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Introduction 
 
The information contained within this section was almost entirely supplied by the late Barbara King (née Jeffcoat), of 
Cheltenham, Gloucestershire. Most of these pages are taken up with her scholarly work, written in 1985, covering 
much of her personal research into her family history. The family tree has been added-to by Sue McBeth and Bob 
Jephcott, who have been in contact with Australian descendants. 
 
We have also heard from Heather Smith in Australia who was able to assist with the Australian connection and who 
told us about Samuel Jeffcoat (b 1782) who was a sergeant in the Royal Artillery and fought in 1809 at the Battle of 
Corunna, where Sir John Moore was killed (letter 819). His son Samuel, arrived in Moreton Bay in Australia in 1857. 
Heather made a reference to a Mrs Glenys Shaw of Coalville, who had apparently done some research on her 
husband's family tree. 
 
This family is a sizeable one that can be traced back to 1696 in the parish of Whitwick. There is some evidence of 
other Jephcotts having been in Leicestershire prior to that date, but none that can be fitted in with this particular family. 
We can only surmise that, due to a lack of consistent early references to the name in this county, the family's origin 
was in Warwickshire, where we have so many earlier references. 
 
Following Barbara King's death, her research material passed to her daughter Deborah, who has it in safe keeping.  
 
Letters received in connection with this family have been: 
 
207, 214, 220, 234, 251, 270, 303, 304, 311, 321, 352, 531, 573, 632, 696, 819, 872, 899, 1054. 
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The Jeffcoats of Leicestershire 
 

By 
 

Barbara King (née Jeffcoat) 
 
October 1985 
 
The village of Whitwick lies on the western fringes of Charnwood Forest in the north-western corner of Leicestershire. 
The Forest was once a piece of country set aside for hunting as far back as the 12th century - a wasteland encircled 
by four manors - Groby, Barrow, Whitwick and Shepshed. The word 'forest' is misleading, as the area is scattered with 
small woods rather than covered in woodland. The special character of Charnwood lies not in its woods but in its rock 
formation, for here are some of the oldest rocks in Britain, dating back some 700 million years. At that time there were 
volcanoes in Charnwood, the main one being thought to be at High Sharply, near Whitwick. Although by the end of the 
fourteenth century Leicestershire was one of the most densely populated parts of England, Charnwood still remained 
a 'waste' and even today it retains something of that wildness and mystery which distinguishes it from other areas of 
the country. 
 
Whitwick itself and the neighbouring parish of Swannington had the misfortune to lie on the Leicestershire coalfield. In 
the 17th century parish registers, there are already mentions of 'colliers' along with the blacksmiths, the shoemakers 
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and the labourers and it is known that there were five pits in operation at Swannington as early as 1520. But although 
Whitwick today is hardly an inviting place and certainly not on the tourist route, it once had a castle, owned by the Earl 
of Leicester and was on the road by which salt from the Cheshire mines was brought south and it is near to some fine 
Charnwood scenery. It is still possible to envisage a little of what life was like for those early Jeffcoats, though exactly 
when and why they arrived in the area I have not yet discovered. Be that as it may, in 1696, Hannah, the daughter of 
William and Frances Jeffcote was baptized in Whitwick Church. Before that date, despite diligent searching, I have 
found no record of the tribe in the parish and William's birth and parentage remain a mystery. Undoubtedly, there were 
Jefcockes in Leicestershire from the last half of the 16th century - Anne Jefcocke, daughter of Faustin, was baptized 
at Broughton Astley in 1581 and there were various entries in parish registers, together with wills which indicate that 
the family had established itself in the south of the county, near the border with Warwickshire. They seem all to have 
been farmers, some in a more comfortable situation than others. My own guess is that William was a younger son, 
sent out into the world to fend for himself. It must be remembered that he would have been born at a time when the 
country was still recovering from the effects of the Civil War and for many years after the Restoration of the monarchy 
in 1660 there was civil unrest and much religious strife, culminating in the revolution of 1688, when James II was 
forced to give up the throne in favour of William & Mary. 
 
By the time Hannah was born, William III had reigned for eight years, the last two without his devoted wife, Mary, who 
died of smallpox in 1694. England was still at war with Louis XIV of France - a war which was to continue for many 
more years. However, it is unlikely that William and his family were much concerned with the goings on in the world 
beyond Leicestershire. Almost certainly, none of them could read and the whole family probably worked round the 
clock for the local Lord of the Manor, tending his fields by methods that had scarcely altered since the 14th century. 
The fields were still divided into strips - if you were lucky, you might own a few, otherwise you worked for your 
wealthier neighbour and took your payment in kind. You lived in a rough cottage and your diet was pretty limited - 
bread and porridge and sometimes bacon or rabbit which you had trapped on the waste land (Charnwood had an 
abundance of these), some cheese and a little butter, occasionally beef but hardly ever mutton since sheep were kept 
for their wool rather than meat. This might be supplemented by a few vegetables from the garden or fruit, apples, 
pears, plums etc., in season. With all this, life on the land was probably preferable to that in the crowded town. There 
were no shops, even if you had a little spare cash to spend in them. But the travelling pedlar or 'chapman' would visit 
your village selling buttons, laces and ribbons. For entertainment on the rare holidays - celebrating the completion of 
the harvest, for instance or a church festival there would be bull-baiting, cock-fighting or the arrival of a fair. Travel of 
any sort was difficult, even if you had the time. Even moving from village to village was a complicated business since 
the introduction of the Poor Laws in 1662 which required a certificate of settlement from those wishing to remove from 
the parish of their birth. 
 
The next Jeffcoat entry in the Whitwick register is for Thomas, son of William and Frances, baptized March 1706. By 
this time, William III had been succeeded by Queen Anne, in 1702, and the War of the Spanish Succession was well 
under way. Under the Duke of Marlborough, England had won a great victory over the French at Blenheim in 1704 
and over the next few years the Duke continued to press his advantage, culminating in the Peace of Utrecht in 1713. I 
doubt whether the parishioners of Whitwick knew much of this. There is no indication in the registers as to the 
villagers' occupations so one can only conjecture as to what the Jeffcoats were up to. But I feel pretty certain that they 
worked on the land, as had their forbears. They seem to have kept out of trouble with the law and the church - I have 
found no record of any misdemeanour in the available documents I have so far checked. They seem to have been 
firmly settled in the parish throughout the 18th century, along with the Griffins, the Gostelows, the Litherlands and the 
Chapmans. In 1715, William Jeffcoat married Rebekah Griffin. I am uncertain whether this William was Hannah's 
father or her brother. Frances had died in January 1714 so the marriage to Rebekah could have been for a second 
time. Be that as it may, in August 1716 there is a record of the baptism of Samuel, son of William and Rebekah. Of 
Joan Jefcoat, whose burial is recorded in 1715 I know nothing whatever, this being her sole appearance. Hannah 
married Richard Lindrick in 1720 and in 1727 William Jeffcoat was buried. Now, the first Hanoverian, George I was on 
the throne and Robert Walpole had begun his long ministry. The slave trade was at its height, a Jacobite rising in 
Scotland had been put down in 1715 and, for the moment, the country was at peace. George I, in fact, died in the 
same year, to be succeeded by his son, George II. Not until 1739, when war against France and Spain broke out was 
England directly involved in war in Europe. And it is not until 1742 that we pick up once more a Jeffcoat (only this time 
a Jephcott) entry in the Whitwick register - the birth of a son, William, to Samuel and Esther. Searching has so far 
failed to reveal Esther's maiden name or when and where they were married, but their family is well documented. 
Besides William they had a son Samuel and two daughters, Mary and Esther. Mary married James Waterfall in 
Whitwick in 1762 and Esther (Nester in the PR) became the wife of John Dexter at Belton in 1768. 
 
Throughout the 18th century, national pride was growing; Thomas Erne published his setting of 'Rule Britannia' in 
1740 and 'God Save the King' was first printed in 1744. Once the Jacobite armies had been crushed in 1745, the king 
and his ministers turned to the continent and even further afield to North America, the Caribbean, Africa and India. 
Once again, I doubt whether much of this touched the sturdy peasantry in Whitwick, though they may well have been 
affected by the increasing taxation which became necessary to pay for the wars. Things were, at last, though, stirring 
in the agricultural world with the advent of Jethro Tull's seed drill and the work in Norfolk of such reformers as Viscount 
'Turnip' Townshend and Thomas Coke. Moreover, Leicestershire itself had its own great man in the shape of Robert 
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Bakewell of Dishley, near Loughborough (not too far from Whitwick) who, among other innovations, pioneered the 
scientific breeding of livestock. 
 
In 1754 Lord Hardwicke's Marriage Act took effect, when the recording of banns became compulsory. Parishes and 
their incumbents varied in their methods of complying with this law and the Whitwick worthies are not notable for their 
tidiness in the keeping of their registers. However, in 1767 Mr Frances Harris, curate, recorded the publication of 
banns followed by the marriage on November 17 of William Jeffcoat and Elizabeth Ball, both of Whitwick. Neither 
bride nor groom signed their names. Again, I am resorting to conjecture, since I can find no record of birth or burial, 
but I think that Elizabeth must have died. On October 22 1776, William Jeffcoat married Elizabeth Hardisty and their 
son, yet another William, was baptized on June 28 1778. The baptisms of six more children are recorded - four of 
them at one go in 1792. These four were Samuel, Rebecca, Richard and Esther and for once we are in luck since 
either the Vicar or his clerk of the time has recorded not only the baptisms but also the date of birth for each child. This 
was a great help when I came to study the census returns in the next century. Not only the year of birth is given but 
also the month and day, although owing to the faded ink I have not been able to decipher every detail. However, I can 
say with some confidence that Samuel was born on May 2 1782, Rebecca on March 12 1784, Richard in May 1787 
and Esther in 1790. There are two interesting things about this multiple entry. Firstly, why did Elizabeth and William 
wait so long before having these four baptized? The answer, I think, is that they were living in Swannington which was 
not to have a parish church of its own for many years and it is quite a step from there to Whitwick, especially with a 
tribe of toddlers and babes in arms. Although there were already pits at Swannington I don't think that William was a 
collier though I have no factual evidence for my belief - just a feeling that the Jeffcoats were an agricultural family who 
preferred to work in the open air, however hard that work might be. Secondly, why were the three younger children 
bracketed together as 'paupers', only Samuel being entered in the register without this stigma? I believe the answer 
lies in the fact that in 1783 a Stamp Duty of three pence was imposed on every entry recorded in the parish register. 
But paupers were exempted from this tax and, according to one authority, 'the numbers of paupers recorded in the 
registers rose dramatically'. The Act was highly unpopular and unsuccessful as a revenue producer and was repealed 
in 1794; but it was still in force in 1792 when the four little Jeffcoats were presented for baptism and a whole shilling 
was a great deal of money to find - so, did the Vicar compromise and conform with the law by charging 3d for the 
eldest while entering the other three as paupers, thus evading the tax? By the time the last two children - Eliza, born 
1793 and Joseph, born 1794 - arrived for baptism in 1798, the tax had been lifted and the family seems to have been 
complete. 
 
Meanwhile, along with the improvements in agriculture which resulted in a great rise in land values between 1700 and 
1790, and the growth of industry in the towns and cities, much had been happening in British possessions overseas. 
The American War of Independence began in 1775 and did not end until 1783 but in 1770 Cook discovered Australia 
and the Empire was being extended in India where the activities of the East India Company increased the wealth of 
many of the merchant adventurers who returned to Britain having made vast fortunes from trade and competed in 
wealth and position with the great landlords who despised them for it. But for the ordinary agricultural worker there 
was little here of the immense wealth and power of which land remained the major source. In 1700, peers had owned 
about 15-20% of England's landed wealth; by 1800 they had increased their share to between 20-25%. And below 
them were the landed gentry who were also in a position, thanks to improving agricultural methods, to increase their 
wealth. For the small landlords and the well-established yeoman farmers there was money to be made with shrewd 
management and good husbandry. Yet over the century the appearance of the rural environment and in many cases 
the life-style of the agricultural worker were transformed by progress. For hand in hand with agricultural improvement 
went the successive Enclosure Acts which, beginning in the earlier years of the century in the clay fields of the 
Midland counties, gained momentum between 1760 and 1799 until between 2,000,000 and 3,000,000 acres of open 
fields and waste lands in the Midlands, south and east were 'enclosed'. That is, woodlands and commons disappeared 
and were replaced by hedges, walls, fences and roads. The old 'strips' of which a man might own a few and thus feel 
independent and be his own master were replaced by great fields of corn which were the absolute private property of 
the landlord. The village of Wigston Magna in Leicestershire, the population of which had tripled between 1524 and 
1765, was completely transformed by an enclosure of 1765. The small owner occupiers disappeared as a group within 
60 or 70 years, becoming instead rural labourers, framework knitters or paupers. Rural poverty increased enormously 
as did local poor rate expenditure. By 1776 there were almost 2,000 workhouses enforcing labour on the able-bodied 
poor. When bad harvests led to soaring wheat prices, distress was widespread. In 1801 the Overseers of the Poor of 
Whitwick were summoned to appear at the Grey Horse Inn in Loughborough to give information to the Justices there 
assembled 'touching the State and Circumstances of the Poor within the Limits of your Parish'. They were further 
commanded to report on the nature, quality and price of the different kind of provisions usually consumed by the poor 
persons who had applied for parochial relief, 'on account of the present scarcity and high price of corn'. 
 
