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The Jephcotts of Ansty 
 
The Warwickshire parish of Ansty lies four miles north east of Coventry.  
 
In 1086, and probably earlier, Ansty (with Foleshill) was one of the estates of the Countess Godiva, more well known 
as Lady Godiva who rode naked through the streets of Coventry, for a reason that now seems obscure. 
 
This story starts in the late 15th century with the first mention of a Nicholas Geffecote who was named as a customary 
tenant of Ansty manor in the fifth year of the reign of King Henry VII, in the year 1490. This term 'customary tenant' 
was, as the description implies, an individual who held the tenancy of property in the parish in accordance with the 
customs of the parish. Terminology was loosely applied in these days and he could also have been described as a 
'copyhold tenant' or 'tenant in kind'. Whatever type of tenancy he held, he would have been a yeoman farmer, gaining 
his living from his crops and livestock. 
 

 
 

Ansty Parish Church 
 
England was, at this time, moving away from the harsh regimes imposed on the common man by the Lords of the 
manors, serfdom, villeinage, etc and we do not know how Nicholas came to be a customary tenant. We would expect 
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that he acquired his tenancy on the death of his father, but no records have been found to support this theory. There is 
little doubt however, that Nicholas would have been one of the leading members of the parish. 
 
The family tree shown later in this section starts with a Nicholas [sic] Jephcott. Whether or not this is the same 
Nicholas as mentioned above, or perhaps his son, we are not sure. As the parish registers for Ansty have only 
survived from 1589 onwards, we only know of this latter Nicholas from mention of him in the will of one of his sons, 
John, who died in 1561. This fascinating and extensive, clearly written will, complete with an inventory of John's 
possessions, is detailed elsewhere in this book. 
 
A map of the parish of Ansty dated at around 1580 (shown on the next page), shows that there were thirteen buildings 
along the main village street and it has been recorded that there were only twenty households in the village at that 
time. Presumably, one or more of these households were Jephcott households. 
 
This map shows just how the parish looked in the 16th century and it had probably changed little since the parish 
church was built in the 12th century. Even today, the centre of the village has changed little, except for a few more 
buildings and the addition of television aerials and telegraph poles. With a little imagination, you can imagine how 
things must have been in days gone by. 
 
Whilst we are once again referring to the family as Jephcotts, the various records (but mainly the parish registers that 
start in 1589), use a wide range of spellings such as Jefcocke, Jefcock or Jefcot up to about 1608. From then on, the 
spelling changes to Jephcot and, shortly afterwards, stabilises as Jephcott. Other known branches of this family, from 
other parishes, are not so fixed with this latter spelling variant and we have Jeffcote, Jeffcoat, Jephcote, etc families 
evolving. This, in part, goes some way to explaining just why we have so many spelling variants of the name today. 
 

----------------------------- 
 
Without going in to the complexities of the types of tenancies that the Jephcott heads of households possessed, we 
know that John Jefcott (as spelled in his will) was described as a husbandman when he died in 1561. He bequeathed 
his tenancy to his wife Joan, for the rest of her life and then to pass to his eldest son Harry (or Henry). Such was the 
custom, with his other children having to make their own way in life.  
 
When John died, his possessions were valued at £34 10s 6d. Amongst these in the house were listed: 
 
 18 plates 6 pewter dishes  3 saltcellars 12 spoons    
 4 kettles 4 candlesticks  4 bedsteads 
 
His clothing comprised: 
 
 2 coats  2 doublets  1 pair of hose 
 1 cap  2 shirts   1 pair of shoes 
 
His livestock comprised: 
 
 4 mares 2 filly's   1 foal  3 cows  2 heifers 
 5 calves 20 sheep  17 lambs 16 pigs 
 
There were numerous other items listed such as household furniture, farm implements, grain, etc and it can be seen 
that John had built up a sizeable asset during his life. John does not appear to have been one for the fineries of life. 
He did not appear to have owned a timepiece or jewellery of any kind and only seems to have owned the necessities 
of basic living and the tools of his trade. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Jephcott Family – Chapter 6 – Family BR 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

6.BR.3 

 
  
 

Map of Ansty (circa 1580) 
 
Another Ansty will is that of Henry Jefcocke who died in 1588. It is likely that he was the brother of John and was also 
described as being a husbandman. His eldest son inherited Henry's land and of his two younger sons, Nicholas went 
to live in Ryton upon Dunsmore and there founded a substantial Jephcott family, and Linne (or Lyne) went to the 
adjacent parish of Withybrooke where he and his wife raised four daughters. 
 
