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6.DT.1 

Family DT 
The Family of Thomas Jephcoate born in 1835 in Nuneaton, who 

emigrated to New Zealand and married Mary Fowler. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

This family is probably the only one that we have using the variant spelling Jephcoate. It also has a rather splendid 
Theodore Jephcoate who had a son with the same name. It starts with Thomas Sherman Jephcoate who was born 
around 1835, in Nuneaton, and who married Mary Ann Fowler in 1870 in Australia. Truly impressive names! 

We have the information that Thomas came from Nuneaton, from the 1851 census, when he was one of 12 (the last 
on the list) servants working for the occupants, the Hewitt family, of Astley Castle in Warwickshire (in 1674 the castle 
was sold to the Newdigate family of Arbury Hall and became their secondary home. It was the home of Lieutenant 
General Edward Newdigate Newdigate until his death in 1902).  

Perhaps Thomas’ middle name addition was a result of his associations with the upper classes and a desire to make 
something more of himself. He had emigrated to Australia by 1870, as he was married there. In 1903 Thomas was 
listed a gardener living in Auckland, New Zealand. He died in 1907. 

In the 1851 census, we have a governess, a nurse, a nursery maid, a house keeper, a laundry maid, a lady’s maid, a 
dairy maid, a kitchen maid, a house maid, a butler a groom – and our Thomas (Jephcote), a house servant. 

 

 

Regrettably, we know no more about their roots or what became of them all. 
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Here we have a glimpse of the high life, with Thomas’ son Theodore and his wife Clara travelling from New Zealand to 
Canada in 1932. 

 

 

This is what we know of the family tree. 

 