It was, therefore, a changing world into which the children of William and Elizabeth Jeffcoat were born and, although 
Richard retained his close contact with the land, two of his brothers, at least, had to move farther afield; of William, the 
eldest, I know little so far. He may even be the William whose death is recorded in the Whitwick register for 1786. It 
may be a good moment here to introduce another family of Jeffcoats (perhaps a rather more prosperous one) which 
had been farming in the neighbouring parish of Breedon on the Hill during the eighteenth century. In 1755, one 
Richard Jefcoat, of Breedon, Husbandman, made a will which shows him to have been a farmer of some substance. I 
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have pieced together as much of his story as I can, using the will and the Breedon Parish Registers but the 
circumstances of his birth and of his arrival in Breedon still elude me, alas. Richard was married in 1743 to Dorothy 
Vicars, a widow. Their son, William, was baptized in the same year and shortly after Dorothy's burial is recorded. 
Richard himself died in October 1755, soon after he made his will. In the interim between those years, he had 
remarried - this time to Elizabeth by whom he had two children, Richard and Mary. His first wife, Dorothy, had a son, 
Joseph, by a previous marriage, to whom Richard bequeathed 'three mares, one cart, with geering and all other 
materials belonging to the same'. It was also Richard's wish that Joseph Vicars should have 'the possession and 
benefit of the farm which I now hold under the Earl of Stamford'. He was also charged with helping and assisting 
Elizabeth to maintain and bring up the two children and 'in case they cannot agree to live together' with providing a 
house for her, allowing her half an acre of wheat yearly and half the benefit of the orchard. Furthermore, Joseph was 
required to 'fetch the coals and fuel' and provide for 'the summering and wintering for one cow'. The two children, 
Richard and Mary, were to inherit the remainder of the estate' share and share alike' when Mary reached the age of 
eighteen years and 'my brother William Jefcoate' was to see that this was carried out and 'act as sole executor'. All in 
all, this Richard seems to have been a most loving and considerate husband and father and I wish I could find a 
connection between him and those other Jeffcoats in Whitwick. Could he possibly have been brother to that William 
who married Rebekah Griffin in Whitwick in 1715 - probably not, I think, but all the same I have a feeling there was 
some connection. Did William and Elizabeth call their third son Richard after Richard jnr. in Breedon? He had married, 
first, Mary Bosworth in 1770 by whom he had a son, William and a daughter, Elizabeth and, secondly, Mary Allt in 
1791 by whom he had a daughter, Ann. Perhaps they had hopes that at least one of their sons would find work on his 
namesake's land. It may be fanciful, but I have a feeling that Richard of Whitwick may have started his working life 
under some sort of patronage and been given some rudimentary education. On his marriage in 1812, he was able to 
sign his own name in what, by comparison with some of the other signatures on the same page, was a reasonably 
practised hand. Richard of Breedon also signed the register at both his marriages. 
 
Of the three brothers, Samuel, Richard and Joseph, it was Richard who stayed closest to the village of his birth, never, 
as far as can be ascertained, straying farther from home than the parish of Castle Donington some 8 miles away. He 
married a girl, Ann Wortley, from Shepshed in 1812 - at least two of their children, Elizabeth (1812) and Richard 
(1817) were baptized there, Richard snr. being described as 'labourer' in the Parish Register. Once again, there is no 
evidence directly to support the theory but it seems very likely that Richard was by now in the employ of the Phillips 
family whose connection with the area had begun in 1683, when Ambrose Phillips, a London lawyer, had purchased 
the manors of Garendon and Shepshed from the Beaumont family (the Earls of Leicester). Through successive 
marriages, the Phillips family added the names 'March' and 'Lisle' (not de Lisle however) and by the early nineteenth 
century they owned a great deal of land in north west Leicestershire including sizeable amounts in Loughborough, 
Thringstone, Whitwick and Belton. By 1820, the head of the family was Charles March Phillips who lived with his 
family in the great house at Garendon, near Loughborough. In the Leicester Quarter Sessions Records for that year, 
among the entries of registration of gamekeepers appears the following: 
 
May 12th Charles March Phillips (sic) Esqre. Lord of the Manors of Gracedieu and Merril Grange appoints Richard 
Jeffcoat his Gamekeeper for the said Manors by Deputation dated the sixth day of May 1820. 
 
Merril Grange and Gracedieu were only two of the many Manors in possession of the Phillips family. A note in the 
index to the QS, records explains that, by the act of 1710 'a Lord or Lady of a Manor might appoint only one 
gamekeeper for that manor and the name of the Gamekeeper so appointed or 'deputed' had to be registered with the 
Clerk of the Peace for the county in which the Manor lay'. At that time, 1820, the Priory of Gracedieu, founded in the 
thirteenth century as a nunnery and dissolved in 1534 by Henry VIII was nothing but a romantic ruin in the woods 
above Whitwick. A few years later, Charles March Phillips' son, Ambrose, a convert to Roman Catholicism, began 
building a new Manor House half a mile away from the ruins where he lived until he succeeded his father in 1862. 
Ambrose is a fascinating character in himself; a friend of the Young England group of whom Benjamin Disraeli was a 
leading member. In Disraeli's novel 'Coningsby', published in 1844, the character of Eustace Lyle is based on 
Ambrose Phillips (by now de Lisle Phillips (much more romantic)). Disraeli's description of Lyle's house, St Genevieve, 
is considered to be based on the designs made by Phillips' friend, A W Pugin, for the rebuilding of Garendon in 1841 - 
designs which were, in fact, never carried out. Merrill Grange, which was also in Richard's charge, had been the farm 
belonging to the Priory in the nuns' time. There is no indication of where the Jeffcoats were living at the time of 
Richard's appointment. Family legend has it that one of the children - the curiously named Tubal - was born at 
Gracedieu but a Whitwick Land Tax return of 1827 shows Richard to have been occupying a house and land in 
Whitwick, the property of C M Phillips Esq - two years before Tubal was born. In true Jeffcoat fashion, the baptisms of 
the four younger children were 'saved up'. It was 1836 before Sarah (by then in her ninth year), Tubal, Rhoda, Anne (b 
1831) and the baby, Joseph, were taken to church - had news of compulsory registration (it began in 1837) reached 
Whitwick? 
 
Perhaps this is a good point at which to leave Richard for a while and return to his brothers, Samuel (born 1782) and 
Joseph (born 1794). William, the eldest (born 1778) remains so far a shadowy figure - was he the William Jeffcoat 
whose burial at Whitwick is recorded in the returns for 1786? Or was he the William Jefcote who occupied the house 
in Whitwick owned by Charles March Phillips from 1823 until it was taken over by Richard in 1827? But the careers of 
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Samuel and Joseph are easier to follow. All four brothers, as has been said, were born into a world of change. 
Leicestershire, like everywhere else, was touched by revolution - not only agrarian and industrial but political as well. 
In 1789, when Samuel was seven years old, the country was shaken by the news from France. The British had by 
now accepted the loss of the American colonies, painful as the experiences of the 1770s had been. But all that was far 
away across the Atlantic - now there was upheaval almost on the very doorstep with only the narrow English Channel 
to protect the country from the revolutionaries and their terrifying excesses. Those Radicals who were in sympathy 
with the Revolution were put down, subversive literature suppressed and trade unions prohibited. With the rise of 
Napoleon Bonaparte and the growth of his technically skilled and disciplined army which threatened the liberty of the 
rest of Europe, British patriotism reached its zenith. When France conquered Belgium in 1792 the threat became even 
more imminent though the Prime Minister, Pitt, held out until February 1793 when France itself declared war on Britain 
and Holland. As usual, Britain was unprepared and the war began badly. Pitt had expected the war to be short but in 
fact it lasted for a generation. For many years, while Napoleon's armies overran the Continent of Europe, only the 
British Navy, under Nelson, stood between Britain and defeat. In 1804, the French Navy was massing at Boulogne in 
preparation for invasion. Naughty British children were told by their parents 'Boney will get you if you don't behave'. 
Fortunately, once again, the British genius for snatching the brand from the fire in the nick of time asserted itself and in 
1805 Nelson and his fleet defeated the combined French and Spanish navies at Trafalgar, though the Admiral himself 
died in the battle. Napoleon, however, was far from daunted and turned his attention to the mainland, persuading the 
Russians to come into the Continental System he was building up to exclude British trade from the Continent. Pitt died 
in 1805, soon to be followed by his successor, Fox. British trade abroad was severely affected and there was want 
and unemployment in various areas of the country. The king, George III, became permanently insane and his place 
was taken by the Prince of Wales as regent - described by one historian as 'the best of a not very satisfactory bunch, 
"the first Gentleman of Europe"'. Britain was left to fight on alone until, in 1808, after the retreat to Corunna, the great 
general Wellington was sent to occupy Portugal. The scene was set for the long-drawn out struggle of the Peninsular 
War. Which brings us back at long last to young Samuel Jeffcoat who, fifty years later was to be described in the 
Census returns as 'Artillery Pensioner'. Until we have found his military records (which we hope eventually to do) we 
can only guess at the circumstances and details of Samuel's army career. What follows is, therefore, largely 
guesswork and can only be dealt with in the most general terms. But it may give some idea of what life was like for the 
soldier in those vital early days of the 19th century. 
 
Our first problem is to discover exactly when Samuel joined the army. The only clue is that he married in Hampshire in 
1805, when he was 23. It must therefore have been in the early years of the century that he enlisted. He could, 
perhaps, have been a boy soldier. The British Army had for a long time made use of these 'military apprentices' and 
from 1780 onwards large numbers of very young boys were recruited. At that time, as we have already seen, there 
was widespread poverty throughout the country; social conditions may have improved but there was less work and 
food to go round. According to one writer (A W Cockerill - Sons of the Brave) 'it is important to recognise the condition 
of Great Britain at this period ... and the attendant misery of the working population in order to juxtapose the plight of 
children in general with the relative good fortune of the young boys who joined the army. In the matter of clothing and 
personal belongings alone, there was no comparison.' Cocerill goes on to list, as an example, the items carried in his 
knapsack by each boy soldier in the Royal Artillery - a very impressive collection including five shirts (4 white, 1 check) 
two pairs of shoes and a pair of shoe buckles, two pairs of stockings, clothes and shoe brushes, trousers, cap etc. 
Drummer-boys got a warm fur hat as well. Moreover, in an age of general illiteracy, attention was paid to the boys' 
education. In 1797, the Royal Artillery Regiment began a military school at Woolwich which boy soldiers were made to 
attend along with the children of the garrison. 
 
The British Army expanded greatly in size between 1792 and 1796, and young recruits were encouraged. 
Advertisements were placed in newspapers for boys from 12 to 14 years of age and a fee of one guinea (œ1.05) 
offered to any person bringing a suitable boy with assurances that the lad would be well cared for. An estimated 
number of 6,000 boys, aged 10 to 14 years were enlisted. Great stress was laid by the authorities on the welfare of 
the boys - they were to be treated 'with kindness, care and consideration'. It is easy to understand then that, given the 
international situation and the economic circumstances of the time, a career in the Armed Forces should have seemed 
to many boys and young men an attractive proposition. Certainly, Samuel Jeffcoat was not the only lad to leave his 
native village in the years between 1800 and 1820 to change his luck in the great world beyond Leicestershire. 
Volume 1 of the Leicestershire Military Index which lists those joining the Royal Marines between 1755 and 1820 
contains the names of quite a few men from Swannington and Whitwick - their ages range from 14 (James Sylvester, 
a stockinger of Whitwick who enlisted on 12th July 1809) to 28. The average age of enlistment seems to have been 
around 15 to 16 years. So Samuel might well have joined up round about 1803, when he would have been 21. Since, 
according to the 1851 Census, he was an Artillery Pensioner, it is reasonable to suppose that he joined the Royal 
Artillery and we should eventually be able to trace him through the PRO lists at Kew. For the present, we can only 
guess that he was at first stationed in Hampshire since in 1805, on the 10th of January, he married Mary Martin in the 
Priory Church at Christchurch. Christchurch is today a small town not far from the holiday resort of Bournemouth, near 
to the border with the county of Dorset. Southampton and Portsmouth lie to the east, Weymouth and the navel 
harbour of Portland to the west; there is a small harbour and the ruins of a castle, but its chief glory is the Priory 
Church, begun in the 11th century and possessing much original Norman work. Again, we cannot know exactly what 
Samuel and his fellow soldiers were doing in the area but it is more than likely that they were there to repel the coming 
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invasion from across the Channel which in early 1805 seemed likely to occur at any time. Since 1804, Napoleon, 
having declared himself Emperor, had been preparing transports at Boulogne for the invasion of Britain. All along the 
south coast, 'Martello' towers had been erected (so-called because one such tower had proved remarkably resistant to 
British cannon-fire in 1794 at Martela in Corsica) and the country lived in hourly expectation of attack. Fortunately, in 
November 1805, Nelson sailed with his fleet from Portsmouth and at the Battle of Trafalgar crushed the Frency navy, 
thus averting the danger of invasion from the continent for over a century. 
 
