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Introduction 

My knowledge of this family came from Mrs Lynn Daniels of Walsall. Lynn and her family came along to our second 
gathering and they have done some research into their family tree.  

The family tree starts with Elizabeth Jephcott who appears to have had an illegitimate son Joseph in 1817. 

The following are the letters received in connection with this family: 

156  340  344  477  614 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

By 2020, we had added more to the family tree and had got back in contact with Lynn, who was still using the same 
email address, after all those years. In the meantime, we had been in contact with Eric Jephcott, born 1952, son of 
Eric George Jephcott, born in 1925. Eric told us about his two brothers and five sisters, all Jephcott. Lynn wrote: 

‘Eric George Jephcott was born illegitimately to Doris May Jephcott. Then Doris had five other children: Irene, 
Margaret, Raymond, Sylvia and Barrie - these were all born within wedlock to Sydney Walter Kent.  My understanding 
is that Eric George had the same parents as the other children - so they would be siblings, not half siblings. 

Eric George being the 'black sheep' gets complicated - I don't know how it could be put into a family tree.  

Eric George married twice - the first time he had a boy called Anthony Kent. Eric married as Eric KENT.  

Then he married bigamously as Eric JEPHCOTT [to Priscilla Dyke in 1947].  Hence the other eight children that I 
didn't know at all. 

My cousin Anthony Kent, I know fairly well.  He was raised by several family members, including Doris May and my 
parents, as he was mistreated by Eric's second wife.  Consequently the family all got together to try to sort him out - 
but he did some really bad things (as they were classed at that time) until he was on the point of being sent to Borstal. 
He turned his life around after that.’ 

We hope all this makes sense. Lynn’s grandmother was Doris May Jephcott, born 1899. Her mother was a Kent. 

So, we have a murderer, we have incest, we have thieves, we even have a hangman, in the grand family picture. Now 
we have a bigamist. It doesn’t end there. Eric George was a bit of a Walter Mitty too, as we can see from the following 
newspaper articles. Bless him! 
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A "war hero" who fooled a Government minister into believing he flew with the Dambusters had been exposed as a 
fraud. 
 
But Eric Jephcott's claims that he clambered into the cockpit of a wartime Spitfire on the 65th anniversary of the 
famous raid have been shot down in flames by his own daughter who said her father was a "fantasist and a fool". 
 
And he even enthralled shadow Tory Finance Minister Angela Burns, at the Welsh Assembly, with his stories of 
derring-do as the tail gunner on the Lancaster flown by Guy Gibson. 
 
Eric Jephcott claimed that he was a dambuster but his daughter has exposed him as a fraud 
 
Wing Commander Guy Gibson led World War Two missions over Germany and died aged 26 
 
Wing Commander Gibson, who was awarded the Victorian Cross, was killed in action in 1944 - he was 26. 
 
An impressed Ms Burns said, "Meeting Mr Jephcott brought home the true significance of the Spitfire."  
 
Sporting a RAF uniform, Eric, now 84, told how he flew 38 missions over Germany and was shot down twice. 
 
He told Ms Burns, "If anyone said they weren't frightened they were total bloody liars. 
 
"It was sheer relief that it was all over, I just wanted a cigarette and a good cup of tea."  
 
He criticised the film of the operation as "three minutes of fact, the rest is hearsay."  
 
And he explained: "I lost a lot of good friends and that's why I never go to reunions, it brings back too many bad 
memories."  
 
But his daughter has come forward to say he spent the war as a gardener - labelling him a fantasist and saying he had 
never flown in his life. 
 
"He is a sad old fool," Heather Randell said yesterday. 
 
"My dad is a fantasist and a complete fraud. I believe in honesty and I don't like the idea of the way it looks on the 
family. 
 
"Anybody could come up with a yarn like that but it is a desecration to the men who did the mission and those who 
died. 
 
Mr Jephcott, (back) pictured with a spitfire, had fooled Tory MP Angela Burns with his colourful story 
 
"'I don't think he even picked up a gun - unless it was at the fairground."  
 
Eric was celebrated as a hero when he suddenly turned up to join a welcome party for a Spitfire as it landed in 
Pembrokeshire, west Wales, to be restored at a cost of £600,000. 
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He lined up with dignitaries for photographs and explained all about the Dambusters raid. 
 
