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Introduction 
 
We built this family tree from the many Jeffcoat references for Jeffcoat in Kettering. We start it with William Jeffcoat, 
born c1785 in Shustoke, Northamptonshire, and his wife Susannah, née Burnham. The family were involved in the 
shoe trade, as is common for Northamptonshire generally. There is a baptism in 1785 for a William, but it is in 
Allesley, not Shustoke, so we cannot be confident that it is the same William. They had at least three children, 
Charles, Elizabeth and John. 
 
Charles seems to have done very well for himself as a shoemaker. He married Elizabeth Frisby, a maiden name that 
was carried through the generations as a middle name. They had at least eight children, six daughters and two sons. 
The following extract from the 1881 shows Charles and Elizabeth employing 12 men and 2 boys in their shoemaking 
business, with their son Charles, also a shoemaker, living next door in Broughton, Northamptonshire. 
 
 

 
 
 
William and Susannah’s second child, Elizabeth, married a Charles Newitt, who was also a shoemaker and they 
raised several children. Both Charles Newitt and Elizabeth gave their father’s professions as ‘cordwainer’ on their 
marriage certificate. 
 
William and Susannah’s second son, John, also a shoemaker, does not seem to have fared so well. He married Sarah 
Hall and they had at least six children together. Of their children, of which there were probably more, we have 
highlighted three, Charlotte, Thomas William and Henry Joseph. 
 
Charlotte Jeffcoat, born 1857. 
 
When Charlotte Jeffcoat was born in 1857 in Northamptonshire, her father, John, was 24, and her mother, Sarah, was 
25. Her mother Sarah died in 1870 at the age of 38, possibly in childbirth. Charlotte had an illegitimate daughter in 
1872, when she would have been 14 years old. Also, in February 1872, she had an adult baptism, one of three on that 
day, with both her parents named - but whether her father was there we do not know. John was shown as a widower 
in the census of 1871. Could this have been a case of incest; a recently widowed father and a sexually mature eldest 
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daughter living in close relationship? She would have been pregnant when she was baptised, as her daughter Ellen 
was born in the September quarter of 1872. She and her daughter Ellen were inmates in the workhouse in 1881. In 
1891 she and her daughter were lodgers with the Gordon family, probably related, as in 1911, Charlotte was 
described as head of her house and with a Gordon niece and nephew living with her. She died in October 1940 in 
Northampton, Northamptonshire, at the age of 93. 
 
Thomas William Jeffcoat, born 1860. 
 
Charlotte’s young brother Thomas married Comfort Dent and they had six children, the last two of whom were twins. 
These twins died soon after they were born, as did their mother Comfort. Within a year, Thomas had married again, to 
widow Ellen Frost, née Shaw, and they had at least five children together. There were also the children of his first 
marriage, and children of Ellen’s, to care for, so it must have been a large household.  
 
Here is an extract from the 1911 census, showing the family as it was then. 
 

 
 
 
Henry Joseph Jeffcoat, born 1870. 
 
Like his sister Charlotte, Henry was an inmate in the workhouse in 1881, so, presumably, their father John had died by 
then. By 1891 he was a boarder with a manager of the Prison Gate Mission’s family. Perhaps he was a discharged 
prisoner. After that time, we have no record of what became of him. 
 

------------- 
 
There appears to have been no male Jeffcoat descendants from this family line. 
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