The destruction of French sea-power, however, did not deter Napoleon for long from his purpose. In rapid succession, 
he defeated Austria at Austerlitz, Prussia at Jena and Russia at Friedland. The French Empire was extended along 
the mainland coast of Northern Europe. British exports fell; there was unemployment and want in various areas of the 
country. Pitt, the Prime Minister, died in the same year (1805). The king, George III, became permanently insane and 
his place was taken by the Prince of Wales as regent. The war was to drag on until Napoleon was finally defeated at 
Waterloo in 1815. Where Samuel was during these years remains, for now, a mystery. We have one 'sighting' 
however; among the baptisms recorded in the IGI for Kent is that of William Samuel Jeffcoat, son of Samuel Jeffcoat 
and Mary. This event took place on 17 October 1811 at the church of Saint Mary Magdalene, Woolwich. The location 
is significant since Woolwich was (and remains to this day) the headquarters of the Artillery regiment. It was from the 
great Arsenal at Woolwich that much of the ammunition - cartridges, gun-powder etc. - was dispatched across the 
channel to Belgium in the summer of 1815. Did Samuel see service abroad in those years between his marriage and 
1815? It is tempting to imagine him with Wellington on the Spanish Peninsula or even at Waterloo but surely if this had 
been the case there would have been some lingering family memory - a medal even? Be that as it may, I have so far 
unearthed no further trace of Samuel and his family till suddenly in 1818, three years after Waterloo, they reappear in 
Whitwick with the baptism of a daughter, Ann, in April of that year. Just over a year later, on 2 January 1820, he was a 
witness (signing his own name) at the wedding of his brother Joseph to Elizabeth Ward. So one may reasonably 
suppose that sometime after the end of the war, Samuel, in common with a quarter of a million others, was 
demobilized. The country, now that at last the threat from France no longer menaced its existence and Napoleon 
safely exiled on St Helena for ever, had no further use for a large army. So, it patted its heroes on the head, put them 
through a Medical Board and sent them out into the world with, if they were lucky, a miniscule pension. Samuel by 
now was 33 years old, with a wife, if not a family, to support. At the end of the war, unemployment was rife and 
poverty increased, especially among agricultural workers. There was a succession of bad harvests resulting in the 
introduction of the Corn Law of 1815 which excluded foreign corn until the price of British corn rose. There were rick 
burnings in the country followed by transportation to the penal settlements in Australia. In the towns, there were stikes 
and the smashing of machinery by the so-called Luddites who saw their livelihood threatened by the replacement 
hand-looms with mechanized processes. Wages generally fell when demobilized soldiers and sailors flooded the 
labour market. Between November 1816 and April 1817, there were eight executions in Leicester - seven for Luddite 
offences, one for Rick Burning. In October 1818, William Bailey was convicted of sheep stealing at Leicester Assizes. 
He was originally sentenced to be hanged but later pardoned and the sentence transmuted to transportation to New 
South Wales. It must have seemed to Samuel that the best course was to return home to Leicestershire, to his 
birthplace, where many of his family still lived who, if not in comfortable circumstances, were highly respectable, well-
established in the area and might help him to find work. Agricultural labourers, even though they might not be well 
paid, at least usually had a cottage to live in, with a garden or patch of land on which they could grow fruit and 
vegetables and sometimes they had a pigsty. Moreover, since his brother Richard was a game-keeper one might 
suppose that the occasional bird found its way on to Samuel's table - though conversely this might have precluded 
him from joining in the prevalent sport of poaching. So it is not surprising that Samuel returned to his home country 
and stayed there - contentedly, as far as we know - till the end of his days. What Mary thought about it we shall never 
know - though she must have missed, surely, the soft accents and rolling countryside of native Hampshire or even the 
bustling activity of regimental life. The population of Whitwick had by now increased (in 1821 there were 1,146 souls in 
Whitwick itself, 541 in Swannington. By 1831, 72 labourers were employed in coalpits and stone quarries alone). She 
remains a shadowy figure but she seems to have settled down to life in the Midlands, bringing up her family - William 
(baptized with his brother in 1820 but said to have been four years old at the time); Samuel, born 1820; Ann, baptized 
1818 and Eliza, baptized 1825. Samuel continued to work on the land (for whom and where we don't yet know). The 
1841 Census shows Samuel and Mary living in Swannington, together with Samuel jnr. Brother William was by now 
married, a tailor, living in Whitwick with his wife, Sarah, their young son, a baby 7 months old and William Riley, an 
apprentice. This William was eventually to become Parish Clerk of Whitwick, a position he held for some 20 odd 
years. The Whitwick Tithe Map of 1843 shows Samuel and one Joseph Grimley paying tithes for two houses with 
gardens and orchards, and William Jeffcoat (it is not clear which one) also paying tithes - for pasture (13 shillings, 
payable to the Vicar) a meadow with orchard, some owned, some rented. This may well account for the fact that, to 
this day, there is a little street in Swannington called 'JEFFCOATS LANE'. Indeed, throughout the middle years of the 
nineteenth century, Whitwick and its environs seems to have been teeming with Jeffcoats. Besides Tailor William 
there was also William the shoemaker who in 1851 lived at 66 Talbot lane with his family (he was the son of Samuel 
and Elizabeth Jeffcoat, first cousin to soldier Samuel and gamekeepeer Richard - their fathers were brothers). Samuel 
and his wife were still alive in 1841 and living with William and his family. Also in Talbot Lane (no. 53) were Samuel 
and Mary, now on their own, Samuel jnr. having left to work in Kent. Richard lived in Whitwick with Ann, his wife and 
their two youngest children, Rhoda Ann, a dressmaker and Joseph, a scholar. At 174 Leicester Road lived Enoch 
Jeffcote, a wheelwright and his wife Ann. Enoch, born 1826, was the son of William and Ann Jeffcoat (whose marriage 



The Jephcott Family – Chapter 6 – Family AR 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

6.AR.7 

I have not yet traced). He and his brother (yet another William) were baptized in Whitwick in 1826, William being two 
years old at the time. 
 
It must be remembered that it was not until 1870, more than half way through the nineteenth century, that, following 
the passing of Forster's Education Act, education became compulsory in England up to the age of thirteen. Previously, 
it had been a matter of luck whether you learnt to read and write or not - either because your parents could afford to 
send you to school or because there happened to be some sort of rudimentary education available in your native town 
or village. In the eighteenth century, education was left to the charitable religious societies who set up Sunday Schools 
(the children were far too useful as cheap labour on weekdays to be spared from the shop or the farm) where the 
deserving poor learnt to read the Bible and to write their names - anything more would have been dangerous and led 
to the lower classes getting above themselves. From 1807 onwards reformers pressed for grants of public money to 
aid them. The National Society which was Anglican and the British and Foreign Society which was undenominational, 
were founded in 1811 and 1814 respectively. Leicestershire was no different from any other English county - it had a 
few charity schools scattered up and down (there was one at Bredon-on-the-Hill founded in 1734, for example) - but it 
was 1820 before Whitwick was to acquire such an asset. There exists still the Accounts and Minute Book of the 
Whitwick National Free School, from its foundation in 1820. The school was established by subscription, all 
subscribers of 1« guineas or upwards annually being entitled to send their own children free of charge. Otherwise, 
charges, where appropriate, were to be 1 guinea a year or 5s and 3d a quarter. Books, slates and copy books were to 
be provided. The 'Madras' or National System of Education was to be followed. Obviously, some lucky children 
(probably those whose parents led a suitable sober, righteous and godly life) received their education free of charge. 
By 1826 it was felt that economies were necessary and it was decided that 'every Free Child was to pay 6d a year and 
must pay for their own slates'. Alas, there are no registers still in existence for the school so we can only hope that the 
little Jeffcoats were able to take advantage of this opportunity - my guess is that they did since by 1830 they were 
signing their own names on their marriage certificates and seem to have been in demand as witnesses at weddings. 
There is one other Whitwick School document in existence, a Log Book kept by the teachers in the 1860s - of which 
more later - and the Jeffcoats figure quite prominently in this. 
 
Here it is perhaps an appropriate time to turn to Joseph, youngest son of William Jeffcoat and Elizabeth Hardisty, born 
in Swannington in 1798. Once again, one can only guess at his early years but it would seem a reasonable guess that 
these were spent on the land. After his baptizm, his next appearance in the Whitwick Parish Registers in in 1820 when 
he married Elizabeth Ward, Daughter of Isaac Ward, a collier and his wife Mary. I am indebted to Joan Wills of 
Camberwell, Vic. Australia for the information of Elizabeth's parents - she sent me a copy of Elizabeth's death 
certificate, dated July 1878, in which her father's name is recorded at Wardell; however, the name on the marriage 
entry is clearly Ward. Elizabeth and Joseph had been married for 58 years when she died (he was to outlive her by six 
years) and clearly it was all a long, long time ago. Be that as it may, at some time during the next decade they moved 
to Loughborough - Joseph may even have already been working there at the time of the marriage - and the family's 
last appearance in the Whitwick Parish Register occurs in December 1822 with the baptism of their daughter 
Elizabeth. Their only other surviving child, William (yet another one!) who was two years older than his sister was not 
baptized until April 1835, at Loughborough All Saints. For some reason, Elizabeth was 'done' again, on the same 
occasion - had they forgotten about Whitwick or was some zealous Vicar making quite sure that all his flock was 
rounded up? 
 
Although we know nothing of Joseph's early years we can at least be sure of why he went to Loughborough. And here 
we must return again to the last years of the eighteenth century, beginning in 1779 when the completion of the Soar 
Navigation (canal) resulted in cheap Derbyshire coal reaching Loughborough. The success of this venture encouraged 
the formation of the Leicester Navigation Company to press for an extension to Leicester which was granted by an Act 
of Parliament passed in 1791. The main Canal to Leicester was opened in 1794 and henceforth coal and lime could 
now be brought by boat from the pits in Swannington, Coleorton, Thringston, Breedon and Gracedieu. These were the 
great days of the canals in Britain - their usefulness was to last for roughly a hundred years and they were to bring 
employment to many thousands of workers. They helped to change Britain from an agricultural society to one based 
on manufactured goods, providing as they did a cheap, safe method of transport. They were made necessary by the 
Industrial Revolution and they were killed by the advent of the Railway Age. 
 
Bailey's Universal British Directory of 1792 describes Loughbourough as the 'second town in the county'. It was 
already a sizeable place, with a large church and a free school, besides charity schools for girls and boys. According 
to the Directory, 'the new canal had made the coal trade here very extensive'. Mail-coaches from Manchester, Leeds, 
Nottingham and London called there several times a week and stage wagons from Sheffield, Derbyshire and 
Nottinghamshire passed through on their way to London. In the 1790s there was already a road from Loughborough to 
Whitwick and Swannington about ten miles away. Shepshed and the great house of Garendon where the Phillips 
family (Richard Jeffcoat's employers) lived, lie just to the north of this road, even nearer to the town; Charnwood 
Forest skirts it to the south, Leicester is eleven miles away. In 1809, one John Heathcoat invented the Bobbin-net-
machine for lacemaking and established a factory in Mill Lane, Loughborough. This factory was destroyed in the 
Luddite Riots of 1817 but the industrialisation of Loughborough could not be halted and its population continued to 
increase throughout the nineteenth century. By 1831, it was estimated to be 10,969 and the town boasted a theatre 
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and two Noncomformist Churches, besides the ancient Parish Church of All Saints. By 1840 it also possessed a 
gasworks, a Roman Catholic Chapel and a new Anglican Church (Emmanuel). In 1839, 30 stage coaches a day 
changed horses in Loughborough - but their fate was already sealed with the opening of a new station for the Midland 
Counties Railway in 1840. 
 
Whenever it was that Joseph left home to work in Loughborough, he was not the first Jeffcoat to arrive in that town. In 
1815, on the 7th day of August, one William Jefcoate (sic) was married to Mary Newton, both being 'of this parish'. In 
1818, in the same church, was baptized William, son of William & Mary Jefcoat (sic); William snr. is stated to be a 
boatwright. William and Mary seem to have had a large family, all baptized at Loughborough between 1816 and 1828, 
with the surname variously given as Jefcutt, Jofcutt, Jephcote - and even Gefcate. I have as yet been unable to trace 
the origin of this William; moreover so far I know nothing of John Jephcote and his wife Elizabeth whose daughter 
Harriet was baptized at Loughborough in 1829. Were these the couple whose son Joseph was baptized at Shepshed 
in 1828, father being described as a baker? These questions must remain unanswered for the moment, since it is 
Joseph's career we are following and we know rather more about that already. But it is interesting that William is 
described as a boatwright and to speculate that Joseph may have worked with him on first going to Loughborough. 
The Leicester Navigation would have been four years old when Joseph was born in 1798 and he would have grown 
up with the sight of boats, laden with coal and lime, sailing down on their way to Loughborough - he may even have 
hitched an occasional ride on them. As the youngest son of the family and given the depressed state of agriculture at 
this time he may have felt that he wanted to do something different where perhaps there was more opportunity for 
advancement and a chance to get away from the claustrophobic atmosphere of village life. Loughborough was a 
bustling market town where there was entertainment and much coming and going, with its lively canal trade and 
thriving transport system. Unlike his elder brother, Samuel, he had missed the excitement of the Napoleonic Wars and 
the chance to see the great world beyond Leicestershire - here was an opportunity to see life, to talk to people who 
travelled about the country - perhaps even to travel himself, though one wonders if Joseph in those days ever 
envisaged just how far he would one day travel. 
 
One assumes, then that, by 1841, the year of his daughter Elizabeth's marriage to William North, Joseph was well 
established in Loughborough, living in Bridge Street with his wife and daughter and his son William, with his wife 
Sarah. We can keep good track of the family this year since not only was it the year of young Elizabeth's wedding but 
also the year of the census. The two events followed quickly one upon another; the census was taken on 6 June, the 
wedding took place (at the Parish Church) on 29 June. Curiously, Joseph is described on the census return as 'coal 
merchant' - it is William who is the 'boatman'. Moreover, it is William's name which appears first on the form, as head 
of household - I suspect this is because William was more literate than his father (he signed his name as witness to 
Elizabeth's marriage with a great flourish) and therefore took the lead in providing the information). Three weeks later, 
in the Parish Register, Joseph is described as 'boatman' as is the groom, William North, son of Joseph North, lace 
manufacturer (presumably working in a factory). Both William and Elizabeth signed their own names and there is 
something very touching about these signatures, seen almost 150 years later - William's soaring above the prescribed 
line but boldly written, with pride in every stroke; Elizabeth's more precise, keeping strictly to the line but with some 
fuzzing on the finial 't' where the pen has scratched. One can imagine the furrowed brows and the intense 
concentration of the pair as they bent over the register and the air of triumph as they completed their task. Brother 
William, on the other hand, seems to have had no such inhibitions - his is obviously a practised hand and the 
signature is written in a flowing style with large, well formed letters; one gets the feeling that he is in charge of the 
whole affair and is thoroughly enjoying himself. 
 