Ms Burns said afterwards, "This is rather a sad tale but I was taken in by Mr Jephcott. 
 
"The welcoming of the Spitfire was an important day and it's a pity that his actions may overshadow the true heroes 
who flew during the war."  
 
Peter Kraus, fundraising director of the Pembrokeshire Spitfire Aeroplane Company, who was pictured with Eric, said 
"I honestly thought he was who he said he was. 
 
"It is the lowest of the low to pretend you are someone you're not. 
 
"We were going to send him a thank you letter for taking part in the picture." 
 
Mr Jephcott could not explain why his name didn't appear on any 617 squadron flight list or why his daughter was 
questioning his claims. 
 
A Lancaster PA474 of the Battle of Britain Memorial Flight flies over Derwent dam in the Peak District last week, 
marking the 65th anniversary of the Dambusters raid. 
 

 

 
 

His badge is undoubtedly the distinctive 617 Squadron crest. 
 
His decorations include the Distinguished Service Medal awarded 
to the brave airmen who took part in the famous Second World 
War “bouncing bomb” mission. 
 
And on the 65th anniversary of the raid, Mr Jephcott, 84, was 
lauded as guest of honour at a ceremony to welcome a Spitfire to 
South Wales for a £300,000 restoration. He even climbed into the 
cockpit for a photograph with local dignitaries. 
 
But yesterday the pensioner was exposed as an imposter who 
had remained firmly on the ground by members of his family. 
 
Daughter Heather Randell, 59, told how the military enthusiast – 

who has virtually turned his home into a Dambusters museum – had first carried out the charade five years ago on the 
raid’s 60th anniversary. 
 
She was horrified after seeing her father’s photograph in a local newspaper. 
 
At the time, Mr Jephcott said: “If anyone said they weren’t frightened they were total bloody liars.” Mrs Randell said 
last night: “The only service he did during the war was as a market gardener. 
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“If he was a Dambuster, don’t you think all eight of his children would be proud? 
 
“It’s a disgrace to the men that actually did the job… he is a deluded old man.” 
 
Her husband George said: “The only thing that is genuine is the badge on his blazer but that was bought on the 
internet. He is a fraud.” 
 
Last week, Mr Jephcott returned to his old tricks when he appeared alongside Welsh Assembly member Angela Burns 
at a series of events in Pembrokeshire. 
 
He had used newspaper clippings from five years ago to convince organisers. 
 
Mr Jephcott claimed to have been the tail-gunner in the same Lancaster bomber as Dambusters legend Wing 
Commander Guy Gibson who led the daring mission. 
 
Mrs Burns said yesterday:  “This is rather a sad tale but I was taken in by Mr Jephcott as the local press were a few 
years ago.” 
 
Peter Kraus, fundraising director of the Spitfire restoration project, said: “He was very plausible. Now I know he has 
done a very big wrong.” 
 
Mr Jephcott refused to comment on the allegations at home in Pembroke Lock. 
 
When challenged in 2003 he said he could not explain why his name did not appear on any flight manifesto. 

 

 
 

 
 

A MAN who claimed to be a World War II Dambuster and posed with a politician during a recent Spitfire photocall, was 
actually a gardener during the conflict, it was revealed yesterday. 
 
His actions were yesterday condemned by family members and his Assembly Member. 
 
Eric Jephcott, 84, turned up at Carew Cheriton airfield, near Pembroke, in a jacket bearing the crest of the legendary 
617 Squadron, clambered into the Spitfire’s cockpit and even criticised the iconic 1954 film The Dambusters for 
inaccuracies, saying: “There is about three minutes of fact, the rest is just hearsay.” 
 
But almost 65 years to the day of the raid, his daughter has exposed him as having worked as a gardener during 
World War II, before later becoming a batman – a military valet – to an RAF officer. 
 
It has also emerged that he tried to present himself as a Dambuster in 2003, during 60th anniversary celebrations. 
 
At that time he told reporters: “If anyone said they weren’t frightened they were total bloody liars. It was sheer relief 
that it was all over, I just wanted a cigarette and a good cup of tea.” 
 