This eldest son Richard and the earlier mentioned Harry, son of John, (probable cousins) feature regularly in the 
numerous records that have survived. Many of these records have been preserved within the collection of documents 
that belonged to Messrs Woollacombe and Adams. These two sons married and produced sizeable families that 
ultimately produced several Jephcotts of note. 
 
The parish registers give a wealth of information about the Jephcotts from 1589 onwards. However, before that date 
we have to rely on the details contained within wills, legal documents and manorial records. 
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Wills have been an invaluable source for information about the Ansty Jephcotts and, listed below, are the ones which 
we know relate to this family. 
 

----------------------------- 
 

Wills, Administrations and Inventories of Possessions 
 
Ansty (Lichfield JRO) 
 

John Jefcott  1561 will + inv  son of Nicholas 
Henry Jefcocke  1588 will + inv  probable son of Nicholas 
Joan Jeffcock  1595 will + inv  widow of John 
Richard Jefcocke 1615 admon + inv  son of Henry 
Mary Jephcot  1620 will + inv  spinster, daughter of Henry 
Alice Jeffcott  1634 will + inv  spinster, daughter of Henry 
William Jeffcott  1685 will + inv  son of Henry 

 
Ansty (PCC) 
 

Henry Jeffcot  1659 will   probable son of Richard 
 
Ryton upon Dunsmore (Lichfield JRO) 
 

Nicholas Jephcote 1611 will + inv  son of Henry 
Elizabeth Jephcote 1625 will + inv  widow of Nicholas 
Thomas Jephcott 1661 admon + inv  son of Henry 

 
Withybrooke (Lichfield JRO) 
 

Linne Jeffcot  1635 will + inv  son of Henry 
 

Dunchurch (Lichfield JRO) 
 
Henry Jephcott  1699 will + inv  son of William 
 

Harborn (Peculiar, Lichfield JRO) 
 
William Jephcott 1716 will + inv  son of William 
 

Ousden, Suffolk (Ipswich RO) 
 
Jonathan Jephcot 1673 will   son of John 
 

Northfield and Evesham (Worcester) 
 
John Jephcott  1713 will   son of Henry 
Maria Jephcott  1727 will + inv  widow of John 

 
Some of the details contained within these documents are shown elsewhere in this book. The contents give us a 
unique insight into the personal lives of the individuals and we are fortunate that so many wills were written by this 
family and also that they have been so easily linked to the several generations of the family tree. 
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A selection of some of the records for the parish of Ansty are shown below. 
 

Court Roll (dated 1598) 
 
Under the section listing the customary tenants of the parish, Henry Jephcott is recorded as holding one messuage, a 
garden and orchard and on yard land, the rent yielding annually a sum of £3 10s. Richard Jephcott is also recorded as 
having the same holding. 
 

----------------------------- 
 

Ansty Manor Roll (dated 1607) 
 
This document shows that John Jephcott (the son of Henry) was ordered to repair his property. Mention was also 
made  of Henry Jephcott  senior, John Jephcott and Henry Jephcott junior. There was no mention of Richard, which 
might have been expected. 
 

Court Roll (dated 1598 or 1601) 
 
This document mentions Richard Jephcott who was fined 10d for 'incroaching upon ye Lord's ground under ye towne 
side'. 
 

----------------------------- 
 
The family tree mentioned earlier shows that, from around 1600, the family divided into two main lines of descent. One 
line, the descendants of Henry the son of John and the other, the descendants of Richard, the son of Henry. 
 
These two sons, being the eldest of each family and as was the custom, they inherited their father's land and property. 
The younger sons of these two families feature minimally in the parish records and we know that some moved to other 
parishes and founded other branches of the family. 
 
