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6.DG.1 

Family DG 
The family of Thomas Jeffcott born 1825 in Ireland, 

and his wife Bridget, née Shea or Doolan. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

This family came from Ireland and has the usual Irish Jeffcott spelling of the name. It never seems to vary. We have 
seen the Jeffcott families from Ireland earlier on in this series, most notably with Family BJ. This particular family is 
first seen in the records with the census of 1871, when Thomas appears in St Giles in the Fields in London, working 
as a labourer, with his wife and child. We don’t know much more than that.  

We know that Thomas died in 1873, which may have resulted in Bridget entering the poor house in 1873, as the 
following record show, and she being recorded as insane. 

 

 

She was admitted, on a more permanent basis, to a lunatic asylum in Surrey in 1879, where she languished for ten 
years, before she died, as can be seen from the record reproduced below. 

 

It looks as if they had four children, although only one seems to have survived. We cannot find any reference to the 
first three, other than a record of their birth, but their son John became a bricklayer, he married Mary Ann and they 
had five children. We can follow them through the census trail from 1881, 1891 and 1901, each giving John’s place of 
birth as London, not Ireland. However, all was not well. John clearly had a problem as we see him entering the 
workhouse from 1903, his wife living apart from him. Could it be that his mother’s insanity had passed to him, or 
perhaps the commonly known Irish problem associated with alcohol? 

Here we have three records for John. 
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Meanwhile, Mary Ann was shown in the 1911 census, married (not widowed), having had seven children, but two had 
died and living with two sons. 
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6.DG.3 

One of her sons, Thomas Jeffcott, became ‘an incorrigible rogue’ and spent at least 12 terms in prison between 1907 
and 1918 for begging, assaulting a woman and whatever else there is to classify you as an incorrigible rogue. He 
would, no doubt, have been shown on the 1911 census, living with the rest of his family, had he not been in jail at the 
time. The following calendars of prisoners list his misdemeanours and record him as a ‘hawker’ and a ‘newsvendor’. 

 

 

 
 

May your children make you proud! 


