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Family CQ 
The Family of Joseph Jeffcoate of Nuneaton, 

Grocer and Ribbon Weaver. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Introduction 

This is a new family tree. Discovered after the book’s publication in 2000. It turned out to be quite large but there are 
no known J descendants and we have been unable to link it to another of our family trees. It is yet another from the 
Stockingford Circle, marked as SC on the website homepage. 

The family tree starts with Joseph Jeffcote born in 1816 in Nuneaton and who we think was the son of Thomas and 
Mary Jeffcoate. The following is a copy of a part of the 1851 census for Ansley, showing Joseph to be a Grocer and a 
Ribbon Weaver employing nine people. His wife, Ann (née Cooper) was born in nearby Chilvers Coton. 

 

 

 

Their son George married George married Patience Jeffcote, the same surname, and presumably a cousin, 
somewhere along the line. They produced a sizeable family, with a hooligan son and some intrigue. So often, we 
research a family tree, record it in its simplicity, believing it to be yet another bland story of birth, marriage and death, 
quite unremarkable through the generations, solid working class stuff. Not in this case! In 2019, we heard from Mo 
Godman. She had a family story to tell and to, hopefully, prove. Here is her quest in relation to her grandmother, Ellen 
Gazey, who was born in Attercliffe in 1894. 

‘She had a boyfriend (this George [Jeffcott], I think). Her parents didn’t approve. Her mother told her that she definitely 
wasn’t going to be allowed to marry any “peaky blinder”. Burdett Cooper, my grandfather, lived opposite them in Webb 
Street,. Stockingford, and he approached her father, saying he was interested in marrying her. She wasn’t interested, 
obviously, but her parents exerted a lot of pressure. Her mother said “you’ll marry him or you’ll marry nobody.” So she 
did; that was 1913. Burdett, at 29, was 12 years older. He had a steady job on the railway, so seemed like a good 
prospect; better than George, whose father David [Jeffcott] was always drunk. I have one newspaper article that says 
that David, in front of the magistrate for being drunk and disorderly again, is told: “this is the twentieth time” he’d 
appeared before them. He gives a rather tender reply: “how could I be disorderly? I was by myself,” 

As you can imagine, my grandparents’ marriage was miserable. My grandfather [Burdett Cooper] came back from the 
war wounded and drinking heavily, to a woman who didn’t want to be with him. They had seven children, my father 
[Harry Cooper] being the fifth. My grandfather [Burdett Cooper] knew that Dad wasn’t his, and treated him accordingly. 
I’d been doing family history on the Coopers and Burdetts for some time and told Dad that I’d amassed a lot of 
interesting information. He said: “I have no interest whatsoever in that family,” a statement that had more heft than 
was obvious at the time. 

Family history has it that my grandmother’s mother deeply regretted pressuring her daughter to marry Grandad and 
had one or two confrontations with him about his excessive drinking and physical abuse of her daughter. 

Things came to a head in 1930, or so. By this time Ellen had her youngest child and was pretty desperate. She took a 
train to Stockingford (they had been living in Birmingham since 1926) to see her mother, and to see George. This part 
of the story was reiterated by three aunts. Carrying her youngest, and helped by her eldest, she walked from the 
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station to George’s cottage. They walked and talked. Then she and the children went to her mother’s where her 
brothers, all miners, lived. They urged her to leave Grandad and move back home. Seven children, though, must have 
seemed like an impossible burden to place on family, so she stayed. The next year, so the story goes, the story about 
George’s suicide appears in the Birmingham papers. My aunt said that she was making beds with her mother, who 
was crying so hard that you could hear her tears fall on the sheets. Later, she went back to Stockingford to put flowers 
on George’s grave. 

According to one of the newspaper reports, George was under the delusion that he was suffering from cancer of the 
mouth, which his father David, had died from just weeks before. He probably had more than that that was troubling 
him.’ 

STOCKINGFORD MINER’S DELUSION. 

A verdict of "Suicide whilst of unsound mind" was returned at the inquest, at Nuneaton, to-day, on George Henry 
Jeffcoat (39), miner, 10, Whittleford Road, Stockingford, who was found dead yesterday with a razor wound in his 
throat. His sister said he lost a leg ten years ago, and had not worked since. His father died recently, and he had it in 
his mind that be was suffering from the complaint of which his father died, cancer of the mouth. They did their best to 
persuade him he was wrong, but he continued to be depressed, and for the past week had not slept or eaten anything. 
The Coroner said the man was suffering from a delusion, for he had been I assured by two doctors that he had not got 
the complaint he feared. 

Coventry Evening Telegraph - Saturday 23 May 1931 

------------------------------------- 

We had a look at David the hooligan, to see if we could find anything in the newspapers. This is what we found quite 
easily. 

 

 

   

   Nuneaton 10th March 1905 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So, was Harry Cooper’s biological father, George Henry Jeffcott? If 
there were any close relatives still alive, a DNA test would prove it – if 
a relative was prepared to take the test. Anybody from the Bennett, 
Ridgard or Suffolk line could give an autosomal DNA match, if the 
family story is true. The Ridgards emigrated to Canada. 

Mo told us that George Henry Jeffcott never married, and that no 
children of his are known. 
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A section of the gedcom tree that can be 
viewed via the web page. 

See the full tree to view the rest of the 
family, the part that is a lot less 
complicated. 

We finish this section with some pictures 
of the much troubled Ellen Gazey, 
together with a copy of her birth 
certificate. 

Will her connection with this Jeffcote 
family ever be proved? 
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Ellen Cooper (née Gazey) with three of her children, with Harry Cooper standing behind her. 
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Ellen Cooper (née Gazey). 

 