Although Joseph and William Jeffcoat and William North all described themselves as boatmen it is doubtful if they 
ever actually lived on their boats. Joseph and his family, as we have seen, lived in Bridge Street, close by the canal 
and the Norths just round the corner, in The Rushes - so called because of the rushes which once grew along the 
Wood Brook as it passed the end of the street. The journeys they made would have been short ones - ten or twelve 
miles at the most - and there would have been no need for living accommodation on the boats. Certainly their wives 
would not have accompanied them; until the coming of the railways the boats were crewed by men and boys. Then, 
as a result of competition and a need to operate at lower rates, the boat owners had to cut costs, so most of them 
gave up their homes and brought their wives and families to live on board to help in running the boat. In 1841, canal 
trade on the Leicester Navigation was already in decline. As early as 1832, the Leicester & Swannington Railway had 
opened with an immediate benefit for the Leicestershire coalfield but a depressing effect on the canals. This railway 
was the first line in the Midlands and its purpose was to convey coal from the Leicestershire pits by a faster and more 
direct method than by canal barge. Robert Stephenson (son of the great George) was the engineer-designer, together 
with a local man, John Ellis. The first locomotive to run on the line on the opening day - 17 July 1832 - is said to have 
been the Comet, brought to Leicester from Newcastle upon Tyne by canal for the occasion and driven by George 
Stephenson himself, to the sound of a band and the salute of cannon. The regular service consisted of a six-wheeled 
passenger coach with barred windows tagged on to three empty coal trucks. The success of this railway and of 
railway companies all over the country at this time led eventually to the creation of the Midland Counties Railway and 
to the opening of the grand Leicester, London Road Station. Now (1840) the railways were stretching far beyond 
Leicester in all directions and the railway age had arrived. Queen Victoria herself set the seal of approval on this 
revolutionary mode of transport when she travelled south to London from Leicester after a visit to the East Midlands in 
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1843. Two years before, one Thomas Cook, living in Leicester and a keen member of the Midland Temperance 
Association arranged for that Association an outing by rail from Leicester to Loughborough and back for which 570 
people paid a shilling each. The passengers (who were to attend a temperance rally) travelled on a train of nine open 
carriages, accompanied by a band who played music all the way. The excursion was so successful that others soon 
followed and by the time Cook died in Leicester in 1892, he was head of a vast organisation - Thomas Cook & Son, 
Travel Agents - which today is known all over the world. 
 
By 1841, therefore, the writing was already on the wall for the canals. Yet only eight years before the Loughborough 
Navigation had paid a dividend of 108% on its shares whose market value was quoted at œ1,240; this must, however, 
have been almost the last time that such satisfactory profits could have been made. Did Joseph realise that he was 
witnessing the passing of an era and the dawning of another? Although he is designated 'Boatman' on his daughter's 
marriage certificate in June 1841 as we have seen, three weeks earlier on the census form he is described as 'coal-
merchant'. Was he already beginning to branch out and find other sources of income? By 1851, when he and 
Elizabeth, now 53 and 50 respectively, and on their own, had moved to Canal Row, he has become not only coal-
merchant but also publican. There are still to be found canal-side pubs in Loughborough. All can be reached from the 
towing-path and many have a post or a hitching ring to which the bargee could attach his horse while having a drink 
inside. Since the census return gives only a number - 37 Canal Row - with no indication of the name of the pub, I have 
yet to discover of which house Joseph was the landlord. But most of his customers would presumably have been 
boatmen with whom he might have discussed the state of the canal trade. His daughter Elizabeth, too, had married 
boatmen - first William North who sadly died of TB in 1847 after only five years of marriage, leaving her with two little 
boys - William and Joseph Jeffcoat; and secondly John Beardsley, himself a widower with a little son, Henry. In 1854, 
when the census was taken, John and Elizabeth had been married a little over two months and were living next door 
to Elizabeth's parents at no. 36 Canal Row with their young family. Unlike William North, John Beardsley was unable 
to write and made his mark in the Parish Register - possibly he had spent most of his life on the canals (he was born 
in Ripley, Derbyshire) and had had no opportunity to go to school; with the slackening of the canal trade and no 
training or qualifications for any other kind of a job he may well have felt that his chances of a decent livelihood for 
himself and his family were slipping away. 
 
As we have already seen, the years immediately following Waterloo were not easy ones for Britain. Though the 
outlook was good for the landowning and wealthy middle classes and overseas trade prospered; though prices were 
beginning to fall and income tax was abolished in 1815, none of these factors did much to help the average wage-
earner. By the 1820s, the position began to improve somewhat, since the standard of living was helped by a fall in the 
cost of food. The old king George III died in 1820 to be succeeded by his son, the Prince Regent whose reign, in 
retrospect, is sometimes seen as a golden romantic time of elegance and gracious, cultivated living; this view may 
have held good for the few who had the money and the time to pursue such a life. But for the vast majority of the 
British people who made such a life possible the reality was very different. In the growing industrial towns, housing 
conditions were appalling with workmen and their families crowded together in cheap tenements under insanitary 
conditions with polluted water supplies. Conditions in the factories where these people - men, women and children - 
worked long hours for low wages were no better. The rooms where they spent their days were dirty, ill-ventilated and 
badly lit. Though several Factory Acts were passed (for example, an act to limit the working week of children in cotton 
factories to 72 hours and to fix at 9 the age at which they might begin to work) since no inspectors were appointed to 
supervise the carrying out of the law, evasion was not difficult and by no means uncommon. Though their living 
conditions might be marginally better, agricultural labourers fared little better than their fellow workers in the towns. 
The introduction of threshing machines led to the loss of livelihood for many of them. Riots broke out all over the 
country in which the hated machines were smashed and farm buildings set alight. This, the 'Last Labourers' Revolt' 
was savagely punished; four hundred of the rioters were transported to Australia and nine men were hanged. The 
successive Corn Laws had done little to ease the problems of the poor; the price of a loaf could be as much as five or 
six pence and wages varied from fifty pence to as low as thirty-five pence a week. 
 
George IV died in 1830 and was succeeded by his brother William IV, 'The Sailor King' an elderly, in some ways 
eccentric, but amiable naval officer. William's reign was a short one - seven years only - and he is little remembered 
now, overshadowed as he is by his niece and successor, the great Victoria. Indeed, I might have forgotten him 
altogether were it not for the fact that he (or rather his statue) was a familiar figure to me from my earliest years in my 
home town of Cheltenham where he presides over the broad walk in Montpellier Park where I took my first tentative 
steps and later crossed on my way into town. Yet William's reign was marked by the first Great Reform Bill which 
enlarged the franchise and restructured representation in Parliament in 1832. Moreover, 1834 saw the abolition of 
slavery in the British Empire and the foundation by Robert Owen of the Grand National Consolidated Trade Union, 
while in 1835 the Municipal Reform Act extended local government franchise to all ratepayers; the Factory Act of 1833 
attempted further to limit child labour and there was reform in the Established Church and of the Poor Law. True, the 
parliamentary reforms added only some 250,000 voters while redistributing seats chiefly in the large Northern and 
Midland towns so that the working-class votes were in fact diminished; while the establishment of parish workhouses 
under the new Poor Law only served to highlight the appalling problems of the masses. In 1832, a terrible epidemic of 
cholera swept through Europe from the Middle East and, aggravated no doubt by the squalid and insanitary conditions 
in which the working classes lived, spread to Britain where it probably killed as many as 31,000 people. Moreover, 
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Robert Owen's Union failed in the same year that it was formed when action by the government against 'illegal oaths' 
resulted in the transportation of six 'Tolpuddle Martyrs'. Yet there was a spirit of reform abroad in the land and by the 
time that young Victoria came to the throne in 1837 it was already evident that the old order was changing. 
 
Though the years of her long reign have come to be regarded as one of the greatest ages in British history, the early 
period was not an auspicious one for Victoria. To begin with 'this new monarchy was very German and by no means 
popular'. The 1840s were to be remembered by the people as 'the hungry forties'. They were years of poor harvests, 
potato blight, crop disease and poverty - felt most of all in Ireland where the population had been rapidly increasing. 
The Irish leader, Daniel O'Connell, campaigned vigorously in Parliament for repeal of the Union between Great Britain 
and Ireland while, nearer home, the middle class in England, supported by the money of the Lancashire 
manufacturers, fought for the abolition of the Corn Laws and the introduction of Free Trade. Meanwhile, the Chartists, 
a largely working-class movement, were demanding full democracy with equal electoral districts, a secret ballot and 
payment of MPs. There were Chartist riots in the city of Leicester in 1842 and again in 1848. In July 1846 three-
quarters of the Irish potato crop rotted in the ground with catastropic effect on the already backward economy of that 
overcrowded country, whose population of eight millions made up one-third of the population of the British Isles. In the 
years 1846-50 nearly a million people died in Ireland and from 1852-61 another million left it, two-thirds of them for 
America. Meanwhile, in Scotland, successive 'clearances' by the great landowners which had begun as early as 1811 
resulted in the enforced emigration of thousands of small crofters and their families. In England, the great industrial 
cities were beginning to grow, as the new machinery and technical developments made possible mass production of 
goods which had previously been produced by cottage industry. From villages and small towns, the displaced workers 
flocked in to such 'new' cities as Manchester, Birmingham, Leicester and Nottingham which 'were unprepared to 
receive them as they were unprepared to live in an urban environment'. It was to be many years before successive 
legislation, reorganisation of local government and much philanthropic work would succeed in making city life 
reasonably tolerable for the vast majority of its inhabitants. 
 
It is not surprising, therefore, that some of the inhabitants of Britain in these early Victorian days should have found 
themselves restless, even dispossesed and beginning to look beyond the confines of their own small circumscribed 
worlds. In 1841, when the first detailed census was taken, Samuel Jeffcoat, as we have seen, was still living in 
Whitwich with his parents, Samuel snr. and Mary. By 1844, he was far away in Ashford, Kent where he married a local 
girl, Mary Banks. We can only guess at the reason for his move but it seems reasonable to suppose that he went in 
search of work, following his trade as a carpenter. Why he chose to go to Kent, I do not yet know. Ashford is a long 
way from Woolwich (then in the county of Kent) with which his father may have had some connections in his army 
days. There is a marriage recorded in the IGI for Kent of one Hannah Jefcoat to Richard White at Rochester, Saint 
Nicholas in 1804; but Rochester, again is some distance from Ashford. Much more research remains to be done here 
but we do know that Samuel and his Mary raised four children - William Banks, Thomas Samuel, Mary Banks and 
Sarah - during the next twelve years. Did they, one wonders, ever make the long journey north to Leicestershire, for a 
grand reunion with the family? And did they perhaps talk to the Loughborough Jeffcoats - Samuel's uncle Joseph and 
his cousin Joseph's daughter Elizabeth? Who, one wonders, first had the idea that Australia might be the land of 
opportunity they were all looking for? Certainly by the late 1840s they would have heard about the efforts being made 
by the authorities both in Britain and the Colony itself to attract migrants - 'free' emigrants - to the other side of the 
world. 
 
As early as 1834, the South Australian Association had been founded to develop the Colony. Its inspiration was due 
largely to the work and writings of Edward Gibbon Wakefield, a colourful character and minor diplomat until, at the age 
of thirty, he abducted a schoolgirl heiress, married her at Gretna Green and took her to France before his crime was 
discovered. This was not his first escapade - there was an earlier elopement in 1816 - and this time Wakefield was 
sentenced to three years in Newgate prison. During this time he applied his not inconsiderable intellectual energies to 
thinking about colonization and particularly as that subject related to Australia. His ideas were eventually published in 
1829 and attracted immediate attention. Briefly, what Wakefield suggested was a plan to reform the system whereby 
settlers were given land to be worked by convict labour; instead, land would be sold at a relatively high price, the 
revenue from which would then finance the ship fare from Britain of poor emigrants, in particular married couples. 
When these emigrants reached Australia they would usually have to work as labourers for a time until they had saved 
enough to buy land for themselves and thus a supply of free labourers would be assured. Disciples of Wakefield 
founded the new colony of South Australia in 1836. Convict labour was banned and they relied on subsidised 
emigrants, insisting that Crown land should be sold for 12 shillings an acre to pay the fares of poor migrants. The flow 
of migrants quickened under this new system and by the late 1840s the total of free people who had migrated to 
Australia exceeded the total of convicts who had come since the start of colonisation. Many paid their own fees but 
most came because most or all of their fare was paid for them. Australia had 400,000 people at the end of 1850, a few 
months before the rush for gold began; in the next dozen years that number trebled. 
 
The first news of Australia's goldfields reached London late in 1851. Within one month of the discovery (in New South 
Wales) there were 1,000 people at the diggings and alarm among the sheep farmers whose labourers were leaving 
them in droves to seek their fortunes. As the news spread to Britain excitement rose to fever pitch. Shipowners' offices 
in Liverpool and London were crowded with would-be emigrants and scores of ships were hastily diverted to the 
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Australia run. In 1852, 86,000 people left the United Kingdom for Australian ports - a record not broken for almost 60 
years. Among those 86,000 were Joseph and Elizabeth Jeffcoat, Elizabeth their daughter, her husband John 
Beardsley and their children William and Joseph North and Henry Beardsley who sailed from Liverpool on 4 July 1852 
on the clipper ship 'Marco Polo'. 
 
Even in these days of universal air travel and with all our sophisticated means of communication Australia still seems 
to us a very long way away and a journey there by whatever means a prospect not to be undertaken lightly; to pull up 
one's roots and go to live and work on the other side of the world still requires great determination and even courage; 
and there are those who, having taken this step, come to regret it and return home at the first opportunity. Nowadays, 
those who fail to adapt to their new country can and do return home. But in 1852 there was no such safety-net; for the 
vast majority of emigrants, the voyage to Australia would be a final one, there would be no return to the old country in 
the foreseeable future - at least, not for the older ones among them for whom the port of Liverpool would be their last 
sight of England. And how many of them had even seen the sea, let alone entrusted themselves to it for weeks on 
end? One can (just) appreciate that for a young, strong, married man and his wife with a growing family the 
advantages of seeking a new life overseas might outweigh the disadvantages. Elizabeth and John Beardsley were 29 
and 32 respectively when they left Loughborough for ever. But Elizabeth and Joseph Jeffcoat were in their early fifties 
and hitherto lived all their lives in a small provincial town in land-locked Leicestershire, a hundred miles from the coast. 
The decision to emigrate must have been a difficult one - it was certainly a brave one. One wonders whether they fully 
realised the magnitude of the distance they would be putting between themselves and all their families and friends. 
Fortunately, as we know with hindsight, they were both of the stuff of which pioneers are made and lived to enjoy 
many more years in the Colony of Victoria where Joseph eventually became a farmer; he died 'of old age' in 1884 at 
the age of 86, Elizabeth having predeceased him by six years. 
 