The above mentioned Henry, son of John, had seven children that we know of, the eldest son Thomas appearing to 
have inherited his father's land and property, although no will exists to prove this. This Thomas married Sarah 
Petipher (note the use of the 'ph' in this name also), the daughter of another yeoman farmer of Ansty. They had six 
children and, in Thomas' very detailed will dated 1660, he bequeathed and devised: 
 

"All my said messuage and lands with the comons and appurtures thereunto belonginge after my decease 
unto my sonne Henry Jephcott to hould and ejnoy [sic] the same and every part thereof unto the said Henry 
for and during the terme of his naturall life......" 

 
His other surviving son (his eldest son John appears to have died at an early age) Jacob, by then a minister in 
Stretton upon Dunsmore, apparently owed his father a sum of œ12 and his father's will provided that this debt be 
discharged. Jacob was the first (that we know of) of a succession of clergymen who feature in this family tree. This will 
is detailed elsewhere in this book. 
 
The second eldest son of Henry, son of John, was John who married Anne Cawdwell. They had four children, three 
girls and one boy. The son Jonathan, had the good fortune to enter New Inn Hall at Oxford University in 1627, no 
doubt putting severe financial strain on his parents. He appears to have financed his stay there, for a period, by 
serving as curate of Shilton, an adjacent Parish to Ansty. 
 
(An account of Jonathan's life is shown on the following pages).  
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This biography was discovered in a book entitled 'Warwickshire Worthies' and is complemented by further details 
found in a clerical directory, which is shown on the following page. The biography above gives wrong information 
about the date of birth and age at death of Jonathan. The second item puts the dates right and it is not known how the 
discrepancy arose. Perhaps it was that, so revered was Jonathan by Dr Calamy, that he exaggerated his age to 
accentuate the story. Whatever the case, he certainly seems to have been a remarkable man and who lived in a time 
of great turmoil in the Church of England. Jonathan lived in a period of religious intolerance and appears to have had 
to curb his activities during his later life.  
 
Jonathan married Barbara Armin in 1641 at Swaffham Priors. They had three children, their son Barjonah, marrying in 
Colchester. On his death in 1673 in Ousden, Suffolk, his will mentioned his son named Barjonah. A single record 
found was that Ann, the daughter of Barjona Jefcott and Abigail, was baptised 14th July 1684 at St Peters, Colchester. 
 

----------------------------- 
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Swaffham Prior Church 
 
This side of the family, whilst strong in male heirs, seems to have drifted away from Ansty, and the parish records 
cease mention after 1683. Why and where the family went is not known for sure.  
 
One of the many documents that has survived, is the Ansty Protestation Return dated 1641, whereby all males aged 
16 years and above, amounting to some 65 names, included the following: 
 
 Thomas Jephcott (also a churchwarden) 
 Henry Jephcott senior 
 John Jephcott 
 Henry Jephcott junior                
 
These names seem to fit in with what we know of the family! 
 

--------------------------- 
 
We now revert to the other side of the family, that of the descendants of Richard, son of Henry and seemingly, the 
more affluent branch of the family tree.  
 
Richard died in 1615, once again leaving his land and the bulk of his property to his eldest son Henry. This son Henry 
became an important member of the parish and it is known that he was represented at the Cheylesmore court in 
Coventry in 1617. On his death in 1659, his will stated that he had suffered from a fever since September 1658 and 
that his wife Anne was to have all his goods and estate. It is interesting to note that none of his seven children were 
mentioned in the will. 
 
A survey carried out in the parish in 1651, listed three Jephcotts. 
 
1.  Thomas Jephcott, a copyholder for life, holding one messuage and one yard land with the appurtenances. 
 Rent worth £16. 
 
2. Ann Jephcott, a widow, holding by her freebench, one messuage and one half yard of land with the 
 appurtenances. Rent worth £8.      
 
3. Henry Jephcott, a copyholder for life, holding one messuage and one yard land with the appurtenances. Rent 
 worth £15 10s.        
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After Henry's death, his widow Anne is shown at the head of an impressive looking document called 'a Quitclaim', 
along with Thomas Jeffcott (note the change in spelling) and several other principal tenants of Mr Richard Taylor, the 
landowner. This document appears to show that these tenants were relinquishing certain of their customary rights, in 
return for a more legal footing for land tenure. The document demonstrates the importance of the Jephcotts in the 
parish. 
 
