Har      b 1834 Har    b 1837  b 1840  b 1843  b 1846 
        d            d  
        miner        miner 
                     farm labourer  
                     in Hartshill in 1881 
 
                     = Eliza 
                     |  
                     | b 1837 Kenilworth  
                     | m  
                     | d  
                     | 
                    Joseph 
                    b 1854 Sto 
                    d 
                    ribbon weaver in 1881 
                    chimney sweep 
 
                    = Frances 
                    | Ann 
                    | DAGLEY 
                    | b 1858 Fol 
                    | m 1879 Cov * 
                    | d 
                    |_____________________________________________________ 
                    |             |              |            |           | 
                   Frances       Lily           Maria        David       Daisy 
                   Ann 
                   b1880 Rad     b              b            b           b1900 
                                                                         d1903 
                   = Frederick 
                     HOLT 
                     b 1880? 
                     m 1902? 
 
 
Cov  Coventry 
Fol  Foleshill 
Har  Hartshill 
Rad  Radford 
Sto  Stockingford 
 
Letters 36, 97 
 
* certificate 
 
 
 

See the gedcom tree for a more complete family tree. 