All the same, they must all have felt some kind of apprehension that day in July 1852 as the 'Marco Polo' weighed 
anchor and set sail for the open sea. At least, there would have been some consolation in the fact that both Joseph 
and John had employment waiting for them on their arrival in Australia. The ship's records (again I am indebted to 
Joan Wills for this information) show them to have been engaged as agricultural labourers by Robert Patterson of 
Lake Bolac for 12 months. Joseph at a wage of œ55, John at œ35, both 'with rations' - one presumes (and hopes) 
that accommodation of some sort was also provided for the family. Although they travelled in the year of the gold rush 
it seems that the Jeffcoats and the Beardless were not tempted by the lure of wealth; since they were engaged to 
work on the land they may well have been replacements for other workers who had taken off for the gold fields. It is 
interesting that both had deserted their old trade of boatman and reverted to the land; the wages they were promised 
seem little enough to us now but were probably a good deal better than they could have earned in Leicestershire 
where agricultural workers, as in the rest of Britain, were among the most poorly paid - a situation which still obtains 
over a hundred years later. For the children, too, the prospects would be better; and children being the adaptable 
creatures they are, would probably have been too excited by the whole prospect to worry overmuch about the future. 
 
So, on 4 July 1852, the scene was set. The family had arrived in Liverpool - by what means we don't know, possibly 
by train. They may have spent the night before in one of the cheap lodging-houses which abounded in the dockland 
area of the city where crooks and confidence-tricksters carried on a lively trade in fleecing the innocent emigrant. The 
ship which was to carry them to their new home - the 'Marco Polo' - must have been an impressive sight, for she was 
an American clipper whose great age the 1850s were. She belonged to the Black Ball Line of Liverpool who, in 1852, 
had just begun sailing to Australia with the firm intention of breaking all records for the speed of the voyage. Her 
master was James Nicol Forbes, a young, brash redhead whose slogan was said to be 'Hell or Melbourne' and, to 
quote Geoffrey Blainey in his book 'The Tyranny of Distance', some said 'the ship passed through hell before it 
reached Melbourne'. James Forbes pushed his ship on through the waves so that her decks were permanently awash 
in the strong seas. There was little thought for the safety or comfort of the passengers - speed was all. For the cabin 
passengers and a few 'intermediate' passengers there was some consolation in a degree of privacy and meals at the 
captain's table. But for the vast majority (and nine out of ten migrants travelled steerage) there were no such 
amenities. Even so, those who were Australia-bound were a good deal more fortunate than those who went to 
America. Not only were their fares subsidised but conditions in the ships were carefully regulated too. Their diet was 
specified in the Passengers' Acts of the 1840s. Each migrant was allowed a certain amount of food for each week of 
the voyage - oatmeal, rice, flour, bread or ship's biscuits plus half a pound of sugar, two ounces of tea and half a 
pound of molasses weekly. Children under fourteen received half rations. This food was eaten in 'messes' of about ten 
people, one of whom fetched the food from the galley and shared it out to the others who ate as they sat on the 
deckboards. No dining tables, seats, cutlery or plates were provided. By 1855, the number of passengers, space for 
exercise, height of passenger decks, provision of water closets and lifeboats were strictly regulated; moreover, if more 
than fifty passengers were on board a surgeon had to be carried. There was a careful inspection of the ship before it 
sailed and heavy penalties for infringements of the rules. Nevertheless, human nature being what it is there were 
some terrible voyages under frightful conditions. In 1854, the 'Daily News' reported on the fate of passengers who had 
left Liverpool in four ships bound for Melbourne; they had, according to the paper, 'being duly packed to the Liverpool 
system, that is they had been crammed into the between decks with a total disregard to comfort, health and human 
decency'. Disease had broken out and substantial numbers of passengers had died - among them 53 on the 'Marco 
Polo'. But in 1852, so far as we know, there was no such disaster. And our little party arrived safely in Hobson's Bay, 
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Victoria on September 20, after a record voyage of 78 days. It is said that when the master bragged to the Melbourne 
officials that he made the passage in such a short time they refused to believe him until he produced the Liverpool 
newspapers and they saw the dates on them. The passengers confirmed his assertion; they said the ship 'had sped in 
foul weather with acres of sail aloft, as if the master was mad'. 
 
And there we must leave them - standing no doubt on the quayside feeling lost and bewildered but thankful to be once 
more on dry land. Five years later, in January 1857, it was to be the turn of Samuel and Mary Jeffcoat and their young 
family to follow them across the world. It would be nice to think that Samuel had been encouraged by letters from his 
cousin Elizabeth in Australia to take this very decisive step and perhaps, one day, some correspondence will come to 
light. For the present, we can only speculate on his reasons. By now (1856) he and Mary had four young children - 
William Banks, Thomas Samuel, Mary Banks and Sarah. He had a trade - he was a carpenter - so he had something 
useful to offer to prospective employers in the growing colony where skilled labour would be needed. At home in 
Britain, the Victorian Age was well under way. After the troublesome earlier years of her reign with its riots and political 
agitation the country's mistrust of the young Queen and her beloved Prince Consort had given way to respect for their 
example of happy family life and high moral principles. Victoria had successfully survived attempts on her life and 
although, in Europe, there had been revolution and waves of liberalism, Britain remained, alone among the great 
powers, untouched by such infections. Yet there was still appalling poverty among the mass of the population in both 
rural and urban areas and the terrible conditions of the industrial workers contrasted starkly with the wealth and 
comfort enjoyed by the upper and middle classes of society. The culmination of this feeling of national pride came in 
1851 with the opening of the Great Exhibition in Hyde Park. This massive project, largely the inspiration of Prince 
Albert and carried through by him with the help of a committee, was designed to show the latest developments in art 
and industry from all over the world; the Exhibition was kept contemporary, the emphasis was to be on modernity, 
invention and discovery and it attracted visitors not only from all over Britain but from abroad as well. Housed in the 
great glasshouse - the 'Crystal Palace' designed by Joseph Paxton, gardener at Chatsworth to the Duke of 
Devonshire - the Exhibition was crammed with examples of all the latest innovations in machinery, mechanical 
invention and the arts. It was opened by the Queen herself on 1 May 1851 and when it closed on 15 October it had 
been visited by more than six million persons. Enormous excursion trains poured in daily - some of them organised, 
we may be sure, by Mr Thomas Cook of Leicester. We are told that large numbers of workpeople received holidays for 
the purpose of visiting the Exhibition, among them 800 agricultural labourers in their peasant's attire from Surrey and 
Sussex at a cost of two and twopence each person. The country glowed with national pride - here was proof that 
Britain, which had been industrialised before other countries, now led the world in scientific and technical progress. 
For the majority of the public, too, it was their first chance to see not only the railway trains and machinery of every 
kind from their own country but also the Indian silks, black lace mantillas from Spain and intricate weaving from 
France - even the Koh-i-Noor diamond was on view. The whole affair was a triumph for Prince Albert whose dearest 
wish it was to be accepted by the British people as one of themselves and to this end he worked constantly behind the 
scenes to assist the Queen in her work as sovereign. There is no doubt that his tireless and conscientious attention to 
detail, combined with worry and distress over attacks on him in the press contributed largely to his early death, in 1861 
at the age of 42. But, for the moment, his stock was high. Britain had shown the world that it was a united, prosperous 
and go-ahead country, a power to be reckoned with in international affairs whose influence was to be felt not only over 
all of Europe but in India, Canada and far-off Australia and New Zealand as well. She was soon to have to assert 
herself in Europe. In 1854, the Crimean War broke out when France and England finally intervened in the Russo-
Turkish war in order to thwart the Tsar's intention to carve up the Turkish Empire and to take over Constantinople. 
This war showed up the gross inefficiency and incompetence in the British Army where little had changed since 
Waterloo. For the first time in history there were newspaper correspondents present in the battle zones whose 
dispatches told the British public about the ineptitude of the generals and the neglect of the welfare of the troops, 
medicine and nursing. The armies on both sides suffered terribly. Of the British, 2,755 were killed but 21,000 died of 
disease. Thanks to the efforts of Florence Nightingale, the situation was vastly improved, both in the sphere of army 
nursing and in hospital reform at home in Britain, while the lack of organisation which led to such terrible blunders as 
the Charge of the Light Brigade at Balaclava was finally recognised. Even before the peace talks which were to end 
the Crimean War were concluded, there was trouble brewing in India which culminated in the Mutiny of 1856-7 when 
the native troops revolted and in a terrible massacre at Cawnpore hundreds of British men, women and children were 
murdered. 
 
Yet despite these disasters overseas, at home there was hope in the air and the confidence which the Great 
Exhibition had inspired continued. The thirty years which followed the repeal of the Corn Laws in 1846 were a golden 
age for farming in which prices were stable and profits good. The discoveries of new goldfields in California in 1849 
and in Australia in 1851 led to an increase in the amount of currency in circulation, stimulating prices and wages alike 
and bringing an increased demand for foodstuffs; while the rapid growth of the railway system brought agricultural 
producers in quicker contact with their markets and extended the range of their sales. Industry and invention of all 
kinds were making rapid progress, while transport and communication were beginning to change the face not only of 
the towns but of the country as well. Horse-drawn omnibus services were finally established by 1850, city streets were 
asphalted and along country roads telegraph poles began to appear as various private companies opened telegraph 
services. The arrival of the Penny Post in 1840, coinciding as it did with the coming of the railways, was an enormous 
boon to business while the development of the steamship speeded up the time spent at sea and led to a great rise in 
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export trade. For the rising middle classes it was a time of great prosperity and affluence and even for the working 
people on the whole times were improving though there were groups as, for example, the agricultural labourers who 
hardly benefited at all. Though prices rose, the wages of skilled men rose with them. Trade Unions, beginning with the 
Amalgamated Society of Engineers in 1851, now effectively established themselves; there were improvements in 
Public Health and Factory Reform. Public parks, baths and wash-houses were opened, soap was cheaper and 
matches and paraffin were coming into common use; the railway companies were running cheap excursions to the 
seaside. True, housing conditions often remained appalling, there was the ever-present threat of unemployment and 
no security against its effects nor pensions to cushion the inevitable arrival of old age; but by and large times were 
better and horizons were broadening for the great majority of the people. 
 
Why then did Samuel Jeffcoat in 1856 at the age of 36 and married with four young children decide to pull up his roots 
and sail so far away from his home country to the still largely undeveloped land of Australia? Ashford, where he had 
lived since the early 1840s, can still then have been hardly more than a village, a pleasant enough place in Kent 'the 
Garden of England', a centre for the sale of cattle and sheep which still had many medieval houses; it was to become 
a major railway junction with workshops and a busy commercial centre, but in 1856 industrialisation would have 
scarcely begun. Perhaps he felt that opportunities would be greater all round in the new land; it is possible that word 
had reached him that his uncle Joseph and his family had settled happily enough and were doing well. He may even 
have felt that his wife, Mary's health would benefit from the dryer, warmer climate - she may well have already been 
suffering from the 'chronic inflammation of the lungs' which was to kill her two years after their arrival in Australia. We 
can only speculate - but one thing is certain; late in 1856 in the chill of an English winter, Samuel and Mary with 
William, Thomas, Mary and Sarah whose ages ranged from 4 to 12 years, travelled the length and breadth of the 
country from the south-east to the north-west and at Liverpool boarded the SS Great Britain, that famous ship, 
designed and built at Bristol by Isambard Kingdom Brunel, and launched there by Prince Albert in 1843. 
 
In the summer of 1971, my husband Trevor and I celebrated our Silver Wedding Anniversary by setting off on a 
nostalgic tour of friends and places we had known in the carefree days of our youth. Among the friends we visited 
were a couple who lived in Bristol who took us to see the Great Britain, newly arrived in the Great Western Dock after 
her epic journey back from the Falkland Islands. I had no idea then that one of my ancestors had actually travelled to 
Australia on her - I didn't even know that he existed in fact. But I can vividly remember the surprise I felt at the size of 
the ship; and though in those days reconstruction work was only just beginning, it was already possible to visualise 
what she must have looked like to her passengers and crew in the days of her prime; even as a mere hulk she had an 
air of strength and majesty - it was not difficult to imagine her appearance on that day in July, 1843, when Prince 
Albert arrived to launch her - there is an amusing story about this ceremony for at the last moment the Prince turned to 
Mrs Miles, wife of a local ship-owner, and invited her to perform it. The poor lady was somewhat flustered, took the 
bottle of champagne from the Prince, hurled it at the ship - and missed. Whereupon, Albert picked up another bottle of 
champagne, conveniently lying around and successfully carried out the launching - only just in time, as the tow-rope 
between the Great Britain and the Avon which was to move her out into the harbour broke and the great ship was left 
stranded. 
 
By the time that Samuel and his family boarded her in 1856, the Great Britain had already been afloat for 23 years and 
had been through many vicissitudes. Originally built for the Atlantic run, to a revolutionary, she was, at the time of her 
launch, the largest ship in the world. Her engines and boilers were fitted into the middle of the ship and above deck 
were six masts, noticeably short and stubby to ensure that a crew of only thirty men would be needed to handle the 
sails. The upper deck was of pine planks, left as uncluttered as possible to provide a large area on which passengers 
could stroll in fine weather. There was room on board for 252 passengers with berths, 26 single cabins and 113 two-
berth cabins. In addition, the ship carried cargo of 1,200 tons and a crew of 130. From the beginning, the Great Britain 
was enormously popular with the public, receiving an enthusiastic welcome wherever she went and despite her 
various subsequent setbacks she remained so, remembered with pride and affection by her crew, her passengers and 
all who came into contact with her. She made her maiden voyage to New York in July 1845, encountering only such 
minor problems as rolling and vibration; four more voyages were to be made before September 1846 when on her first 
day out of Liverpool disaster struck and she ran aground in Dandrum Bay on the Irish coast. The passengers were 
safely disembarked and no one was injured but the Great Britain had been holed in two places and southerly gales 
were blowing. Not until the end of August 1847 was she towed back to Liverpool. The cost of repairing her was 
estimated at nearly œ22,000 and the owners were forced to sell her; she was bought eventually in 1850 by a 
Liverpool company who were running sail and steam services to Australia. After major alterations and one further trip 
to New York and back in 1852 she started on her first trip to Australia. For the next twenty-odd years she continued to 
ply this route till in 1876 she was put up for sale at Birkenhead. 
 