Richard Jephcott, the son of Henry who died in 1615, had two brothers. One, Nicholas (no doubt named by his 
parents in memory of his grandfather) and the other Linne (sometimes spelt Luin or Lyn, which may indicate a Welsh 
connection in the family). Nicholas, being a younger son and having no living in Ansty, moved to the parish of Ryton 
upon Dunsmore and founded a strong family line that, it has been suggested, was responsible for the family now 
known as the Jefcoates of Stony Stratford. Linne married Jane Robinson in Ansty and they moved to the nearby 
parish of Withybrooke, where they raised four daughters. 
 

----------------------------- 
 
One particularly delightful document to have been uncovered is the one that follows. Made in the time of King Charles 
I, it is an order issued by the churchwardens of Ansty as to how the parishioners were to seat themselves in church. It 
certainly shows the standing of the Jephcotts in the parish. 
 

 
 

----------------------------- 
 
Returning to Richard, we have mentioned already that the bulk of his property passed to his eldest son Henry, as was 
the custom in those times, who in turn became a very prosperous member of the community. We are fortunate indeed 
that so many documents have survived to this day, in connection with the various land deals within the parish. For 



The Jephcott Family – Chapter 6 – Family BR 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

6.BR.12 

instance, a lease agreement dated 1658, between Mr Richard Taylor (Gentleman) and Henry Jephcott (the elder) and 
Mary his wife showed that Henry and Mary held one acre of garden, two five acre closes, two acres of meadow and a 
seven acre close. The document covered the surrendering of the Jephcott's copyhold tenancy in exchange for a 99 
year lease, which cost them œ60 in cash and 20 shillings rent per annum. We can only presume that the copyhold 
tenancy was under threat from a legal viewpoint and that the lease arrangement offered them more security. The 
copyhold tenancy had its roots in medieval times, and was based on tradition handed down from generation to 
generation. Something akin to the American Indians - and look how they ended up! 
 
Of course, this was around the time of the great Civil War, where England was divided into hostile factions. The 
Parliamentarian cause flourished in Warwickshire, with Warwick and Coventry being Puritan strongholds, and of 
disaffection to the Government. Richard Taylor sided with Parliament and in 1643 he held a Commission as 
Lieutenant of Horse in Capt Mackworth's Troop. In 1650 he was appointed Captain of a troop of horse under the 
Command of Colonel William Purefoy, "for the defence of the County." It was not long after this that an Act of 
Parliament was passed for confiscation of all the Church lands throughout the country. Richard Taylor, with other 
leaseholders in Ansty, took advantage of this Act to purchase the Estates in Ansty. Perhaps the 1658 lease ageement 
mentioned previously was a result of this Act. 
 
Another lease agreement dated 1648 between the same Mr Richard Taylor (Gentleman) and Thomas Jephcott 
(Yeoman) was for a surprisingly long term of 2000 years. Another 2000 year lease was drawn up in 1662, this time 
between Mr Edward Taylor (presumably Richard's son) and William Jephcott (Yeoman).  
 
It would be interesting indeed to see whether these leases are still valid and, with some 1700 years before expiration 
of the term, whether some of the 20th century Jephcotts might have a claim to lands in Ansty. 
 

--------------------- 
 
Of Henry and his wife Anne's seven children, their second eldest son William (presumably their eldest son Henry died 
at an early age) inherited the bulk of the property. Their youngest son John followed in his cousin Jonathan's footsteps 
and entered the church. An item later in this section gives details of some of John's life and it is apparent that he 
became a much loved and respected man. It was only recently (1984) that a visit to see the current incumbent of All 
Saints Church, Evesham, revealed that a charity set up by Doctor Jephcott to benefit the poor people of the parish, 
was finally wound up as, the ten shillings per annum was simply not a viable sum to distribute in today's economic 
climate. The poor people of today, with their colour televisions and the like, are a far cry from the poor people of the 
18th century! 
 
John's will, dated 1713, makes interesting reading and appears to have probably been written in his own hand. He 
appears to have had seven children although it seems that only two daughters, Martha and Anna survived.  
 
The will directed that his leasehold land in Atch Lench and in Evesham, Worcestershire, be given to his wife Mary, as 
well as the remainder of his personal estate. He made several charitable bequests to the people of nearby parishes 
and also gifts of money to his daughters and other members of the family. To his two sons in law, he gave his study of 
books, to be shared equally. To his son in law, Doctor Hodges, he gave 'my Chariot and my two horses and all theire 
Harnesse and all that belongs to my Chariot according to my promise when I bought it of him'. 
 
