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Introduction 
 
This family produced two war heroes, both killed in action in 1916. The earliest family member that we have is Richard 
Jeffcott named as the father of Daniel Thomas Jeffcott when he married Catherine Karl in London in 1848. Daniel was 
known as Thomas when he was married but his death certificate revealed that he was really a Daniel Thomas. 
Thomas was a mariner, born in Southampton around 1818, according to the 1861 census. The following is taken from 
the Dreadnought Seamen's Hospital Admissions and Discharge records in 1856, showing Thomas suffering with gout, 
his age, his height, and other career details. 
 

 
 
 
He died in 1870, leaving his wife destitute, as she appeared in the workhouse records for 1872, leaving there at her 
own request. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
They had two sons, Alfred and Thomas. Here follow the two marriage entries for the sons, both naming Thomas as 
their father and as being a mariner. 
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Alfred, with his second wife Clara, raised three children, one of whom, Alfred Daniel Jeffcoat was killed in action in 
1916. In 1909, Alfred Daniel spent time in the workhouse, his profession, a dock worker. Times were clearly hard. In 
1915, Alfred Daniel contracted marriage with Mary Ann Selby. On the marriage certificate (shown below), he gave his 
age as 40, whereas he would have been 34 years old. His wife, Mary Ann, gave her age as 47, whereas she would 
have been 49 years old. An age gap of 15 years! Mary Ann also stated that she was a spinster, whereas Selby was 
her married name, Honey was her maiden name. Here is the certificate entry. Why falsify the information? They both 
gave the same address, so we must presume they were already living as man and wife. Mary Ann received a war 
widow’s pension. 
 

 
 
Thomas and Emily raised ten children, one of whom, Charles Frederick was also killed in action in 1916.  
 
There do not appear to have been any male Jeffcotts being born beyond this generation, so the name died out. 
 
See the gedcom family tree for more information. 
 
This yet another Jeffcott family that appears to have no connection whatsoever with the ancestral homeground of 
Warwickshire. It is quite possible that this and other families that use this spelling variant, have roots with the Irish 
Jeffcott families – that do eventually come back to Warwickshire. 