The Great Britain's departures from Liverpool were always great events; as she cast off, she would fire two of her six 
cannon and these would be answered from the shore. On the banks of the Mersey stood thousands of spectators who 
cheered and waved as the ship moved down the river escorted by all manner of small craft. First-class passengers 
enjoyed a high standard of comfort - the ship carried live sheep, pigs, fowls, ducks, geese and turkeys as well as 
meat, eggs, potatoes and vegetables and 35,338 gallons of fresh water. However, there was a degree of informality 
as all passengers were expected to help the crew at times, taking in sail, working the capstans and shifting coal; they 



The Jephcott Family – Chapter 6 – Family AR 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

6.AR.14 

amused themselves during their enforced leisure by reading, playing cards and chess and organising debates, dances 
and concerts. But in the steerage class (and almost certainly this is how the Jeffcoats travelled) life was not so 
pleasant. We are told that the emigrants were 'a motley group of English, Irish, Scots, French, Swiss etc,' many of 
whom spent their time drinking, quarrelling, swearing and gambling; the food served to them was uninspiring, to say 
the least - for dinner on 24 March 1861 they had Preserved Meat and Plum Pudding. There is an advertisement extant 
for the voyage of 15 February 1861 which shows that at that time the fare for steerage passengers was 14-16 
guineas, children under 12 years half-price, infants under 12 months free. The top price was paid for the After Saloon 
(60-75 guineas) but there was a Third Class for which the fare ranged from 18 to 20 guineas - so perhaps, after all, 
Samuel managed to scrape together the extra few pounds for Third Class tickets - one doesn't like to think of poor 
Mary and her brood having to endure the drinking, swearing and gambling for 60 days in the rough and tumble of 
steerage. 
 
In 1854, on the outbreak of the Crimean War, the Great Britain was refitted as a troopship to carry 1,650 men and 30 
horses; between March 1855 and January 1856 she carried thousands of men to the Crimea. In 1857 she again 
became a troopship when she carried reinforcements to India to help deal with the Mutiny. But in between these 
duties she made a further Australian round trip - it was on this voyage that Samuel and his family were among the 
passengers. Her captain at this time was John Gray, renowned as a seaman who first took command in 1854 and was 
to remain in that position for 14 years. He was a Shetlander and a fisherman who set a high standard in running his 
ship; his inspections were meticulous and he was always willing to lend a hand to help his crew, when needed. He 
was regarded, it is said, as 'the beau ideal of a merchant captain - brave, skilful, manly and resourceful'. The Jeffcoats 
were in good hands! Even so, they must have been relieved once more to have their feet on dry land when they 
disembarked at Moreton Bay in January 1957. Could they possibly have been met by some of those other Jeffcoats 
who had arrived 4« years earlier? Once again, we shall never know, though it would be nice to think so. At all events, 
though poor Mary had only to live another two years, the family settled down happily enough, and we must leave their 
later history to our Australian cousins. 
 
Finally, we return to Whitwick, as we have seen, the stay-at-home Jeffcoats were to remain part of the community for 
a good many years. Throughout the 1820s their names occur at regular intervals in the Parish Registers and these 
Registers themselves repay careful study not only for their particular interest in tracing the family history but also in a 
more general way. The gradual spread of literacy among the younger people, for instance, is reflected in the growth of 
numbers of those able to sign their own names; after 1820, when the Whitwick National School was founded, it is 
noticeable that far more young couples signed the marriage register rather than merely making their marks. Thus, 
when William Jefcoat (sic) married Maria Walker in 1828 both parties signed for themselves while the witnesses, 
William Walker and Elizabeth Jefcoat (presumably father of the bride and mother of the groom), could only manage a 
cross. This particular entry is interesting for another reason too in that the marriage ceremony was performed by John 
Wordsworth, Curate. This was the son of the great poet, William, who happened to be a friend of the Vicar. This was 
John's first curacy and his father's sister, his aunt Dorothy, came down from the Lake District in the autumn of 1828 to 
spend the winter with him and act as his housekeeper. Dorothy wrote home to William describing John's loneliness, 
stuck in a strange village full of 'poverty and all the bad habits attendant upon petty manufacturies in a crowded village 
... barren of society'. Not a very attractive picture of Whitwick, but John didn't have to endure his situation much longer 
- by April 1829 he had obtained a living of his own in Cumberland and shook the dust of the village from his feet for 
ever. His is the only well-known name to appear in the Whitwick registers I have so far studied - though his successor, 
Marmaduke Prickett, bears one to conjure with. Another interesting, if somewhat confusing entry, is that of 21 June 
1831 which records the marriage of Thomas Smith and Sarah Jefcoat - at least that is what the Vicar calls her; she 
has signed herself 'Elizabeth (her spelling) Jeffcoat'. The IGI has several attempts at recording this but it is my opinion 
that this is indeed Elizabeth Jeffcoat, eldest child of Richard and Ann, born 1812. The Rev Francis Merewether, for 
reasons best known to himself, decided that her name was Sarah, probably assuming that she couldn't read or write; I 
like to think that there was a little smile of triumph on Elizabeth's face as she wrote her own name and proved him 
wrong. 
 
With the advent of the Census of 1841 one can at last begin to disentangle the complicated relationships and to 
confirm what one has previously only inferred from the Parish Registers. Thus, Richard Jeffcoat, his wife Ann and the 
younger members of the family are all listed among the Whitwick returns. Even so, there are still surprises and 
mysteries - who, for instances, was Mary Ann Jeffcote aged 25? Since no relationships were given in 1841 there is no 
indication of whether she is daughter, niece, cousin. I have found no baptism for her so far, nor in fact for William, the 
next on the list. But William, born c. 1825, is well documented later by the fact of his having left a will when he died in 
1884; for the present Mary Ann remains an enigma. She and the baby of the family, Joseph, are the only two of my 
great-great-grandparents' children to have so far eluded me. Joseph makes one more appearance in Whitwick. In 
1851, he was still living at home, aged 14, and apparently still at school, since under the heading 'Occupation' he is 
described as 'scholar'. He and his sister Rhoda Ann, a dressmaker aged 18, were now the only children still at home. 
The eldest son, Richard Jr., born in Shepshed in 1817, married a girl from Loughborough (I have not yet succeeded in 
tracing the date of the marriage, but suspect it was some time in the 1840s). By 1871, they had joined the rest of the 
clan in Whitwick with three sons, Thomas, Richard and Arthur, aged respectively 18, 12 and 10; there is a candidate 
for another son in William, aged 26, a wheelwright, also living in Whitwick though born inn Shepshed, married with a 
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two year old son, George. Richard himself was a farm bailiff - unfortunately which farm is not specified, though it could 
well have been one on the Grace Dieu estate. His younger brother, Tubal, makes one more appearance in the 1851 
Census, aged 21 and unmarried he was living at 1 Garendon Hall, his occupation given as 'Postman'. Garendon, it will 
be remembered, was the home of the Phillips family, Lords of the Manors of Grace Dieu and Merril Grange among 
others. I have it from another member of the family that Tubal subsequently married and moved to Sheffield, but have 
not yet had time to follow his trail. Rhoda Ann married a farmer from Sheepshead [sic], John Bowley, and they settled 
in the Whitwick area; in 1871 they and their numerous family were living at Green Hill, Swannington were John is 
stated to be a farmer of 40 acres! 
 
And Sarah? What of Sarah, my great-grandmother, born in Whitwick in 1827, died Burton-on-Trent in 1911 and vividly 
remembered by my father as a formidable and strong-minded old lady in a lace cap and carrying an ebony cane? 
Alas, she remains, at least in her early years, as shadowy a figure as ever. It is ironic that my Family History research 
which was largely begun with a determination to solve once and for all the mystery of my grandfather Edwin's birth 
should have resulted in the discovery of two hitherto unknown sets of cousins in far-off Australia yet brought me no 
nearer to the uncovering of the great secret which has intrigued Sarah's descendants for the last 50 years or so. For 
she covered her tracks well; the key lies, I think in discovering her whereabouts in 1851. A girl of 13 at home in 
Whitwick in 1841, by 1851 she has gone, to reappear again in 1861 with her mother, a widow and Edwin aged 2, 
'grandson' born Whitwick - no need to indicate on the form even that Edwin was her son. I can find no baptism entry 
for Edwin in the Whitwick registers (and since the incumbent of the time was in the habit of including the name of the 
supposed father in his entries, this is not surprising). I can find no reference to her in the 1851 Census for 
neighbouring parishes to Whitwick (family tradition has it that she was employed as a housekeeper in some large 
establishment immediately prior to Edwin's birth). When Edwin and my grandmother Sarah Jane Chamberlain married 
in 1883 in Burton-on-Trent, the ceremony took place in a Nonconformist Chapel and on the marriage certificate the 
space for 'Father's name' is left blank in his case. Was Sarah, as has been darkly rumoured among the family, 'paid to 
keep her mouth shut'? If so, she certainly kept her part of the bargain, firmly retaining her maiden name throughout 
the rest of her long life and taking her secret with her to the grave. Yet she was not cast out by her family as might well 
have happened in those mid-Victorian days of rigid morality. As we have seen, she came back to Whitwick to live with 
her mother where her child could be in close contact with his innumerable uncles, aunts and cousins. Moreover, when 
her brother William died he didn't forget his younger sister. She was left an equal share of his estate along with 
Richard, Rhoda, the wife of John Bowley and Tubal - no mention of Elizabeth or Joseph. Here we might notice that the 
Census of 1881, taken three years before he died, shows William to have been not only landlord of the Railway Inn, 
Glenfield, but also a farmer of 50 acres; his place of birth is given as 'Graisdue' Leics - either the enumerator or 
William couldn't spell Gracedieu. He was 55 and unmarried, employing a housekeeper, Elizabeth Harris (to whom 
three years later he bequeathed $100) and a general servant, Charles Wood. The Railway Inn, as its name implies, 
was built sometime in the 1830s when there was an influx of newcomers to the village occasioned by the building of 
the Leicester & Swannington railway to which we have already referred. The tunnel through which the line passed at 
Glenfield was the railway's main engineering feat and still exists today though Glenfield Station itself was closed for 
passenger traffic in 1928 and for goods in 1965. Its future is uncertain - it was bought by Leicester Corporation for $5 - 
but the trees around its entrance have been made the subject of a preservation order. 
 
Through all these years while his family was growing up, marrying and leaving home, Richard Jeffcoat seems to have 
led a placid, blameless and uneventful life, remaining in the service of the Phillips family as gamekeeper at Gracedieu. 
I believe he may also have had some supervisory duties there as well, in regard to the estate. An early Directory for 
Leicestershire lists Richard Jeffcoat as 'gamekeeper & farmer' at Gracedieu. Only once was some doubt cast on his 
probity. I am indebted to the present Squire de Lisle of Quenby Hall, Leicestershire, for the following extracts from the 
diaries of Laura March Phillips de Lisle, wife of Richard's employer, Ambrose: 
 
'March 5th 1850. Edward Smythies arrived at 10 in order to assist at the investigation of Jeffcoat's conduct about our 
coal which has been burnt up shamefully. After it was over Amb & Charles rode to GD* & Coalville to make some 
further enquiries. 
 
* Gracedieu 
 
March 6th 1850. Chas left after breakfast. Amb & I rode over to GD to make some further investigation into Jeffcoat's 
conduct respecting coal, etc. This seemed to clear him entirely.' 
 
Thank goodness for that! Heaven knows what poor Richard was suspected of having done with the coal, to say 
nothing of the 'etc'. 
 
I hope Ambrose and Laura were suitably contrite and that they apologised to him for having suspected his motives - 
but I doubt it, the law on defamation of character not being so clearly defined as nowadays is the case. Richard 
probably doffed his cap and said thank you to the Squire and his Lady in gratitude for their magnanimity. This is the 
only brush with authority that I have so far uncovered among the adult Jeffcoats in Victorian Whitwick. I say 'adult' 
deliberately because in the 1860s the village school-master was obliged to record in the National School Log Book, 
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the misdeeds of one Enoch Jeffcoat, a 'bigger boy' caught along with three companions in the orchard next to the 
school, having 'again got over the back wall'. For this crime they were personally caned by the Rev Dr Smith who 
happened to be on the premises at the time. 
 
Richard Jeffcoat died at Whitwick on 25 October 1855 of a 'diseased bladder', aged 68, Tubal Jeffcoat present at the 
death, being the informant. His is not the only Jeffcoat death recorded in these middle years of the nineteenth century. 
Samuel, the Artillery pensioner and his wife Mary both died during this period and so did Maria, wife of William the 
shoemaker; their only son, Thomas, died in May 1855 aged only 19 and lies buried in the churchyard of St George's, 
Swannington. Saddest of all and a reminder that though standards of medicine and hygiene had improved there was 
still a long way to go, are the recorded deaths of many infants and young children - Richard Jeffcoat 1852 aged 2 
days; Agnes Jeffcoat 1852 aged 5 months; Emma Jeffcoat 1854 aged 2 weeks. Even when the children survived the 
first year of life there was still no guarantee that they would live to adulthood; in the Whitwick Register for 1869 the 
burial of a brother and sister is recorded; Lois Jeffcoat age 7; Enoch Jeffcoat age 11 with the accompanying comment 
'Scarlet fever - ill only 2 days'. I hope this wasn't the same Enoch who a few years before had been happily scrumping 
apples on the other side of the school wall - but I fear it may well be. 
 
