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Introduction 

This family may well connect with the previous Family DG, since both originated in Ireland. There was immense 
poverty in Ireland in the middle of the 19th century and many people emigrated to America to start a new life. Some, 
got on a boat and came to England, often making for London, where employment might be found and where 
immigrants might blend in with others like themselves. 

We start with Robert and Esther’s marriage certificate which tells us that Robert’s father’s name was John Jeffcott, 
presumably of Ireland. They were both widowed. 

 

 

 

We show below the first census record we have for Robert and his family, in the 1881 census for Islington, in London. 
Robert was a pensioner at the age of 42, Esther was aged 50 and both were from Ireland. A military pension perhaps? 
As they had only been married for almost three years by then, the two children, Edward and George would 
presumably have been from a previous marriage. 
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By 1891, Robert finds himself to be a widower, once again. Esther had died in 1890, aged 59 years. He lived with his 
son Edward.  

 

 

 

By 1892, Robert became a father again, with the birth of William Robert Jefcott, whose mother was Mary Jefcott, late 
Hogan, formerly McGann, presumably also from Ireland. We can find no marriage between Robert and Mary. 

 

 

 

By 1901, Robert, then aged 62 years, was living with his wife Catherine who was 29 years of age and born in 
Southwark, London. 
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Robert died in 1906, perhaps worn out by his much younger wife. Catherine appears in the 1911 census, aged 39 
years, living alone, a charwoman, a widow and with no mention of children or how long she had been married. 

Meanwhile, Robert’s son George (mother’s identity unknown) is shown below in the 1911 census, with the unusual 
picture of his whole family, wife and eight children at home. They were living in Wales by then, George having married 
a girl from Monmouthshire, but all declaring themselves to be English. 

 

 

 

Sadly, one of George and Lily’s children were killed in action during WWI, Charles Henry Jeffcott, then aged 19. A 
hero! 

 

 

 

Here follows the family tree, as far as we have got. Robert certainly had what looks to have been a life filled with the 
company of women. It is difficult to follow his life, due to the Ireland connection, where so many records are missing.  

It seems quite possible that his two sons, Edward W Jeffcott born in Holloway in 1871 and George Jeffcott born in 
Ireland in 1876, were not his sons at all, instead being the sons of the widowed Esther, as we can find no births with 
the Jeffcott name for either of them. They could simply have taken the name for convenience. Robert’s son William 
Robert Jeffcot’s birth certificate does name Robert as the father.  

The name is carried on by son George Jeffcott who moved to Wales and founded a Jeffcott dynasty of at least five 
sons to carry on the name. Did they, or didn’t they? 

More research is required. 
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Letters Received 

 

Subj:  first contact from mike jeffcott 
Date:  9/22/00 1:19:04 PM GMT Daylight Time 
From:  michael.jeffcott@ntlworld.com (michael.jeffcott) 
Reply-to: michael.jeffcott@ntlworld.com     email failed 14/05/2020 
To:  jjephcott@aol.com      email address discontinued 
 
I received the Jephcott society letter this morning. I am replying to show my interest. I have three children, all born in 
Penarth, near Cardiff. My father had 5 brothers and 3 sisters also born here. Let me know how I can help with your 
records. My daughter is fascinated by this. 
 
Michael Jeffcott. 
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Subj:   mike jeffcott's family (penarth) 
Date:  10/5/00 4:43:03 PM GMT Daylight Time 
 
grandparents: 
 
George Jeffcott     b. approx 1874     d. approx 1923 
Lilian Agnes (née Bailey)   b. approx 1879 Gloucestershire  d. 1941 
 
their children 
 
George     b. approx 1898 
Charles Henry     b. approx 1899 
Albert Oliver     b. approx 1901 
William Robert (my dad)   b. 04-01-93 
Edward John     b. approx 1906 
Amy Florence     b. 09-09-07 
Lilian Beatrice     b. 10-10-08 
Maud Elizabeth     b.approx 1910 
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