Mr Jephcott, from Pembroke Dock, posed with South Pembrokeshire AM Angela Burns and the constituency’s 
conservative parliamentary candidate Simon Hart before presenting a framed picture of airborne Spitfires to Peter 
Kraus, fundraising director of the Pembrokeshire Spitfire Aeroplane Company, who had taken a plane’s fuselage to 
Carew for a £600,000 refurbishment. 
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Ms Burns, who believed Mr Jephcott had been a rear gunner in the Lancaster flown by Dambuster legend Guy 
Gibson, had said: “Meeting Mr Jephcott brought home the true significance of the Spitfire.” 
 
But Mr Jephcott’s daughter Heather Randell, 59, said he had actually worked as a gardener during the war. 
 
“I do believe in honesty and I don’t like the idea of the way it looks on the family,” she said. 
 
“Anybody could come up with a yarn like that, but it is a desecration to the men who did the mission and those who 
died. I don’t think he even picked up a gun – unless it was at the fairground.” 
 
Her husband George said: “Mr Jephcott was in market gardening, a reserved occupation, so couldn’t have joined the 
forces until after the war. 
 
“After the war, he became a batman to an RAF officer. His jacket was a birthday present. 
 
“From the day Heather was born, she has heard nothing of medals or of Mr Jephcott being in the RAF until he started 
spouting it in 2003.” 
 
Ms Burns said: “This is rather a sad tale, but I was taken in by Mr Jephcott, as the local press were a few years ago. 
 “The welcoming of the Spitfire to Pembrokeshire was an important day for our county and it’s a pity that his actions 
may overshadow the true heroes who flew during the war.” 
 
Mr Jephcott was yesterday unavailable for comment. 
 
He previously said he couldn’t explain why his name did not appear on any 617 Squadron flight manifesto or why his 
daughter questioned his claims. 

 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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JEPHCOTT 
 
 
 
 
 
                             Edward 
                             FLINT 
                             b  
                             d  
 
                             =  Elizabeth 
                             |  JEPHCOTT 
                             |  b 1776? Calthorpe, Leicestershire 
                             |  m apparently not 
                             |  d 1866 
                             | 
                            Joseph 
                            bap 1817 Baginton, War 
                            d   1893 Warwick 
                            labourer, farm shepherd in 1881 
 
                            = Ann 
                            | WAITE 
                            |  
                            | b 1835 Banbury 
                            | m 1855 
                            | d 1908 
      ______________________|_________________________ 
     |              |                |                | 
    John           William          Thomas           Albert 
                                                     Edward 
    bap 1858 Bag   bap 1861 Bag     bap 1864 Bag     b 1875 Bag 
    d              d                d                d 1941 
                   grocer in 1881                    a drayman when married 
                                                     later a rubber worker 
 
                                                     = Rachel 
                                                     | SPIKE 
                                                     | b 1874 Avon Dassett              
                                                     | m 1897 Banbury  
                                                     | d 1941 
                                                     | rubber worker 
         ____________________________________________|_________________________ 
        |            |             |              |              |             | 
       Doris        Violet        Ethel          Irene          Jane          Horace 
       May          Letitia       Gladys         Mary           Ann           Albert 
       b 1899 Cov   b 1900 Cov    b 1904 Nun     b 1906 Nun     b 1909 Mer    b 1914 Tam 
       d 1962       d 1907 Mer    d 1968                        d 1976? 
 
       = Sydney                   = Albert       =              =  
         Walter                     William        
         KENT                       BOFFIN        JENNINGS        CARTER 
         b                          b             b               b           b 
 
 
 
Bag    Baginton 
Cov    Coventry 
Nun    Nuneaton 
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Family AV  

The Jephcotts of Aston and Erdington  
Page  

6.AS.7  Introduction 

6.AS.7   Letters Received 

6.AS.12  The Family Tree 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Introduction 

Our knowledge of this family came initially from a very lengthy reply to one of our circular letters from the late David 
Bramwell Jephcott of Loughborough. He told us as much as he knew of his family tree, beginning with William 
Jephcott, who possibly came from Birmingham. This is yet another of those family trees that needs more research. 