It is a great pity that only two Whitwick School Log Books survive, both for the 1860s, one for boys and one for girls, 
since they cast great light not only on educational standards and methods of the time but also on such diverse matters 
as the weather, holidays, local fairs, harvests and so on. We must remember that Forster's Education Act had yet to 
be passed and the prevailing system in the elementary schools was that of 'payment by results' - that is, the salaries 
of the teachers depended in part upon the number of their pupils who passed the annual examination in the Three Rs 
conducted by HM Inspectors. This led to the neglect of anything beyond the elementary work necessary to get 
children through the exams, a situation which appealed to the middle classes who felt that anything more might lead to 
a dangerous state of affairs and agreed wholeheartedly with Robert Lowe who, as minister responsible for education 
from 1859 to 1864 once said that 'the lower classes ought to be educated to discharge the duties cast upon them'. Yet 
even in the 1860s those children who went to school, whatever its deficiencies, were lucky, since education was still 
not compulsory and their parents had to pay for the privilege albeit only a few coppers a week - it was to be nearly 
twenty years before compulsory education, to the age of 10, was made free. One is glad to see that some of the 
young Jeffcoats at least were able to take advantage of such education as there was on offer at Whitwick. Besides 
Enoch (of whose academic ability we have no evidence) there was also Thomas, who may well have been the son of 
Richard jnr. the farm-bailiff. We are first introduced to Thomas one Monday morning in May, aged 7+. This was his 
first day at Whitwick School, noted by the master-in-charge with the somewhat dismissive remark 'knows little more 
than his letters'. But Thomas was to confound this hasty judgement; a little later, when the IInd Standard was 
examined in Reading and Writing, three children, among them Thomas Jeffcoat, 'did their work very satisfactorily', 
while in the same year during the week of July 10-14, 'the Upper Classes were kept at Arithmetic and the Lower at 
Reading all the week'. The result, according to the writer, being 'very satisfactory'; and who largely contributed to that 
satisfactory result? Why, Thomas Jeffcoat, of course, who 'did remarkably well'. While Thomas was thus making his 
mark as a scholar, the female Jeffcoats, represented by one Ida, were also upholding the family honour. One wet 
morning in June, the first class were examined 'for their prizes to be given by the mistress'. Ida came 4th, with 91 
marks and presumably won a prize; she certainly won one a little later on. This time the exam was dictation and 
arithmetic and the prize was a book entitled 'The Young Cottager' by Leigh Richmond. The result was a tie; Ida was 
correct in dictation but had one sum wrong, her fellow-prizewinner, one Clara Tilley, made one error in dictation but 
got all her sums right. We aren't told whether each got a book or whether they had to share it; it sounds a very 
improving work anyway and was doubtless full of high moral sentiment and deadly dull. 
 
All this examining and testing of the Three Rs is typical of the sort of routine that was forced upon the teachers by the 
'payment by results' system. No wonder that there are frequent references in the Log Books to children playing truant 
(and being punished for it). Absenteeism was rife for all kinds of reasons - the fair at Belton, a day's heavy rain, the 
harvest, epidemics of various kinds. The parents were not always inclined to turn a blind eye to their children's 
misdeeds, however. Once (to quote the Master) 'the School was thrown into a state of alarm by Mrs Bonser walking 
in, driving in before her her boy who had been playing truant'. Rather surprisingly, the parents seem to have been 
quite a vocal body and by no means all overawed by the Master and his assistants. There are several references in 
the Log Books to an irate father or mother who has come up to School to complain about some injustice, real or 
imagined, inflicted on their child; there are arguments about money for schooling owed or overpaid; and one mother is 
referred to as having removed her children to the Catholic School in the village in the belief (without foundation, in the 
Master's opinion) that the teaching was better there. There do seem to have been other subjects on the curriculum 
besides the Three Rs; there was class singing, for instance, and 'object lessons' on 'Bread', 'The Potato', 'Tea' and 
other gripping subjects. Religious Instruction was not neglected; the children were examined (naturally) in Scripture 
and Catechism, and a boy had to be punished for inattention during a lesson on the Liturgy given by the Rev. F 
Pearson. Sometimes they dabbled in History: 'gave the 1st Class the reign of Edward III to get up for homework'. 
Occasionally there is mention of a half-holiday - Shrove Tuesday was one such - and quite often a visit to Church for a 
special day - the Feast of St Barnabas or the Ascension, for example. 
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I had hoped to find my grandfather Edwin (born 1859) among the pupils at Whitwick School in the 60s but either he 
had already been taken to Burton-on-Trent or he had made no impression on the teachers at Whitwick - I have found 
no reference to him. I have yet to discover when Sarah Jeffcoat left Whitwick and went to live in Burton, where Enoch 
the wheelwright had already preceded her. He appears in the Burton Census of 1861 as 'Carpenter & Publican', living 
at 94 Cross Street, with his wife and two young sons and a 'general servant', Kitty Gardner aged 17. But this is the 
story of the Jeffcoats of Whitwick, so far as I have yet unravelled it and there are soon beginning to come on the 
scene characters who were still alive when I was born and who were part of my childhood and early adulthood. With 
Sarah's departure from Whitwick my branch of the family lost its connection with the village and because of her silence 
on the circumstances of Edwin's birth and consequent reticence on all subjects concerned with her life in 
Leicestershire, her descendants remained largely in ignorance of the history of their ancestors. If Sarah were here 
today and had found out what I'd been up to she would no doubt have given me a severe reprimand and a sharp rap 
with that ebony cane of hers for having the impertinence to ferret about amongst her most private affairs. I hope she 
has forgiven me and will accept that my 'ferreting' has been a labour of love undertaken in a genuine spirit of inquiry 
and a desire to know more about my forbears and the times in which they lived. There have been many surprises (not 
least the discovery of the Australian connection) and many mysteries, a great many of which are still to be solved. It 
was Sarah who inspired my original research and though I know little more about her now than I did when I started, in 
a factual sense, yet in many ways I feel I know her very well. I have come to admire very much what I now realise was 
her great courage in refusing to conform to the accepted views of her time and marrying 'to give her child a name'. 
The single-parent family is a commonplace these days and the stigma of illegitimate birth almost non-existent. But for 
a woman of Sarah's time things were very different; she was a rare lady indeed. 
 
Here, I had intended for the time being to end my family history. However, it has occurred to me that the Australian 
cousins and especially Great Aunt Mary Naomi in Cairns, Queensland who was born in 1896, the grand-daughter of 
William Banks Jeffcoat, might wish to know briefly what became of Edwin Jeffcoat and his descendants. So, by way of 
a postscript, here is a brief account, up to the present day, of the succeeding generations. 
 
At some point, then, after 1861, Sarah and her son Edwin went to live in Burton-on-Trent, a town some fifteen miles 
from Whitwick, on the borders of Staffordshire and Derbyshire, long famous for its brewing industry. They were not the 
only natives of Leicestershire to arrive in the town at that time; sometime in the 1860's James Chamberlain, a builder, 
with his wife, Jane (n‚e Chamberlain - they were first cousins) and young family moved to Burton from Burbage in 
Leicestershire and set up business with his cousin Joseph in Stapenhill across the River Trent from Burton town in 
what was then still part of the county of Derbyshire. By 1881, the family was living at Woods Lane, Stapenhill and the 
children growing up. The eldest daughter, Anne Louisa was already married but her sister, Sarah Jane, had two more 
years to wait before, on August 29 1883, at the Independent Chapel, High Street, Burton, she married Edwin Jeffcoat, 
age 24, a bachelor, brewer's clerk of Malvern Street, Stapenhill. the couple settled in Wyggeston Street, Horninglow, 
on the other side of Burton where they brought up their two sons - Wilfred Harold and Percy Edwin, my father - and 
where they lived for the rest of their lives. Here also lived Sarah, Edwin's mother, by now in her late fifties and a 
formidable lady of decided opinions whose authority was much respected by her grandsons. One snowy day in the 
early 1900s young Percy was out sledging with a group of boys and girls on a convenient slope near to Wyggeston 
Street. In the course of a particularly vigorous descent he tore his trousers and was dismayed at the thought of having 
to go home and confess his crime (it was probably his grandma Sarah's wrath he couldn't face, rather than his mild-
mannered little mother's!). Seeing his distress, one of the girls, Kathleen Cameron, volunteered to take him home with 
her and mend them for him, an offer which he accepted with alacrity. Knowing my mother's lifelong aversion to sewing 
of any kind (an attitude which she passed on in full measure to her daughter) this gesture on her part must indeed 
have been inspired by love at first sight! Their friendship blossomed from that day; although the Camerons were firmly 
C of E, Kathleen joined the Chapel choir (conducted by Edwin Jeffcoat) where, seated among the sopranos she could 
look across at Percy in the ranks of the baritones. Fortunately, she was approved of by the elder Jeffcoats who 
welcomed her to their house and in fact almost seem to have adopted her into the family for years before she officially 
joined it. Her mother, Sarah Lizzie (n‚e Prescott) had died of pureperal fever soon after Kathleen was born and her 
father, George Cameron, had left the baby and her two little sisters in the care of Prescott relatives, taking himself off 
to Birmingham. But the story of the Camerons and the Prescotts (which I have also been pursuing) must wait till a 
later date. It is time to continue with the Jeffcoats and their life in Edwardian Burton. Edwin continued in the employ of 
the Bass Brewery while enjoying his two great leisure interests - his music and the chapel choir and fishing in the 
nearby Derbyshire countryside - he was Chairman for many years of the Burton Angling Association - both of which 
interests he passed on to his son, Percy. Meanwhile, the boys were growing up; the elder son, my Uncle Harold, 
eventually qualified as an optician and married a schoolteacher, Phoebe Ellen Norton (always known as Nellie). My 
father, Percy, was apprenticed to a firm of ironmongers in Burton but, having served his apprenticeship, went to work 
as a clerk in Birmingham. On Christmas Day, 1912 he and my mother were married at the Parish Church of St John's, 
Horninglow - they were both 22. Alas, there is no photograph extant of this great event though my mother would tell 
me with pride of how she drove to church 'in a carriage and pair'. After the wedding, they went straight to the little new 
house they had rented in the then new and leafy suburb of Acocks Green, Birmingham. They remained in Birmingham 
throughout the Great War. My father was turned down for military service on account of 'a heart murmur' (though he 
lived well into his seventies); he was employed as works manager in a munitions firm, while my mother became clerk 



The Jephcott Family – Chapter 6 – Family AR 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

6.AR.18 

to a firm of estate agents and auctioneers. After the war, in 1919, they bought an ironmongery business in the 
pleasant spa town of Cheltenham where I, their only child, was born in 1922. 
 
Old Sarah Jeffcoat had died in 1911, in time (just) to be remembered by her eldest great-grandchild, Elsa Mary, the 
eldest child of Harold and Phoebe Ellen Jeffcoat; Elsa was followed by Hubert Vivian Jeffcoat, Ivor Leslie, Phyllis, 
Eileen Winifred, twin girls who died in infancy and lastly, Wilfred, born in the same year as myself. Of this family of 
cousins only Eileen, who married Leslie Frewin in 1939 still survives. There is an interesting link with my mother's 
Cameron family in that Leslie Jeffcoat (he never used his first name) married Dorothy Evans, whose mother Rosa 
Cameron was my mother's first cousin. All these children married and had families who by now have families of their 
own, scattered over the country. 
 
Edwin Jeffcoat died just before I was born so I never knew him. But Sarah Jane lived on until 1944 having lived to see 
all her grandchildren grow up and by then to have several great-grandchildren as well. Unlike her mother-in-law she 
was not at all a formidable old lady but a tiny, spry little body, devoted to the affairs of the Chapel where she played 
the harmonium to accompany the hymns at the Ladies afternoon meetings; an avid reader both of the bible (of which 
she was wont to quote large extracts - she seemed to know most of it by heart) and of Victorian novels (her favourite 
was Charlotte Bronte's 'Jane Eyre'). She also related a great deal of family history (and how I wish now that I had 
listened to it more carefully) but mostly about the Chamberlains and never, never about Sarah Jeffcoat and who 
Edwin's father might have been; she may, I think, have known the secret - but if she did, she wasn't telling. One day, 
perhaps, I may find out what my maiden name should really have been - something easier to spell, perhaps, like 
Smith or Jones? - but there again I should probably never have had so much fun as I have had with the Jeffcoats. 
Long may they prosper! 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
   
 

DEATH OF MR. SAMUEL JEFFCOAT. 
 