There is certainly a great difference between this will and that of John's namesake and great grandfather, John 
Jephcott, yeoman farmer who died in 1561. 
 
John's widow Mary's will dated 1727 gave several money bequests to family and friends, so that they could buy rings. 
She then went on to give several individual household items such as looking glasses (mirrors), silver cutlery, cups, 
clothes, furniture, etc to various people. The inventory of her possessions showed the value of her wearing apparell 
and money in her purse to be œ50, her silverware to be œ26 and the total value of her goods to be œ109 19s 6d. 
 
The descendants of this branch of the family became Worcestershire and Gloucestershire families, although they 
were no doubt well aware of their Warwickshire yeomen origins. 
 
John's brother William followed the family tradition of husbandry (or yeomanry as it can also be known as) and, in turn, 
his eldest son John followed in his footsteps. This son John appears to have been one of the last of the Ansty 
Jephcotts as he was buried within the churchyard of Kislingbury Parish Church, Northamptonshire, with the inscription 
inside the church referring to him as 'John Jephcott of Ansty'. His son Henry was rectorat Kislingbury. John's death, 
and that of several of his descendants, are recorded on monumental inscriptions within the church and the church is 
well worth a visit. These inscriptions are shown later in this section. 
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John had a brother William who also took holy orders and was for a time Vicar of Harborne, now part of Birmingham. 
This William appears to have caused a minor sensation by marrying his first cousin Anna Jephcott which, in those 
days, was frowned upon. A case of incest was heard in the courts although the outcome seems uncertain. 
 
The Reverend Henry Jephcott studied for his MA at Oxford and was rector of Kislingbury for 40 years. He, with his 
wife Hannah, had several children, with two of their sons becoming clergymen. One son John appears to have taken 
over the living at Kislingbury, after the death of his father, from 1777 until his death in 1801. The other son Henry was 
rector of the nearby parish of Nether Heyford from 1789 until his death in 1800. 
 
The Gentleman's Magazine of 1801 recorded the accidental death of the Reverend Mr Jephcott, Rector of Kislingbury. 
It stated that "his death was occasioned by his horse falling with him on his return from a neighbouring village, 
whereby he was killed on the spot."  His two brothers, the Rev'd Henry Jephcott and Mr William Jephcott, as well as 
their father's deaths were also recorded in this magazine, which suggests that the family were well known in polite 
society. 
 

----------------------------- 
 
Just what decided the family to finally break its links with Ansty can really only be guessed at. Did the onset of the 
industrial revolution offer more lucrative employment elsewhere? Did the English Civil War affect the cohesion of the 
family? It is likely that the Church played a large part in the dispersal of the family as we know that there were at least 
seven Jephcott sons that became clergymen and that they, and their families, absented themselves from Ansty to go 
where their livings were. Also, the family was getting larger and the wealth and lands probably became more 
dispersed. 
 
Whatever the reasons for the decline of the Jephcott family in Ansty, they certainly seemed to have made their mark. 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Dr John Jephcott 

 
The following items have been taken from a local history of the parishes of Evesham and Bengeworth and is followed 
by an article written around 1908 by E A B Barnard. Here was another remarkable man, in a similar mould to his 
cousin Jonathan. His will, which has not been transcribed by me, makes interesting reading and appears to have been 
written in John's own hand. 
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The Kislingbury Connection 
 
We visited  Kislingbury church in the 1980s as part of our research into the Ansty Jephcotts. On one wall we 
discovered a glass case which held a document written by the Rev'd John Jephcott. It gave instructions for the calling 
to arms of the inhabitants of Kislingbury, in the event of Napoleon invading the village. This was obviously a very real 
concern at the time. A section of the document is reproduced below. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
On other walls are an impressive collection of memorial tablets to the Jephcott family which, in themselves, give much 
family information. We photographed these for posterity and a transcription of their contents is shown on the following 
page. 
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Memorial Inscriptions in Kislingbury Parish Church 
 
1. Near this place lies interred JOHN JEPHCOTT of Anstey in the county of Warwickshire, Gentleman who died 
 October 27th 1743, aged 78. 
 