David mentioned an uncle, Wilfred Jephcott, whom he never knew. However, we found that Wilfred had emigrated to 
Australia and founded a family out there. All that we know of the family is as detailed in the two sources on the 
following pages. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Letters Received 

The following are extracts of a letter from David Bramwell Jephcott of Loughborough and a questionnaire form from 
Norman Ernest Jephcott of Kilkivan, Australia.  

------------------------ 

(75)            18th October 1982 

Dear Jess Arthur, 

I cannot address another Jephcott by surname! Obviously, this is a reply to your most interesting letter of 14th October 
1982. I am now 62 years of age, and memory of dates etc. is getting a little hazy.  

My paternal grandfather William, I knew as living in Birmingham (Aston/Erdington). He had been a butcher-manager at 
a firm (Dannels, Dannells, Daniels) in Birmingham (I think they were well known butchers). My father was the eldest 
son, there were six other surviving children, of whom Wilfred was the youngest. (I cannot remember him since I was 
about 10). 

I think Kate was the eldest daughter, married a coal merchant and later emigrated to Australia. Jessie married a 
Welshman, (insurance business), had three sons and a daughter. The youngest son now lives in Derby and I see him 
occasionally. 

Miriam became a Salvation Army Officer, married Will Derby and ultimately died in China, where they spent most of 
their life. Two sons and one daughter. The daughter apparently now lives in Jamaica, and the youngest son is the 
present suffragen Bishop of Derby. [See the next page for her gravestone in Hong Kong, where she died in 1936. jj.] 

Ruth married a Dutchman. The marriage was a 'failure' but she continued to live in Holland. (During the war she 
successfully hid her nationality from the Germans, also dressed her sons as women to avoid conscription by 
Germans!!!) 

There were I believe numerous other issue who failed to survive infancy. 
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My father, was apprenticed as a silversmith (cannot remember the name of the Birmingham firm, but believe he also 
attended a jewellery school in Birmingham). Sometime pre 1914 he moved to Leicester to become foreman at Dryad 
Leicester. After a period of part-time teaching at Leicester and Loughborough, he became a teacher of silversmithing 
at the Leicester College of Art, (approx.. 1927). He lived at 110 Berners St, Leicester up until about then. In the middle 
of the 20s he built a bungalow (largely himself 80%). We moved into this in the late 20s, the address "Sylva", Groby 
Road, Leicester. When he retired, my parents moved to a village near to Gt Yarmouth, address 'Seascape', Scratby. 
He died there in about 1954. 

My brother Albert, seemed to be a man of ability (remember he was 20 years older than me), but one who didn't follow 
opportunities. He was interested in 'Wireless', worked for a firm called 'Wathes' in Leicester, but as a roundsman, 
repairing and delivering sets. 

My sister Jessie was a librarian, later a telephone operator, and died before she reached 40. Her library experience 
was in a children’s library, operating as a full scale lending/reading library at a school - Willow Street. (This was not a 
school library but a full-scale library authority, but for children). 

Myself: 

Educated at a City Boys School Leicester to 1937. External London Degree in Engineering at Leicester College of 
Technology in 1941. 

Directed by National Service Officer. First employment to School of Army Technicians at Leicester College of 
Technology from 1941 to 1945. 

1946-47 Graduate Apprentice B.T.H. Co. Limited Rugby. 

1948 returned to school of engineering at Leicester C.O.T. 

1949-53 Senior Lecturer, County Technical College, Wednesbury, Staffordshire. 

1953-67 Head of Engineering and Science Loughborough College of Further Education. 

1967- Present Vice-Principal, Loughborough Technical College. 

Married in 1941, but lived with parents to 1945. 

First house, 1 Burnham Drive, Leicester. Second house (in Wolverhampton) 186, Marsh Lane, W'oton 1949-53 

1953-present. Present address. 

Pre-war member of Civil Air Guard - 'A' licence + Gold Star. Turned down by R.A.F. - lack of binocular co-ordination, 
i.e. incapable of landing an aircraft!!! 

Post War. A founder member of Leicestershire Gliding Club. (Ceased active participation in 1953). 

One time examiner for City + Guilds of London Institute. 

