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Family DB 
The Family of John Jabez Brevitt Jefcoat 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

This is the first family in the D series of families, a deries that we never expected to be created, when we 
started our research in the 1980s. At that time we only had the A series, which soon overflowed into the B 
series, then the C series, and now the D series. Who knows, there may, someday, be an E series, if 
enough records come to light that cannot be tied-in with another family tree? This D section mainly 
comprises small ‘pockets’ of Jephcott/Jeffcoat etc. people, as you will see as you explore further. They are 
people that escaped in some way, usually overseas, where our UK records did not record them. This one, 
DB, is no exception. 

Quite early in our research we noticed the names Jabez and Brevitt occurring as forenames in our 1837 to 
1900 birth register extracts. There was a consistency of the names there, which we set about researching. 
What we found was a family that seems to have started in Birmingham with the marriage of Edward Jefcoat 
and Ann Lees. 

 

This then led us to their son John and his wife Ann, the place name of Portobello and their neighbours, 
Thomas and Sarah Brevitt. John was a haberdasher. 
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Their first son was born in Willenhall in 1858 and was named Thomas Brevitt Jefcoat. He died at the age of 
only two years. Their next child was also a son, born in 1863 and given the rather splendid name of John 
Jabez Edward Brevitt Jefcoat. He married a Fanny Brevitt, presumably a cousin of some time back and of 
their children, two sons were given the middle name of Brevitt. Sadly, both of those sons died in their first 
year. Their eldest son Rupert emigrated to Canada and served as a Canadian soldier in WWI. He was 
followed by his brothers Percival and Frederick. All became Canadian citizens. 

Here is Frederick’s declaration documentation for his removal to Canada. 

 

This is quite a small family by comparison with others in our collection. Hopefully, we will be able to connect 
it with another one day. 
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