Another old resident has gone hence, and the familiar form of Mr. Samuel Jeffcoat will be missed from the ranks of 
Ipswichians. His death occurred at 5 p.m. on Sunday at the residence of his son, Mr. Thomas Jeffcoat, Darling-street. 
He was conscious up to the very last moment, and passed peacefully away while the members of the Baptist Church 
choir were singing, at his request, the words of those grand old favourite hymns "Rock of Ages" and "In the Sweet By 
and By." Mr. Jeffcoat was born in Leicestershire, England, in May, 1820, his father being a soldier who fought all 
through the famous Peninsular Wars. At an early age Mr. Jeffcoat was apprenticed at Woolwich to learn the sawing 
trade, and, after faithfully serving his indentures, he was appointed to take charge of the saw-milling department in 
connection with the Woolwich Arsenal, which position he kept until the outbreak of the Crimean War, when he, with 
Mrs. Jeffcoat and a family of four children - two sons and two daughters - emigrated to Moreton Bay, taking passages 
in the sailing vessel New Great Britain, and arriving in Brisbane in January, 1857. After three years' residence in the 
metropolis he accepted an engagement from the late Mr. Joseph Fleming to take the oversight of the saw-milling 
department in connection with the Bremer Mills-indeed, on two occasions, Mr. Jeffcoat had the oversight of Mr. 
Fleming's saw-mills. Returning to Brisbane, he went into the contracting business, and the buildings at Dunwich, the 
pilot station houses, and other early structures on the islands in Moreton Bay were erected by Mr. Jeffcoat and his 
partners. While in Brisbane Mrs. Jeffcoat died. During the sixties, Mr. Jeffcoat came to Ipswich, and was manager of 
Mr. Leslie's saw-mills, at North Ipswich, then on the site where Messrs. Hancock Bros.' sawmills now stand. After 
several years spent in Mr. Leslie's employ, he started as a contractor on his own account in Ipswich, where he had 
resided ever since. For the last eleven years he had lived with his son, Mr. Thomas Jeffcoat, and had suffered a good 
deal from ill-health for the past several months, due to a general breaking-up of the system. He was most assiduously 
attended to by Dr. Robertson and Mr. and Mrs. T. Jeffcoat. He rallied at times, and was able to move about 
occasionally, but during the last fortnight he was confined to his bed and, as stated above, passed quietly away at the 
ripe old age of seventy-eight years, in the presence of a number of his relatives, including several grand-children. His 
step-daughter (Mrs. T. Dangerfield) and Mr. B. Saunders and Mr. J. H. Ingram were also very attentive. Mr. Jeffcoat 
was a steadfast adherent of the Baptist Church, of which he was a deacon. The old gentleman was a great enthusiast 
in cricket, and took a great interest in the doings of Ipswich cricketers wherever they went, often times journeying with 
them to Brisbane indeed, one of the most capable exponents of the noble game in the days of the old West End Club 
was a grandson of his, Mr. Samuel Jeffcoat, jun. He leaves a very large circle of relatives and friends; indeed, Mr. 
Jeffcoat had been married twice since the demise of his first wife. The names of his sons are Mr. William Jeffcoat, of 
Brisbane, and Mr. Thomas Jeffcoat, of Darling-street. His daughters Mrs. M. Sherrin, of Five-Mile Creek; Mrs. T. Cook, 
of Adelaide; and Mrs. J. J. Stevens, of Warwick (both the last-named have predeceased him, however). His stepsons 
are-Mr. James Chapple (of Gympie); and Messrs. G. Down, A. Down, solicitor, T. Down, and E. Down (of Brisbane); 
and Mrs. Dangerfield, of Ipswich, is a step-daughter. There are also forty-four grand children and nine great grand-
children. The funeral took place yesterday afternoon, and was largely attended. The Rev. H. Youngman, of the 
Wesleyan Church (in the absence of the Rev. F. G. Buckingham and W. V. Young), officiated at the cemetery in a 
most impressive manner. The Baptist Church choir sang several appropriate hymns at the graveside. 
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(We do not know where this article came from.) 
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Ivor Leslie Jeffcoat 

1912 – 1969 

Ivor Leslie Jeffcoat was the son of Wilfred and Phoebe Jeffcoat and the first cousin of Barbara King, who contributed 
so much to this section of the book. He joined the police force at the age of 21 and served in the RAF during the 
second world war. On his discharge from the force in 1950 his record was shown as being exemplary. This service 
record goes into great detail about his service, but not the cases he worked on. 
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AR - 1 
 
JEFFCOAT 
 
 
                             William 
                             b        
                             d 1727 
 
                             =  Frances       
                             |   
                             |  b  
                             |  m  
                             |  d 1714 
            _________________|________________ 
           |                   |              | 
          Hannah              William        Thomas 
          bap 1696            bap            bap 1707 
          d                   d              d       
 
          = Richard           = Rebekah 
            LINDRICK          | GRIFFIN 
            b                 | b  
            m 1720            | m 1715 
            d                 | d  
                              | 
                             Samuel 
                             bap 1716 
                             d 1780 
 
                             = Esther 
                             | 
                             | b  
                             | m  
                             | d  
                _____________|________________________________________ 
               |                           |            |             | 
              William                     Mary         Esther        Samuel 
              bap 1742                    bap 1745     bap 1748      bap 1757 
              d                           d            d             d 
              1            2 
              = Elizabeth  = Elizabeth    = James      = John        = Elizabeth 
                BALL       | HARDISTY       WATERFALL    DEXTER        
                b          | b              b            b             b 1771? 
                m 1767     | m 1776         m 1762 Whi   m 1768 Bel    m  
                d          | d              d            d             d 
      _____________________|______________________________________________________ 
     |            |             |           |            |           |            | 
    William      Samuel        Rebecca     Richard      Esther      Eliza        Joseph 
    bap 1778     bap 1782 Whi  bap 1784    bap 1787     bap 1790    bap 1792     bap 1794 
    d            d 1861 Whi    d           d            d           d            d   
                 labourer                  gamekeeper                            boatman 
 
                 = Mary                    = Ann        = Thomas                 = Elizabeth 
                 | MARTIN                  | WORTLEY      JOHNSON                | WARD 
                 | b 1782                  | b 1794 She   b                      | b 
                 | m 1805 Chr              | m 1812 She   m 1817                 | m 1820 Whi 
                 | d 1862 Whi              | d            d                      | d 
                 ↓                         ↓                                     ↓  
             see tree 2                 see tree 3                             see tree 4 
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AR – 2 JEFFCOAT 
                                          Samuel 
                                          bap 1782 Whi 
                                          d 1861 Whi 
                                          soldier, later 
                                          a labourer 
 
                                          = Mary 
                                          | MARTIN 
                                          | b 1782 
                                          | m 1805 Chr 
                                          | d 1862  
                                          |  
      ____________________________________|_________________________________ 
     |         |                                        |         |         | 
    Ann       Samuel                                   William   Thomas    Eliza      
    bap 1818  bap 1820                                 bap 1820  bap 1822  bap 1825 
    d         d 1898 QLD                               d         d         d          
              carpenter 
              1            2            3 
              = Mary       = Julia      = Naomi        = Sarah 
              | BANKS        CHAPPLE    | SLAUGHTER    | LAGER 
              | b 1809?Ash   b          | b 1821?      | bap 1813 
              | m 1844 Ash   m 1859 QLD | m 1865 QLD   | m 1839 Whi 
              | d 1859 QLD   d          | d 1888       | d 1884 
              |                         |              |__________________________ 
              |                         |_______________________                  | 
              |___________________________________              |                 | 
              |            |           |          |             |                 | 
             William      Thomas      Mary       Sarah         Mercie         see tree 5 
             Banks        Samuel      Banks 
             b 1844       b 1846 Ash  b 1849     b 1852        b 1865?QLD    
             d            d           d          d             d            
             carpenter 
 
             = Martha     = Eliza     = Joseph   = Richard     = Jesse      
             | Jane       | Jane        SHERRIN    Edwin         John  
             | SHERRIN    | DAVIS                  COOK          STEVENS  
             | b          | b 1852?     b          b 1845?Cor    b 1865?QLD     
             | m          | m           m 1867 QLD m 1873 QLD    m 1865?QLD 
             | d          | d           d          d             d         
             |            |__________________________________________________________________ 
   __________|_________________________________________________________           |          | 
  |          |            |            |          |          |         |          |          | 
 Florence   Samuel       William      Martha     Frances    Sarah     Mary       Florence   Albert 
 Tilly      Sherrin      Banks        Jane       Fanny      Elizabeth H          Mary       Thomas  
 b          b            b 1868 QLD   b 1875?QLD b 1880 QLD b         b 1882 QLD b 1875?QLD b 1877?QLD 
 d 1886 QLD d 1890 QLD   d            d          d          d         d          d          d       
                         carpenter    
 
            = Frances    = Elizabeth  = Henry                                    = Norman   = Mary 
            | M          | E            A                                          D          A 
            | ANDERSON   | HIGGINS      JONES                                      LANE       LIVERMORE 
            | b 1864?Blf | b 1872?QLD   b                                          b 1873?Lon b 1877?QLD   
            | m 1887 QLD | m 1895       m 1898 QLD                                 m 1899 QLD m 1899 QLD     
            | d          | d            d                                          d          d      
            |            |___________________  
            |            |         |         | 
           William      Mary      Ida       Hector 
           R            Naomi     Beatrice  Samuel 
                                            Cyril 
           b 1890       b 1896?   b 1898?   b 1900 
 
                                            = 
                                            | 
                                            | b 
                                            | m 
                                            | 
                                           Kevin 
                                           Hector 
                                           b 1933 
                                           d 1999 
 
                                           =  
                                           | 
                                           | b 
                                           | m 
                                           | 
                                          Timothy 
                                          Paul 
                                          b 1967 
 
                                          = Kay 
                                          |  
                                          | b 
                                          | m 
                                          | 
                                         Lawrence 
                                         Kevin 
                                         b 1999      
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AR - 3 
 
JEFFCOAT 
 
 
 
                 Richard 
                 bap 1787 
                 d  
                 gamekeeper and farmer 
                  
                 = Ann 
                 | WORTLEY 
                 | b 1794 
                 | m 1812 She 
                 | d  
                 | 
  _______________|_______________________________________________________________ 
 |           |               |         |             |             |             |   
Elizabeth   Richard         William   Sarah         Tubal         Rhoda         Joseph 
                                                                  Ann 
bap 1812    bap 1817 She    bap 1822  bap 1827 Whi  bap 1829 Whi  bap 1832 Whi  bap 1836 Whi 
d           d               d 1884    d 1911 BOT    d             d             d      
            farm bailiff    innkeeper unm 
            unable to work  will 
            in 1881 
 
            = Mary                    =                           = John 
            |                         |                             BOWLY 
            | b 1822 Lou              |                             b  
            | m                       |                             m  
            | d                       |                             d  
  __________|_________                | 
 |           |        |               | 
Thomas   Richard     Arthur          Edwin 
b 1853   b 1859      b 1861          b 1859 Whi 
d        d           d               d 1922 Bur 
         chemist's   ironmonger's    brewer's clerk 
         assistant   assistant 
         in 1881     in 1881 
                                     = Sarah 
                                     | Jane 
                                     | CHAMBERLAIN 
                                     | b 1857 Bur 
                                     | m 1883 Bur 
                                     | d 1944 Bur 
                                     | 
                                     |___________ 
                                     |           | 
                                    Wilfred     Percy 
                                    Harold      Edwin 
                                    b 1883 Bur  b 1890 Bur 
                                    d           d 1964 Che 
                                    optician    ironmonger 
  
                                    = Phoebe    = Kathleen 
                                    | Ellen     | CAMERON 
                                    | NORTON    |  
                                    | b         | b 1890 Bur 
                                    | m 1908 Bur| m 1912 Bur 
                                    | d         | d          
                                    |           |_______________________ 
  __________________________________|___________________                | 
 |          |          |          |          |          |               | 
Ivor       Phyllis    Eileen     Dorothy    Hilda      Wilfred         Barbara 
Leslie     A          W                                                Kathleen 
b 1912 Wig b 1914 Bol b 1917 Bur b 1920 Bur b 1920 Bur b 1922          b 1922 Che 
d 1969                                                                 d 1998  
                                           
= Dorothy                                                              = Trevor 
  Marian                                                               ↓ John 
  EVANS                                                                  KING 
  b                                                                      b  
  m                                                                      m  
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AR - 4 
 
JEFFCOAT 
 
 
                          
                     Joseph 
                     bap 1794 
                     d 
                     boatman 
 
                     = Elizabeth 
                     | WARDELL 
                     | b 
                     | m 1820 Whi 
                     | d 
                     |__________ 
                     |          | 
                    William   Elizabeth 
                    b         bap 1822 
                    d         d  
 
                              = William 
                              NORTH 
                               b 
                               m 
                               d 
 
 
 
                        Ash   Ashford 
                        Bel   Belton 
                        Blf   Belfast 
                        Bol   Bolton 
                        BOT   Burton on Trent 
                        Bur   Burton on Trent 
                        Che   Cheltenham 
                        Chr   Christchurch 
                        Cor   Cornwall 
                        Lon   London 
                        Lou   Loughborough 
                        QLD   Queensland 
                        She   Shepshed 
                        Whi   Whitwick 
                        Wig   Wigan 
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AR - 5 
 
JEFFCOAT 
 
                                       William (son of Samuel Jeffcoat, labourer) 
                                       b 1820 
                                       d 1879 Whitwick 
                                       tailor 
 
                                       = Sarah 
                                       | LAGER 
                                       | bap 1813 Hugglescote and Donnington 
                                       | m 1839 Whitwick 
                                       | d 1884 
                  _____________________|_______________ 
                 |           |           |             | 
                (Henry)     Mercy       Sarah         Mary 
                Lager                   Sabina        Bertha 
                b 1840 Whi  b 1844 Whi  b 1845        b 1848 
                d           d           d             d  
                shoe maker 
 
                = Sarah     = John       
                | Ann         GRICE 
                | TILLEY 
                | b 1846 Hin  b 1842 
                | m 1865      m 1865 
                | d           d 
                |______________________________________________________________________ 
                |       |          |           |           |       |         |         | 
               Agnes   Samuel     Millicent   Gertrude    Ethel   William   Sabina    Eliza 
                       Joseph                                                         Emma 
               b 1869  b 1870 Lei b 1873      b 1875      b 1877  b 1878    b 1879    b 1880 
               d       d          d           d           d       d         d         d 
 
                       = Jane 
                       | MOULDS 
                       | b 1868 
                       | m 
                       | d 
                       |____________________________________________ 
                       |                      |                     |  
                      Samuel                 William               James 
                      Joseph                 Lager                 Harry? 
                      b 1891 Leicester       b 1893 Leicester      b 1898 Lei? 
                      d 1964 Leicester       d                     d  
 
                      = Maud                 =  
                      | CARTER               | BIRKETT 
                      | b 1894               | b  
                      | m 1918 Leicester     | m 1919 Lei 
                      | d 1943               | d  
                      |                      | 
                     Samuel                 Kathleen 
                     James                  D 
                     b 1921 Leicester       b 1921 Lei 
                     d 1987 
 
                     = Isabella 
                     | MURRAY 
                     | b 1923 
                     | m 1945 Leicester 
                     |______________________________ 
                     |                |             | 
                    Peter            Jaqueline     Stewart 
                    James            Maud          Murray 
                    b 1948 Lei       b 1947        b 1950 Leicester 
                     
                    = Susan          = John        = Wai-King 
                    | Lesley           UNTHANK     | WONG 
                    | Marie                        | 
                    | MOORE                        | 
                    | b                b           | b 
                    | m 1972 Salford   m 1968      | m 1971 Hong Kong 
                    |___________                   |__________ 
                    |           |                  |          | 
                   Sarah       Catherine          Helen      Stephen 
                   Mary        Rose                          Wong 
                   b 1977      b 1982             b 1971     b 1974 
 
information provided by Peter Jeffcoat (letter 1054) 