 Also the Reverend HENRY JEPHCOTT MA, upwards of 40 years the Rector of this parish (son of the above 
 named) who died November 9th 1776, aged 75. 
 
 And HANNAH his wife who died April 30th 1767, aged 65. 
 
2. In memory of CATHARINA DOROTHEA the wife of JOHN JEPHCOTT L L B, Rector of this parish. She was 
 the daughter of NATHANIEL HUMFREY I L D, late Rector of Thorpe Manderville and of ABIGAIL his wife who 
 was daughter of THOMAS PARGITER D D, late Rector of Gretworth in this county. She died the 3rd of April, 
 1798, aged 80. 
 
 CATHARINA DOROTHEA, their daughter who died an infant, was buried near this place. 
 
 The Reverend JOHN JEPHCOTT L L B and Rector of this parish died on the 20th day of April, 1801, in the 
 71st year of his age. 
 
3. Sacred to the memory of the Reverend HENRY JEPHCOTT A B, Rector of Heyford in this county who died on 
 the 25th April, 1800, in the 63rd year of his age. 
 
 And also of Mrs ELIZABETH JEPHCOTT, relict of the above who died on the 7th day of April, 1837, in the 
 82nd year of her age. 
 
4. In memory of the Reverend T H H NEEDHAM, who died 25th December, 1832, aged 65. 
 
 And also in memory of Mrs ANNA THEODOSIA NEEDHAM, relict of the above and eldest daughter of the 
 Reverend JOHN JEPHCOTT L L B, late Rector of this parish who died January 13th, 1833, aged 75. 
 
5. The Reverend ROGER BARNSTON HUGHES M A, of Lincoln College Oxford. 48 years Rector of this parish, 
 died on the 11th day of July, 1849, aged 76 years. 
 
 ELIZABETH wife of the above and daughter of the Reverend HENRY JEPHCOTT Rector of Heyford, died on 
 the 26th day of November, 1854, aged 73 years. 
 
6. In memory of MARY, widow of the Reverend W H HUGHES, Rector of this parish who died May 22nd, 1921, 
 aged 95 years. Interred at St Albans. 
 
 And of their son GEORGE JEPHCOTT HUGHES. 
 
 And their daughter LOUISA MARGARET WATTS. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
The following item was published in the Walgrave Parish Magazine in 1988. It was sent to us by the late Bob Jefcoate 
of Esher, and refers to the Rev'd Henry Jephcott of Kislingbury. 
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IT HAPPENED IN FEBRUARY - 1775. 
by John Robinson 

 
(Authenticity unknown) 

 
The year 1775 was a momentous one for the parish of Walgrave. An Act of Parliament was passed in February of that 
year which changed the environs of the village and changed the pattern of life for many of the inhabitants. This Act, 
one of many in the 18th century, was to 'Divide and Inclose the Common Field, Pastures, land and Grounds within the 
Parish'. This set the pattern, basically, of the present landscape. 
 
Three Commissioners were appointed to arbitrate in case of a dispute over the allocation of land; compensation to be 
paid or the re-routing of streams or watercourses where deemed essential. The named commissioners were the Rev'd 
Henry Jephcott of Kislingbury, James Knight Esq of Daventry and William Pywell of Barnwell Castle. 
 
The open common land was parcelled into fields, many of 10 acres, suitably fenced, hedged and ditched. The roads 
to nearby villages were to be hedged with quickset and to be not less than forty feet wide. No lambs were to be kept in 
the new fields until the hedges were four years established. The Rector was absolved from keeping a bull and a boar 
for the use of cattle and pig owners in the parish. 
 
The Act effectively established the pattern of roads and fields as we see them today, although some hedges have 
been removed. Many of the cottagers lost their independence and became farm labourers or moved into towns. The 
larger landowners could farm more economically in the long term, but John Clare, the peasant poet, makes some 
bitter comments about the loss of liberty suffered by the poorer classes as the result of the Enclosure Acts of his time. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
An A1 sized family tree was produced for this branch of the family, a reduced copy of it shown here. 
 

 
 
This has been transferred into three gedcom files, which may be viewed via the website. 
 
 