One time examiner and modulator for the East Midlands Examination. 

One time member of the Education Committee of the Institute of the Motor Industry. 

Recently retired chairman of the Hagelton Memorial Library Committee of the institution of Production Engineers. 

Present member of the Manpower Services Committee's advisory Committee for Unified Vocational Preparation for 
the Midlands Region. 

Governor of the College. 
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My eldest son Ian had a career with the National Westminster Bank brought to a sudden halt as the result of a 'stroke' 
following a cartilege operation. However, he still works for them as a messenger. His two children came to live with us 
following their mother's death (sudden whilst shopping!). The children are at the Haring Carlton School, East Leake. 

The youngest son, Peter, served an apprenticeship with Herbert Morris (Cranes), of Loughborough. Has a Higher 
National Certificate in Mechanical Engineering. He is presently Projects Engineer with Precision Rubber Limited 
Dunlop at Shepshed,  

Loughborough. His address is 25 Cothlestone Avenue, Loughborough. He is a model aircraft enthusiast, and won the 
Team Race Championship in the 1982 National Championships. He has one daughter Samantha. 

Trust this may be of some help. 

Yours sincerely 

Dave Bram,  

from David (after Lloyd George) Bramwell (after Bramwell Booth) Jephcott 

----------------------- 

David died in 1996, the following obituary appearing in the Loughborough Echo of 29th March 1996, showing the high 
regard in which he was held. 
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The following is a transcript of a standard format form that Sue McBeth sent out and received back from Ernest 
Jephcott in Australia. 
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By 2020, we were able to expand this family tree by quite a bit and realised that it connected with family AS. We also 
were able, since first looking at this family, to view the 1911 census, which we show below. A sad story indeed; John 
and Ann (née Varlow), by 1911, had been married for 33 years, they had had 16 children, of whom 10 had died. 
Imagine that! 

 

 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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AV 
 
JEPHCOTT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                          John 
                                          b 1858 Baginton 
                                          d  
                                          pork butcher 
 
                                          = Ann 
                                          | VARLOW 
                                          | b 1859 Birmingham 
                                          | m 
                                          | d 
                     _____________________|________________________________________________ 
                    |                 |            |             |             |           | 
                   Albert            Miriam       Jessie        Kate          Ruth        Wilfred 
                   Henry 
                   b 1880 Bolehall   b 1885 Ast   b 1889 Ast    b             b 1893 Ast  b 1898 Ast 
                   d 1954            d 1937       d             d             d           d 
 
                   = Emily           = Will       = Fred        =                         = Hilda May 
                                                                                          | Beatrice 
                   | NOCK              DARBY        JONES                                 | BROWN 
                   | b                 b            b                                     | b  
                   | m 1901            m 1913 Axb   m 1910 Ast                            | m  
                   | d                 d            d                                     |  
   ________________|_________________________                        _____________________| 
  |              |               |           |                      |                     | 
 Albert         Jessie          Norman      David                  Norman                John 
 Henry          Emily           C           Bramwell               Ernest                Wilfred 
 b 1903 Lei     b 1909 Lei      b 1914 Lei  b 1920 Lei             b 1928 Erd            b 1927 
 d 1972                         d 1919 Lei  d 1996 
 
 = Jean                                     = Lilian               = Christina Jean 
 | McPHEE                                   | SMITH                | HARRIS    
 | b                   _____________________| b                    | b 1931 
 | m                  |                       m                    | m 1950 
 |          __________|                ____________________________|____________________________ 
 |         |          |               |                |               |             |          | 
Pamela    Ian        Peter           Timothy          Penelope        Peter         Glenn      Christine 
          John       Robert          Norman           Jean            James         Martin     Ann 
b         b 1943     b 1948          b 1952           b 1955          b 1959        b 1959     b1963 
 
          = Lynda 
          | MURTON 
          | b  
          | m  
     _____|__________ 
    |                | 
   Robert           Emma 
   David            Louise 
   b                b   
                                                  Ast   Aston 
                                                  Axb   Axbridge 
                                                  Erd   Erdington 
                                                  Lei   Leicester 
                                                  Tam   Tamworth 
 

 


